How to Hear God’s Voice #5

“Filters That Affect God’s Voice”

selected Scriptures
Filters are a common item in our lives. Many filters function to keep impurities from flowing through, such as an oil filter or a fuel filter in an engine. Other filters are more creative in nature, such as filters on a camera lens or music filters that can alter the way something looks or sounds. Those filters can alter or skew the original image or sound into something interesting or fun.

When it comes to hearing God’s voice, there are filters that can also alter or skew how we hear Him. I entitled this message, “Filters That Affect God’s Voice,” but really the emphasis is on “Filters That Affect How We Hear God’s Voice.” The change is not in God’s voice or words but in how we receive and interpret them. Let’s consider three.

Our Connection to God  

The first filter that affects how we hear God’s voice is our connection to Him. Charles Stanley writes in his book, How to Listen to God, “The only message an unbeliever will ever hear from God is that he is a sinner who needs to look to Jesus as his Savior. Until that person knows Christ as his personal Messiah, he will not hear God speak on any subject other than salvation.”

That statement made me stop and ask, “Do I agree with that?” Is it true that God never speaks to an unbeliever except on the topic of salvation? I don’t believe so. We read in Psalm 19:1-4, 

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.

You may say, “That doesn’t refer to the voice of God, but rather the voice of nature.” That’s true, but who created nature? Who gave nature its “voice”? Putting this passage together with Romans 1:18-20, 

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.
…it seems clear that God is speaking through nature to all people about His existence and His character.

On a more individual note, God spoke to numerous unbelievers in the Old Testament such as Naaman, King Nebuchanezzar, King Belshazzar, and others. In the New Testament, the Roman centurion Cornelius was told in Acts 10:4, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God.” This was before he was saved through the proclamation of Peter. I agree with Warren Wiersbe,
God is gracious and kind. God can answer the prayers of unbelieving people, but He doesn’t have to. God causes the sun to rise on the evil and the good. He sends the rain on the just and on the unjust. He is a gracious and merciful God. He heard the prayers of Cornelius, and He can hear the prayers of unsaved people if He wants to. But no unsaved person can say, “Our Father” because he doesn’t belong to the family of God. It is so important that we have a good relationship with God, and this begins with salvation.

This brings us to the importance of our connection with God. Through Christ, we are adopted into God’s family as His children. As John exclaims in 1 John 3:1, “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!” As Christians, we have a special connection to God as our Heavenly Father. We have unhindered access to Him.

Back in the early 1960s, President John Kennedy had two small children, Caroline and John, Jr. Many photographs were taken of these two playing in the Oval Office, where many of the wealthiest and most influential people of that time had no access. But they did! Because their father was the President, they could go in his office without issue. We have that same access to the throne room of God Almighty. Think about that!

Our connection to God will certainly filter how we hear His voice.
Our Comprehension of God

The second filter is our comprehension of God. What we hear is affected not only by our relationship with Him but also by another factor—our understanding of who He is. Our connection with God is an objective fact; our comprehension of God is a subjective feeling we have about God, and that may or may not be accurate.

Many have a distorted view of God because of their experience with humans in similar roles in their lives. For example, the Bible teaches that God is our Heavenly Father. How we comprehend that fact may be filtered by our experience with our earthly father. When God speaks, do we hear a loving Father who forgives us and has a genuine interest in us? Or do we hear a demanding parent who is always raising the standard on us, expecting us to measure up to great expectations? When we pray, do we come before a Father who wraps His arms around us in a loving embrace or do we stand feeling condemned?

We sing, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” but how do we view Him as our friend? Is He an intimate Friend or to a distant friend only casually acquainted with us? Is He a faithful friend we can tell our most confidential secrets or do we not make ourselves vulnerable to Him because we have been hurt by unfaithful friends in the past? 

God is our Teacher, but what kind of teacher do we envision? When we fail, do we hear God saying to us, “I understand. Let Me show you where you went wrong. I will teach you by My Spirit, even though you may stumble and fall, because My ultimate goal is that you become the person I want you to be, conformed to the image of My Son. So hang in there, because I’m going to always be with you.” Or do we hear, “Well, you blew it again. Can’t you get it through your thick skull that when I tell you something, that’s the way I want it done? Why is it that I’ve told you the same thing over and over, and you continually make a mess out of things?”
 That probably depends on the kind of teacher or coach we have experienced in our past.

Instead of comparing God to people in our past who are not as patient, kind, or loving as our Heavenly Father is, we should take the contrasting approach of Jesus, who said in Matthew 7:9-11, 

“Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!
Don’t let the failure of humans in your life filter your comprehension of God.

Our Comportment toward God 

Finally, the third filter that affects how we hear God’s voice is our comportment toward God. I know, I know, that’s a word you’ve probably never heard of before. I have this thing—some might call it a disease or a defect—called “alliteration.” (That’s where words all start with the same letter, in order to remember them better.) I believe it is hereditary; I got it from my dad. Anyway, I had my outline going well with “connection” and “comprehension,” and I needed a c-word for attitude. Webster’s Thesaurus came to the rescue with the word “comportment,” which has not one but two meanings. It can mean “bearing,” such as one’s demeanor or attitude; or it can mean “behavior,” as in one’s conduct or actions.
 I thought, “Great! It captures both sides of what I’m trying to say. Our attitudes and actions are important when it comes to how we hear God’s voice.”
When it comes to our bearing, first of all, our attitude must be teachable. We need to come before the Lord and be willing to humble ourselves, acknowledging that we don’t know it all. We must be willing to do His will…even before we know what it is.

Second, our attitude must be trusting. We must be absolutely convinced that God is going to lead us in the right direction and be confidently assured that He will guide us in the path of righteousness. We can never become fully intimate with a God we do not completely trust. Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will direct your paths.”
Third, our attitude must be thankful. Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” Gratitude is essential in maintaining a proper perspective in hearing God’s voice.
When it comes to our behavior, we must be aware of sin in our lives. Our sin does not change who God is—He is still our loving Father, our intimate Friend, our patient Teacher. God does not change because of our behavior.

That doesn’t mean, though, that we can get away with sin. A loving father is going to discipline a disobedient child, but he will do it in a spirit of love. A faithful friend will say what needs to be said, even when it hurts, bur he will speak the truth in love. A patient teacher will make the child stay after school until he learns, but the teacher will still be understanding.
 

Harboring sin will also affect our prayer lives. Psalm 66:18 states, “If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.” Peter warns men in 1 Peter 3:7, “Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.” From our Scripture reading this morning, 1 John 1:5-6 says, “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.” Apparently our behavior does have an affect on our prayer life.
I doubt that we can be “filter free” when it comes to hearing God’s voice. Humans cannot be completely objective about anything. So we must understand what things act as filters in how we hear God’s voice. 

Make sure that you are connected to God. Through faith in Jesus Christ, receiving God’s grace through Him, you become a child of God, receiving the Spirit of adoption. If you have done that, you are connected to God; if you have not, you can do that today.

Consider your comprehension of God. God is our Father, our Friend, and our Teacher. But how have previous relationships with fathers, friends, and teachers skewed our perspectives? Don’t allow your perception of God suffer by comparison to those who have hurt or failed you in the past. 

Take stock of our attitudes and actions, understanding that our comportment does affect our prayer life. Are we teachable, trusting, and thankful? Are we harboring sin in our lives, placing barriers in our communication with God? 

Car filters need to be changed from time to time. Every so often it is good to check them out. The same can be said of the filters that affect how we hear God’s voice. Take the time and give them some attention. It can make a world of difference.
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