Questions We Ask God #7

“Will There Be Pets in Heaven?”

selected Scriptures
One question many have asked (or wanted to ask) God over the years is, “Will there be pets in heaven?” So I was not surprised when this question emerged in our present series of Questions We Ask God. 

Personally, I find myself in agreement with humorist Will Rogers who said, “If there are no dogs in heaven, then when I die I want to go where they went.”
 But when it came to what I believed, I did not hold out much hope of seeing pets in heaven. Like many others, I was taught that you only got to heaven if you were saved, and I hadn’t seen any animals go to church, let alone go forward during an altar call.
 I had even been convinced that animals did not have souls; therefore they would not be in God’s eternal heaven. If someone asked my opinion on the matter, I would shrug my shoulders and say, “Well, you never know,” all the while thinking to myself, “…but I highly doubt it.”

Then a member of my congregation challenged me to read a book: Cold Noses at the Pearly Gates, by Gary Kurz.
 In fact, she suggested we go through the book in a home Bible study. To say that I was skeptical would be an understatement. I figured this would be a lightweight, emotional treatment of an idea we would all like to believe.

I was wrong.

Written by a Baptist minister, this book turned out to be very Scriptural, very logical, and very convincing. He brought up truths I had never considered on the subject. My perspective changed. I now understood that, while Scripture does not conclusively tell us whether our pets will make it to heaven, it does provide us with some significant clues regarding whether or not animals will inhabit the new heaven and the new earth.
 I agree that the question of whether our pets go to heaven requires an examination of the natures of animals, of humans, and of God.
 I believe Mr. Kurz did that very well.

Not everyone agrees, of course. Genesis 1 distinguishes between humans and non-human animals, explaining that humans are uniquely created in God’s image (Gen 1:24–27). From this point, many have drawn a distinction between the souls of people and animals. The 13th-century theologian Thomas Aquinas, for example, insisted that animal souls “depend entirely on matter” and do not exist without the body, whereas human souls are “incorruptible and immortal by nature.” His response, then, is a sad one for pet lovers. The 16th-century Reformer Martin Luther had a different view of whether there would be pets in heaven: “Certainly there will be, for Peter calls that day the time of the restitution of all things.” Luther’s response reflects his reading of Peter’s words in Acts 3:21.

More recently, C. S. Lewis suggested that a pet’s entrance into heaven depends on its relationship with its owner, in an analogous relationship to humanity’s dependence on Christ:

Man is in Christ and Christ in God.… There may be a sense, corresponding, though not identical, with these, in which those beasts that attain a real self are in their masters.… And in this way it seems to me possible that certain animals may have an immortality, not in themselves, but in the immortality of their masters.

Just as Christ draws humans to the Father, Lewis suggests, it is possible that humans do the same for their domesticated pets. Non-domesticated beasts seem to be another matter—though when asked about the eternal state of mosquitoes, Lewis quipped that God could easily combine mosquitoes’ heaven with humanity’s hell!
 In The Great Divorce, Lewis portrayed Sarah Smith, a woman ordinary on Earth, as great in Heaven. On Earth she loved both people and animals. In Heaven she’s surrounded by the very animals she cared for on Earth.

While we cannot say for certain that the pets we enjoy today will be “resurrected” in eternity, I am not willing to preclude the possibility. Some of the keenest thinkers from C. S. Lewis to Peter Kreeft are not only convinced that animals in general but that pets in particular will be restored in the resurrection. If God resurrected our pets it would be in total keeping with His overwhelming grace and goodness.
 As Kurz suggests, “I feel certain that God has a plan and place for all the creatures He has created.”

This morning I want to examine this issue in three ways: I believe that in creation we see the importance of animals; in redemption we see the innocence of animals; and in heaven we see the inclusion of animals.

The Importance of Animals

In creation we see the importance of animals. According to Genesis 1:24-25,

And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.

Animals were created before humans were created. They were a foretought, not an afterthought. They were and remain important. God did not make them temporary creatures, but intended rather that they should live forever.

Now it is important to distinguish animals from humans. The idea that “man is just the highest form of animal” is not correct. As Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:39, “All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another.” They are not the same.

Furthermore, animals were created “each according to their kinds.” This phrase has been described as “the rock upon which the whole theory of evolution perishes,”
 as Walter Kaiser explains, “God created the basic forms of life called mîn which can be classified according to modern biologists and zoologists as sometimes species, sometimes genus, sometimes family or order. This gives no support to the classical evolutionist view which requires developments across kingdom, phyla, and classes.”
 Genesis 1 dispels any notion of gradual transmutation of species. The Bible is clear that “creation is not a process; it is a finished product.”

It is important to note that wild or undomesticated animals did not always exist. In fact, domesticated beasts of burden did not always exist, either. There were no wild animals in the beginning. There were no plow horses or working oxen. All animals were tame, given the role of companion to mankind, and both dwelled together in peace and harmony. When He had completed His act of creation, we are told that God surveyed His perfect work and gave us this assessment of what He had made in Genesis 1:31, “And God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good.” 

Now we know that everything changed when the first humans sinned. The ripple effect of sin’s consequences touched all life—animals and plants as well as humans. All were corrupted, contaminated, and condemned to die because of Adam and Eve’s sin.

But that did not change God’s view of His creation. We read in Job 12:10, “In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind.” The Lord says in Psalm 50:10-12, “For every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills. I know every bird in the mountains, and the creatures of the field are mine. If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the world is mine, and all that is in it.”
The verse in Job brings up a touchy subject here. The King James Version reads, “In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind.” The word translated “soul” or “life” in other versions is the Hebrew word nephesh. This word appears many times and is used to describe both the essence of man and animals. 

Hank Hanegraaff agrees: “The Scriptures from first to last suggest that animals have souls. Both Moses in Genesis and John in Revelation communicate that the Creator endowed animals with souls. In the original languages of Genesis 1:20 and Revelation 8:9, nephesh and psyche respectively refer to the essence of life or soul. Not until Descartes, Hobbes and the Enlightenment did people think otherwise about animals.”
 

This is where the distinction between “soul” and “spirit” needs to be made. The soul is that part of us by which we are aware of ourselves. I believe the intellect, emotion, and volition (also known as the mind, heart, and will) comprise the soul. Animals as well as humans evidence these components.

The spirit, however, is that part of humans by which we are aware of God. Here I agree with Chuck Swindoll who wrote, “Unlike animals, we are able to connect with our God in the inner person like our pets never can and never will.”
 This explains how we were created “in the image of God” whereas animals were not.

This does not mean, though, that animals do not possess eternal souls. Many point to Ecclesiastes 3:18-21 to prove their position:

I also thought, “As for men, God tests them so that they may see that they are like the animals. Man’s fate is like that of the animals; the same fate awaits them both: As one dies, so dies the other. All have the same breath; man has no advantage over the animal. Everything is meaningless. All go to the same place; all come from dust, and to dust all return. Who knows if the spirit of man rises upward and if the spirit of the animal goes down into the earth?”

Keep in mind the context: Solomon wrote Ecclesiastes from the perspective of one “under the sun,” or without God. Throughout this book he concludes that life is meaningless because it ends and there is nothing beyond it. (Such is the hopeless view of the atheist today.) But the last verse, far from being a theological statement, is a plaintive question without an answer: “Who knows…?” Over and over Scripture affirms the importance of animals to God through creation.

The Innocence of Animals

Second, through redemption we see the innocence of animals. Many critics of the idea that there will be pets in heaven scoff at the idea: “Jesus died for human beings lost in sin; nowhere does Scripture suggest He died for animals.” That’s true. Jesus did not die for the sins of animals…because there is none! 

Animals are innocents. They have no sin and are not in need of redemption. If we apply the flawed logic that since they have no soul (in the sense they are using the word) and cannot be in heaven, then we are going to have to kick out all the other beasts that are there, because they also have no need for redemption, either. And we cannot stop there. The angels also have to go, for they are not partakers in salvation.

To say God does not save animals is to forget about the ark, where He preserved the animals along with mankind. When the water subsided, God made a covenant with Noah to never destroy the earth again by flood. God extended this covenant to the animals.

We read in Genesis 9:9-16, “I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you and with every living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every living creature on earth. I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 

And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.”
Furthermore, Paul speaks of more than just human beings in Romans 8:18-22,

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.
Did Christ die for animals? Certainly not in the way he died for mankind. People are made in God’s image, animals aren’t. People sinned, animals didn’t. Because animals didn’t sin, they don’t need a redeemer in the same way. But in another sense, Christ died for animals indirectly because his death for humanity purchased redemption for what was brought down by humanity’s sin, including animals. This is a clear statement that our resurrection, the redemption of our bodies, will bring deliverance not only to us but also to the rest of creation, which has been groaning in its suffering. This seems to indicate that on the New Earth, after mankind’s resurrection, animals who once suffered on the old Earth will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay.

If God created a new race of humans on the New Earth—rather than raising the people who had lived on the old Earth—would it fulfill the promise in Romans 8 of redemption, deliverance, and resurrection? No. Why? To have meaning, the people who are redeemed and resurrected into the new world must be the same people who suffered in the old world. Otherwise, their longing for redemption would go unmet. As goes mankind, so go the animals. If we take to its logical conclusions the parallel Paul makes between humans’ and animals’ groaning, then at least some of those animals who suffered on the old Earth must be made whole on the New Earth. The creatures that groan and cry out for their resurrection are specific suffering people and specific animals. They cry out for their deliverance, not another’s. I believe this suggests that God may remake certain animals that lived on the old Earth.

R. C. Sproul agrees: “The Bible does give us some reason to hope that departed animals will be restored. We read in the Bible that redemption is a cosmic matter. The whole creation is destined to be redeemed through the work of Christ… All of this is sheer speculation, but I would like to think that we will see our beloved pets again someday as they participate in the benefits of the redemption that Christ has achieved for the human race.

The Inclusion of Animals

Finally, in heaven we see the inclusion of animals. While the Bible does not give extensive details about our eternal home, what it says often includes animals. Revelation 21–22 has many similarities to Genesis 1–2. God’s vision for life on the new earth is a restoration of his vision that was lost on this earth. So we can look at these two chapters in Genesis and safely conclude that what was there at that time will be re-created.
 Animals populated the Garden of Eden. Thus, there is a precedent for believing that animals will populate Eden Restored as well. Animals are among God’s most creative creations. Thus, it would seem incredible that He would banish such wonders in heaven.

Two passages in Isaiah suggest this as well. We read in Isaiah 11:6-8, “The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper’s nest.” Then Isaiah 65:25 predicts, “The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, and dust will be the serpent’s food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,” says the Lord. Not only will there be animals in the new kingdom, but they will get along. Because there will be no death, there will be no predators. Frankly, I am not sure how God is going to manage to control population growth, particularly among rabbits, but I will leave that up to His infinite ingenuity.
 Some claim these passages refer to the Millennium, or the last thousand years on earth before God makes a new heaven and new earth, while others believe this reflects the reality of our eternal home.

In Revelation 5:13 John records, “Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: ‘To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!’” There are many references to “creatures” and “beasts” in heaven. We see the horsemen of the Book of the Revelation and the creatures that are around the throne of God praising him, to name a few. Jesus himself will return to earth for his church on a horse. The evidence of animals in heaven is strong and compelling.

Christ proclaims from his throne on the New Earth: “Behold, I am making all things new” (Revelation 21:5). It’s not just people who will be renewed but also the earth and “all things” in it. Do “all things” include animals? Yes. Horses, cats, dogs, deer, dolphins, and squirrels—as well as the inanimate creation—will be beneficiaries of Christ’s death and resurrection. Christ’s emphasis isn’t on making new things but on making old things new.
 Perhaps we can take comfort in the promise that “mourning and crying and pain will be no more” (Rev 21:4), trusting that the final restoration will include the love we’ve shared for our pets.

�Quoted in Randy Alcorn, Heaven (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale Momentum, ©2011).


�Karen Swallow Prior, “Via the Covenant,” Christianity Today, volume 56, number 4, April 2012 (Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today International, ©2012), 66–67.


�Gary Kurz, Cold Noses at the Pearly Gates (New York, NY: Kensington Publishing, ©1997, 2002, 2008).


�Hank Hanegraaff, The Bible Answer Book (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, ©2004).


�Wesley Smith, “Many of Us Hope So,” Christianity Today, volume 56, number 4, April 2012 (Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today International, ©2012), 66.


�C. S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain (New York, NY: HarperOne, ©1996).


�Quoted in Ryan J. Pemberton, “When the Bible Doesn’t Have the Answer: Will God’s Kingdom Include Our Pets?” Bible Study Magazine volume 11, issue 4, May/June 2019 (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press; Faithlife, ©2019), 56.


�Alcorn, op. cit.


�Hanegraaff, op. cit.


�Kurz, op. cit.


�Kurz, op. cit.


�John Phillips, Exploring Genesis (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, ©1980).


�Walter C. Kaiser, “1191 מין,” ed. R. Laird Harris, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke, Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, ©1980).


�Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Alive (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, ©1986).


�Kurz, op. cit.


�Kurz, op. cit.


�Hanegraaff, op. cit.


�Charles R. Swindoll, Embraced by the Spirit: The Untold Blessings of Intimacy with God (New York, NY: Worthy Books, ©2013), 149.


�Kurz, op. cit.


�Prior, op. cit.


�Alcorn, op. cit.


�R. C. Sproul, Now, That’s a Good Question! (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale Momentum, ©2011).


�Randy Frazee, What Happens After You Die: A Biblical Guide to Paradise, Hell, and Life After Death (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, ©2017).


�Hanegraaff, op. cit.


�Frazee, op. cit.


�See Kurz, op. cit.; Hanegraaff, op. cit.


�Kurz, op. cit.


�Alcorn, op. cit.


�Pemberton, op. cit.





PAGE  
6

