The Devil’s Toolbox #8

“Defeating the Devil”

selected Scriptures
We have spent the past several Sunday evenings taking a look at the devil’s toolbox, some of Satan’s favorite weapons he likes to use against Christians. I am not suggesting that we have covered them all, but I feel that we have addressed the basics and the time has come to wrap up this study. So this evening we conclude with a message entitled, “Defeating the Devil.”

Some might immediately take objection to this. “I thought Satan was defeated already!” they may say. That is true. The New Testament makes it abundantly clear that Satan is a defeated foe.
 The victory of Christ does not mean, however, that Satan can no longer fight against us. Think of it this way. God stripped King Saul of his title as king even though he was still allowed to harass King David for ten years.

In his book Satan Cast Out, Frederick S. Leahy says that it is only from our standpoint that there seems to be a gap between the victory of Christ over Satan and the final disposal of the defeated foe. He reminds us that lightning and thunder take place at the same time, but we see the light before we hear the rumble. He writes: “In objective reality, these are virtually one, but from our standpoint, owing to the fact that light travels more quickly than sound, there is usually a time-lag between seeing the flash and hearing the thunder. With God, the victory and the judgment are all in the cross.”
 We can say that we have seen the lightning, but we have not yet heard the crash of his fall. With God, there is no such gap; He regards the judgment and sentence as already complete. “Now will the ruler of this world be cast out” (John 12:31, italics added). And again, “The ruler of this world has been judged” (John 16:11 nasb, italics added).

Jesus said in Matthew 12:29, with reference to Satan, “Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.” Then in Revelation 20:1-3, Satan is portrayed as being bound by a chain and locked in the abyss (Tartarus) for a thousand years. Some Bible students feel that the “binding” or “chaining” of Satan took place when Jesus died on the cross and arose from the dead to ascend to heaven. While it is true that Jesus won His decisive victory over Satan at the cross, the sentence against the devil has not yet been carried out. He is a defeated foe, but he is still free to attack God’s people and oppose God’s work. Peter refers to Satan in 1 Peter 5:8 as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Paul spoke of taking a stand against the devil in Ephesians 6:10-18, while John saw Satan as presently active in the world in Revelation 2:13 and 3:9.
 Those Scriptures would make no sense if Satan were presently bound and locked up. Can you look around the world and say that Satan is not “alive and well on planet earth”?

Even though Satan knows he is defeated and knows his future, he doesn’t want to give up his territory. He fights to the last degree to maintain the hold he has had on us.
 He knows that he cannot have our soul, since we are safely in the Father’s hand, but if he can defeat us day to day, he can prevent us from effectively bringing others to Christ.

That being said, as a follower of Jesus you need not fear the devil. You are not a helpless victim caught between two nearly equal but opposite heavenly superpowers. Satan is a deceiver. Only God is omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient. Sometimes the reality of sin and the presence of evil may seem more real than the presence of God, but that’s part of Satan’s deception. Satan is a defeated foe and we are in Christ.

Recognize the Devil’s Strategy

First, recognize the devil’s strategy. Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 2:11, “in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.” We have the advantage of knowing how the devil likes to operate. It’s like an army coming across the enemy’s battle plans, or a sports team finding their opponent’s playbook. 

Remember how Satan tempts us. According to 1 John 2:16, Satan lures us through the lust of the flesh (what feels good), the lust of the eyes (what looks good), and the pride of life (what makes us look good). He used this tactic in the Garden of Eden; he tried to use it against Jesus in the wilderness; and he continues to use it against people today.

Furthermore, as we have seen in this series, the devil likes to target our hearts, or our emotions. The Bible says in Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” Jesus said in Matthew 15:18-19, “But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these make a man ‘unclean.’ For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander…” I am convinced that our emotions—which tend to be very self-oriented—is where our sin nature has its strongest grip. The Holy Spirit transforms us by the renewing of our minds, according to Romans 12:1. Facts are objective and don’t change; feelings are subjective and subject to change—a lot! Depend on the facts of God’s Word and not on the fluctuations of your feelings.

Rely on Divine Strength

Second, rely on divine strength. Yes, Satan is a defeated foe, but he is stronger than us on our own. This is seen in a rather humorous story told in Acts 19:13-16,

Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, “In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out.” Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. One day the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but who are you?” Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding.

We cannot use the name of Jesus like some kind of magic word or formula, as these clowns did. They experienced first hand what messing with demons without the power of Christ is like!

That is why Paul wrote in Ephesians 6:10-13,

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.

Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power, not our own. We need the full armor of God just to be able to stand against the devil’s schemes. Doing battle against Satan requires more than a New Year’s resolution and a dose of will power. Spiritual warfare requires spiritual weaponry. The strength you need to successfully do such battle is supplied by God. That may seem obvious. But, judging from the way we treat this truth, it bears repeating.

Many of us tend to swing toward one of two extremes when it comes to the devil. Some overestimate him. They become fearful and timid, lest Satan leap upon them. Others underestimate the devil. Yes, Satan is a defeated foe. But even though he is nothing more than a condemned death row inmate awaiting execution, it is not wise to sleep in his cell. 

In our humanity, we do not have the power to overcome the evil spirits at work in this world. We cannot beat the devil on your own. Only God is capable of putting the devil in his place, and that is exactly what he will do someday. In the meantime, however, God limits Satan’s reach and empowers us to achieve victory in our day-to-day encounters with darkness when we put on “the full armor of God.” It is only when we put on and use the full armor of God that we will experience the victory over the devil.

A young boy once went to the zoo with his dad. As they passed the lions’ den, one of the lions let out a ferocious roar. Startled, the boy grabbed onto his father, covered his face, and began to cry. His father asked, “What’s wrong?”

The little boy replied, “Don’t you see the lion?”

“Yes,” his father answered, “but I also see the cage.”

Satan is a defeated foe, a caged lion. But your victory in spiritual warfare must rest on the reality that God has given you everything you need to live in light of this truth in order to experience and become all that he has created you to be. God will not dress you. You are going to have to put on the armor of God every day in order to experience the victory that is yours.

Satan is more powerful than we are on our own, more intelligent, and more crafty. We don’t have a chance going one-on-one against the devil. The good news is that we don’t have to. We are in Christ with the Holy Spirit living within. And as 1 John 4:4 promises, “Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world.”
Resist the Devil’s Schemes 

Finally we can defeat Satan by resisting the devil’s schemes. James wrote in James 4:7, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” Peter added in 1 Peter 5:8-9,

Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.
When the devil comes along trying to intimidate us, tempt us to sin, or discourage us, we must stand up to him. He is a bully and if he can terrorize his prey into submission he will. Don’t fall for it!

· When he comes at us with his lies, stand against him with the truth.

· When he tries to manipulate our feelings, stand against him with the facts.

· When he attempts to intimidate us with his ferocity, remind him who defeated him.

Yes, Satan is a raging lion, seeking for someone to devour. But he is a caged lion, a defeated foe, one whose fate has been sealed to spend eternity in hell. The only victory he can achieve over a child of God is when the believer forfeits his or her rightful place. 

Don’t give him the win!
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