You Are Invited #5

“Come Share the Love”

John 13:33-35
Throughout the New Testament we find various invitations of Jesus, usually starting with the word, “Come.” As I began preparing this message, I looked for verses that included the invitation to “come” along with the key word in this invitation, “love.” I did not discover a single verse that combined those thoughts the way I was hoping to find. But I found something unexpected, even surprising, in the words of Jesus found in John 13:33-34. 

Jesus is speaking to His disciples the night before His crucifixion. In verse 33 He says, “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.” There is the word, “come,” but Jesus is telling them He is going somewhere they could not come. This is an anti-invitation, you might say.

Then in the very next verse He says, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” I have never really thought about those verses together. They seem unrelated. But are they?

Perhaps we can understand Jesus’ words this way: “Since I am going somewhere you cannot come, I want you to love each other instead.” Or, put another way, “Since you cannot be with Me in person, I want you to focus your love on those you are with in person—each other.” Having announced His departure, and having insisted that His disciples cannot now come with Him, Jesus begins to lay out what He expects of them while He is away.

So this morning I want to consider an indirect invitation of Jesus, “Come Share the Love.” In this invitation we will be challenged to embrace the kind of love that lays down ego, preference, and comfort for the sake of others. We will also be challenged to be a bridge to Jesus instead of a barrier for those that don’t know Him. As we respond to His invitation, we become a reflection of His heart to a divided and hurting world. 

Love is Imperative

The first truth to realize in this passage is that love is imperative. It is a command, not a request or option. Jesus said in verse 34, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”
The word “new” does not mean “new in time,” because love has been important to God’s people even from Old Testament times. Leviticus 19:18 commanded, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Here it means “new in experience” or “fresh.” It is the opposite of “worn out.” Love would take on a new meaning and power because of the death of Christ on the cross. With the coming of the Holy Spirit, love would have a new power in their lives.

Jesus is not speaking here of love to all people but of love within the community of believers.
 This does not mean we are not to love people outside the church, but in this context Jesus is emphasizing the need for love between His followers because He will not be with them in person.

Don Carson observes,

The “new command” is simple enough for a toddler to memorize and appreciate, profound enough that the most mature believers are repeatedly embarrassed at how poorly they comprehend it and put it into practice.

Jesus restates this imperative in John 15:9-17,

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other.”
Here Jesus qualifies how we are to love each other—as He loves us. Verse 12 states it clearly: “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” We are not to love in a way that comes naturally. This is a supernatural kind of love, the kind of love described earlier that lays down ego, preference, and comfort for the sake of others.
Verse 13 continues, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” True love is selfless, sacrificial, and serving. The kind of love Jesus called His followers to express is called agapē—the kind of love that seeks the highest, greatest good of another. If the men hearing these words had any trouble understanding the meaning of this term and how to express it, all they had to do was recall their time with Jesus. He had been their living illustration for more than three years.

How do we evidence that love? By doing what Jesus did: laying down our lives for our fellow believers. And the way to start is by getting down and washing one another’s feet in sacrificial service.
 We should be willing to lay down our lives in love, but not everyone has the chance to do that. But we can all give and serve on a daily basis. A popular song once said, “I want to know what love is.” Jesus is giving this answer. This is what love is.

John wrote similarly in 1 John 3:16-18,

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 

Love is imperative—commanded by Jesus to all His followers. You might be thinking, “Oh, great, another commandment! Let’s just pile it on all the rest!” No, actually this command simplifies all the rest, as Paul demonstrates in Romans 13:8-10,

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
When it comes to living the Christian life, the classic song got it right: “Love is all you need.” Love God, love each other—that’s pretty simple. Not easy, but simple.

Love is Indicative

The second truth found in Jesus words in John 13 is that love is indicative. He said in verse 35, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” This is to be the distinguishing mark of Christ’s followers. All people will know that they are Jesus’ disciples if, and only if, they love one another.
 While Jesus walked among them on earth, no one doubted whose disciples these men were. Once He returned to heaven, however, their mutual love should be strong enough to maintain their identity before the watching world.
 It worked, too. The early church leader Tertullian quoted the pagans as saying of the Christians, “See how they love one another?”
 

“Well, that’s fine,” you may be thinking, “but what does that have to do with us?” I believe Jesus anticipated that question, for He prayed to the Father in John 17:20-21,

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”

This includes all those who have believed in Jesus through the apostles’ ministry. That includes you and me! And our love and unity with each other will show the world that we follow Jesus.

The opposite is also true. As Carson states, “Orthodoxy without obedience to this characteristic command of the new covenant is merely so much humbug.
 There is no quicker way to destroy our own testimony or the testimony of the local church than for Christians to not love each other.
So far I have stated that love is indicative to the outside world that we are truly Christ followers. There is one other application of this truth, found in 1 John 3:19-20,

This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 

This was written just after the verses I read above about loving not only in words but in actions. John follows that by claiming that such love indicates the reality of our profession of faith to ourselves as well as to outsiders. It is love that is the true evidence that we belong to Jesus Christ.

Love is Inviting 
Finally, love is inviting. As mentioned in the beginning of this message, we are called to be a bridge to Jesus instead of a barrier for those that don’t know Him. As we respond to His invitation to come share the love, we become a reflection of His heart to a divided and hurting world.

Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3,

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.

The same could be said of a church. We can have the newest building, state of the art audio-visual equipment, trendy youth programs, professional-level music ministry, all the bells and whistles, but if we don’t love each other, it won’t matter. The concept of “If you build it, they will come” may work in Hollywood, but not in the church of Jesus Christ! Without love, we are nothing. And those needing Christ the most will avoid us like the plague.

Building bridges of relationships is not as glamorous or exciting as building new church structures, but it is more important. Building personal bridges requires love and trust, time and patience, sacrifice and service. It may take years to build such a bridge with some folks, and after all that they may still refuse to come!

The truth is that between 85-90% of church members today came not because of a fancy church building or program, but because a friend or family member invited them to come. Someone who took the time and trouble to build a bridge instead of a barrier.

Come share the love!
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