Sharpening the Skill of Building Your Legacy #1

“Teach as Jesus Taught”

selected Scriptures

A large group of people over the age of ninety-five were gathered to celebrate their long lives. They were asked the usual questions, like, “What’s the secret to a long life?” which evoked the usual humorous answers. Then someone asked the question, “If you could live your life over again, what would you do differently?” Their answers fell into three general categories. They said they would 1) reflect more, 2) risk more, and 3) do more things that would live on after their death.

The last of the three responses jumped out to me: “Do more things that will live on after their death.” That reminds me of a verse in the Bible, Joshua 24:31, “Israel served the Lord throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him and who had experienced everything the Lord had done for Israel.” This makes me think of the word “legacy.” Sometimes the term is used financially as in “a gift by will especially of money or other personal property,” as in a bequest or endowment. But I am thinking of the word as “something transmitted by or received from an ancestor or predecessor from the past.”
 That’s what Joshua did in his day. That is what we are called to do in ours.

In the New Testament, this is called “discipleship.” Just before Jesus ascended to heaven He told His disciples in Matthew 28:18-20,

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
There is only one command in “The Great Commission,” and that is, “make disciples.” We make disciples is by going, baptizing, and teaching. I call them initiative, initiation, and instruction. We spent the last month focusing on the first two, bringing the lost to Christ. This month we will consider the third, making disciples out of converts. 

Unfortunately, many Christians and churches are better at the first two than the third. We are all excited to have folks come to Christ and join the church, but then we leave them to go bring more in. To use the biblical image, they are “born again” and then left to fend for themselves. We wouldn't do that with a physical baby; why do we do it with a spiritual one?

Paul speaks of discipleship in 2 Timothy 2:2, “And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.” Build into another man’s life. By doing so, you will pass on a permanent, even an eternal, legacy.

This is our goal for this month: “Sharpening the Skills of Building Your Legacy,” or, in a word, discipleship. Our prototype for discipleship will be none other than our Lord Jesus Christ. He took twelve ordinary men and developed them to carry on His mission after He was gone. This did not happen overnight—He invested three years with His disciples. He brought them along slowly, step by step. We can extract four phases in His process:

· Instruction – He taught them

· Observation – they watched Him

· Practice – they practiced in a controlled setting

· Performance – He sent them out on their own

Jesus’ ministry was known for His teaching. We read in Matthew 5:1-2, “Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying…” Then in Matthew 11:1, “After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach in the towns of Galilee.” He taught His disciples specifically and He taught the crowds also.

I don’t expect each of us to take a dozen others and turn the world upside down. But we can all take one and help them grow and reach their potential in Christ. Let’s take a look at how Jesus instructed His disciples and how we can replicate that today.

Jesus Taught by Revealing

First, Jesus taught by revealing. In one sense, Jesus Himself was a revelation of God to the human race. He said to Philip in John 14:9, “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” In John 17:6, while praying to the Father, Jesus said, “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.”
In another sense, Jesus revealed the truth about God by His teaching. Everything He taught was truly divine revelation…something humans would not know unless told. Back in Matthew 11:25-27 we read,

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

So, how does this apply to our teaching? Understand that, whether witnessing to unbelievers or discipling new believers, we are introducing them to concepts of which they are not going to be familiar. This is going to require, in the words of 2 Timothy 4:2, “great patience and careful instruction.” Be careful not to use a lot of religious language or phrases that will be foreign to a new Christian. 
Jesus Taught by Relating

So how do you teach unfamiliar material? Jesus taught by relating the unfamiliar to the familiar. He did this most often with parables—a simple story using ordinary items to teach an unknown concept.

A great example of this is seen in Matthew 13:1-18,

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. He who has ears, let him hear.” 

The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?” 

He replied, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. This is why I speak to them in parables: Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: ‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’ But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it. Listen then to what the parable of the sower means…”
Then He explained the parable. Parables were a favorite teaching tool of Jesus, employing them somewhere between 35 and 55 times, depending on the resource. 

Parables may not be your thing, and that’s okay. Maybe you’re good at telling stories. Or drawing comparisons. Or painting word pictures. Whatever you’re good at, relate the unfamiliar to the familiar to teach the unknown.

Jesus Taught by Repeating

Finally, Jesus taught by repeating. This was a familiar practice among ancient teachers, particularly Jewish rabbis. Nowhere is it more evident than in the parables of the kingdom recorded in Matthew 13. There are very few points in any one of those parables that are not repeated in some form in at least one of the others.

Repetition may be an exact duplication of an idea or it may be a restatement. Repetition can be varied by changing the language slightly, such as using stories, making comparisons, and applying figures of speech.

Why is repetition necessary? Frankly, most of us don’t get things the first time. Some of us are thicker than others. Even Jesus felt frustration at times, such as in Matthew 17:17, “O unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you?” 

Instruction is the first phase of discipleship, and we can follow the example of Jesus as He taught by revealing new information, relating the unfamiliar to the familiar, and repeating lessons until they are fully learned. But what should we be teaching?

Certainly we need to impart information about God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Bible, the plan of salvation, sin, and other doctrines. But remember what Jesus said in the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19, “teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” Knowledge is not enough. The knowledge we impart should always lead to action. A disciple of Jesus is not just one who knows a lot about Him but one who obeys His commands. 

Building a legacy…doing things that would live on after we’re gone. Are you building a life that reflects your status as a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit, leaving a legacy that will stand the test of time?
 As Tony Evans put it, 

In the end, the number of outfits in your closet won’t matter. On your deathbed, you won’t be bragging about your cars. What’s going to matter is the spiritual legacy you left behind for others and the heavenly investments you forwarded ahead. The spiritual must always trump the material.

We can never be sure what others will do with the legacy we leave them, but our responsibility remains to leave them a legacy worth keeping.
 That begins by instruction.

But it doesn’t end there.

Instruction is only the beginning.
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