Playing with Fire #3

“The Menace of Magick”

selected Scriptures

“Is it live or is it Memorex?” Remember those commercials? Or how about, “I can’t believe it’s not butter”? (Maybe I’m showing my age!) The idea is, “Can you tell the real from the artificial?”

The same can be said about magic. Is it real or not? Is there such thing as real magic? If you believe that casting spells and doing magic is only the stuff of fairy tales, you are not alone. American culture has been bombarded with Disney cartoons and other fictional depictions of magicians in long purple robes and witches in tall black hats, so many do not realize that there are those who practice real magic and witchcraft.

Magic in Western culture has long been depicted as fantasy or stereotyped in a cartoonish way; people deny its existence. It is ironic, then, that our culture is dabbling in magic through what are thought to be innocent or even beneficial practices, such as healing with crystals, energy healing, wearing good-luck charms, and wearing jewelry inscribed with symbols intended to attract health, wealth, love, or success. These are all related to magical views and techniques.

Nonfiction books marketed to children, preteens, and teens teach Wicca, how to cast spells, do magic, learn fortune-telling, contact spirits, develop psychic powers, and other paranormal practices. The movie The Craft was credited by witches themselves with getting a lot of teens interested in modern Witchcraft. A statement in a pro-Witchcraft magazine noted that: “Whether you loved it or hated it, The Craft created a surge of interest in magick, the occult, and Witchcraft.” A young man who practices Witchcraft told an interviewer that he first got involved at age eleven and did his first ritual based on what he had seen in The Craft.

As we saw in out last study regarding divination, magic is marketed today as harmless fun. What about “white magic”? Can’t magic be used for good? This is our study for this evening.

The Meaning of Magick

What is meant by “magic”? First, there is a difference between “magic,” with the traditional spelling, and “magick,” spelled with a “k” on the end. Aleister Crowley, often credited with promoting Satanism into modern culture, reinvented the word magic by adding a k, a spelling used to separate real magick from stage illusions.
 As such I will be using the longer spelling depicting the real thing.
I will not be discussing slight-of-hand, distraction, illusions, and special effects featured in entertainment. These activities do not belong to the world of the occult. Nor am I referring to naturally occurring events that may be difficult to explain. Turning on a light switch in order to get electricity is not sorcery! Electricity has known components that can be identified and measured; there is objective, consistent data about it. When dealing with paranormal energy or forces, however, there is no known data or objective, verifiable components.

Magick seeks accomplishment of results beyond human power by means of superhuman spirit agencies, such as Satan and demons. Whereas divination taps secret knowledge, magick taps secret power.
 Magick is the attempt to manipulate spirits or occult forces of nature in such a way as to accomplish the will of the person doing the manipulation.
 As such it is the precise opposite of Christianity, which seeks surrender to God, not control Him, and operates by faith not knowledge.

What about the term “sorcery”? Even though the term enjoyed popularity thanks to Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone and The Sorcerer’s Companion: A Guide to the Magical World of Harry Potter, most people in the occult today do not use it since they see it as a denigrating term. According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, the word means, “the use of power gained from the assistance or control of evil spirits.” Some practitioners of magick may not like the term sorcery, but real magick incorporates a wide range of practices, including casting spells, incantations, rituals, and contact with spirits.
 Genuine magick is the art of bringing about results beyond man’s power through the enlistment of supernatural agencies.

The Manifestations of Magick

We move on to the manifestations of magick. Numerous forms of magick exist. Among them are black magick, white magick, neutral magick, and others. When any of these forms enlist spiritual powers, they are authentic cases of magick. In the absence of occult powers, the phenomena do not belong to the field of magick.

The term “black magick” refers to the art of producing supernatural effects by direct league with Satan and demons. The intentions in black magick are destructive and harmful.
“White magick” is black magick in pious masquerade. It may use, in a magical way, the name of God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit, along with Bible phrases and terminology, but is demonic in character. It is carried on in many so-called Christian circles, especially in areas of rampant cultism or where sound Bible teaching is lacking and the participants are not aware of its demonic nature. It is called “white” because it parades under the banner of light, in contrast to “black” magic that openly enlists the aid of the powers of darkness.
 Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 11:14-15, “And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.” This ability of evil spirits to masquerade as good occurs often within the realm of the occult.

Besides black and white magic, some authorities distinguish what they call “natural” or “neutral magick.” This category is not supposed to be related to demonism but confined to the natural realm. Doctors of the psychosomatic school believe they can use forces of nature for healing purposes. Just like the black and white variety, so-called neutral magick is also the devil’s work.

Ceremonial magick can involve complex rituals and spirit contact. Spells done by Wiccans or Witches often involve casting a circle, incantations, visualization, and invoking gods or goddesses. Techniques such as candle magic involve burning a certain color of candle, often along with visualization or incantations.

Magickal thinking is making a connection between things or events that have no actual cause-and-effect relationship. For example, if an athlete thinks his team will win the game if he wears his lucky socks, well, that is magical thinking. Everyone knows that a pair of socks cannot make anyone win a game. But the thinking behind a lucky object, which the athlete is undoubtedly blissfully unaware of, is that a special energy in the object will be imparted to him and to the team to make them win, or that the special object will attract a winning energy.

Magickal thinking is pagan thinking. If you were to examine the origins of most superstitions about luck, such as knocking on wood, carrying a rabbit’s foot or lucky penny, hanging a horseshoe over the doorway, or others, you would find that these concepts were based on beliefs in appeasing gods, powers, or chance; attracting supernatural powers for protection against evil; or some other superstitious view of attracting good fortune. Luck and so-called lucky objects have nothing to do with relying on God.

Carrying an object for luck is actually using the object as an amulet or a charm. The word charm itself originally was associated with magic and spells. To charm someone meant to put a spell on that person. Magic in all cultures includes the belief in objects or charms having special powers. An amulet is an object supposedly imbued with magical powers to keep the wearer safe from evil forces or events, and a charm supposedly attracts good fortune to the wearer. Such thinking assumes the particular object carries a power, and thus also is giving honor to the object and source of power.

This kind of thinking is at work in the marketing of necklaces and bracelets inscribed with Chinese symbols for good fortune, good health, love, long life, or prosperity. This is partly the result of a rising interest in Feng Shui, a complex set of divination techniques used to arrange and place objects so that the “universal life energy” will flow more smoothly in a physical location. Feng Shui uses Chinese characters that indicate fortune, prosperity, or happiness at certain locations in the home or office to attract “good energy.” Jewelry with these symbols is marketed to the public with the suggestion that wearing these pieces will bring health, happiness, love, or luck. This is similar to wearing an amulet or carrying a lucky charm.

What about witchcraft? As a generic term witchcraft refers to various practices in the occult. Used this way, it refers to the magick arts in general, and it is still used in this broad way in other cultures, sometimes being equated with sorcery. Since the twentieth century, however, the very same term (capitalized here to indicate a proper noun), Witchcraft, has come to be associated with a specific belief system. Witchcraft, sometimes also called Wicca, espouses a specific set of beliefs that set it apart from the generic term of witchcraft. This is a complex topic and will be treated only briefly here.

Though modern-day Witches and Wiccans practice occult arts, such as divination and casting spells, they are a separate group from the Magicians (those who practice Magick). Witches and Wiccans do not consider themselves sorcerers or magicians, although some of the practices of magicians described in the following section are also done by Witches and Wiccans.

The Menace of Magick

We conclude with the menace of magick, answering the question, “What’s wrong with magick (with a ‘k’)?” Magick—like divination as we saw last week—is the divinely forbidden art of bringing about results beyond human power through superhuman spirit agencies (i.e., Satan and demons). To recognize the connection between demonism and magic, it is necessary to know what the Bible has to say about it.

There is some discussion as to the precise meanings of the manifestations of magick, but none as to the thoroughgoing nature of the biblical prohibition of magickal practices. It was because of their practice of magick that the Lord drove the Canaanites out from before the Israelites. His abhorrence of all forms of magic is a corollary of the central truth of Old Testament religion. The Lord is the one God; there can be no thought of rival gods fighting against one another and employing magical arts in order to prevail. It is the will of the Lord that is done; the worshiper cannot manipulate such a great God. He can only submit to Him and try to do His will. The Old Testament never addresses itself to the question of whether the magical arts are a sham. It is enough that they are wrong and that the people of God will have nothing to do with them.

Moses told the Israelites in Deuteronomy 18:9-12,

When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord, and because of these detestable practices the Lord your God will drive out those nations before you.

Unfortunately the Israelites did not heed these words of Moses, as we read in 2 Kings 17:13-18,

The Lord warned Israel and Judah through all his prophets and seers: “Turn from your evil ways. Observe my commands and decrees, in accordance with the entire Law that I commanded your fathers to obey and that I delivered to you through my servants the prophets.” 

But they would not listen and were as stiff-necked as their fathers, who did not trust in the Lord their God. They rejected his decrees and the covenant he had made with their fathers and the warnings he had given them. They followed worthless idols and themselves became worthless. They imitated the nations around them although the Lord had ordered them, “Do not do as they do,” and they did the things the Lord had forbidden them to do. 

They forsook all the commands of the Lord their God and made for themselves two idols cast in the shape of calves, and an Asherah pole. They bowed down to all the starry hosts, and they worshiped Baal. They sacrificed their sons and daughters in the fire. They practiced divination and sorcery and sold themselves to do evil in the eyes of the Lord, provoking him to anger. 

So the Lord was very angry with Israel and removed them from his presence.
And it was not only the Israelites God rebuked for the use of magick. In Isaiah 47:8-15 He says to the Babylonians,

“Now then, listen, you wanton creature, lounging in your security and saying to yourself, ‘I am, and there is none besides me. I will never be a widow or suffer the loss of children.’ Both of these will overtake you in a moment, on a single day: loss of children and widowhood. They will come upon you in full measure, in spite of your many sorceries and all your potent spells. You have trusted in your wickedness and have said, ‘No one sees me.’ Your wisdom and knowledge mislead you when you say to yourself, ‘I am, and there is none besides me.’ Disaster will come upon you, and you will not know how to conjure it away. A calamity will fall upon you that you cannot ward off with a ransom; a catastrophe you cannot foresee will suddenly come upon you. 

“Keep on, then, with your magic spells and with your many sorceries, which you have labored at since childhood. Perhaps you will succeed, perhaps you will cause terror. All the counsel you have received has only worn you out! Let your astrologers come forward, those stargazers who make predictions month by month, let them save you from what is coming upon you. Surely they are like stubble; the fire will burn them up. They cannot even save themselves from the power of the flame. Here are no coals to warm anyone; here is no fire to sit by. That is all they can do for you—these you have labored with and trafficked with since childhood. Each of them goes on in his error; there is not one that can save you.”
Magick persisted into New Testament times, and it was just as much part of the world in which the servants of God lived then as it was in Old Testament times. There are specific references to practitioners of the magic arts, such as Simon Magus in Acts 8:18-24 and Elymas (or Bar-Jesus) in Acts 13:4-12. The attitude of New Testament writers to magic may be gathered from Paul’s words to Elymas: “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord?” (Acts 13:10) 

Paul includes sorcery among the “works of the flesh” in Galatians 5:19-21, and thus classes it with a variety of immoral forms of conduct. In 1 Corinthians 10:18-21 he writes,

Consider the people of Israel: Do not those who eat the sacrifices participate in the altar? Do I mean then that a sacrifice offered to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? No, but the sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, and I do not want you to be participants with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both the Lord’s table and the table of demons.
Many teens who practice magick or witchcraft like to say they are doing “white magick” or “white witchcraft,” meaning they are using their powers for good. Using powers for a bad or selfish end, or to hurt others, is “black magick.” Those in the occult may believe that their intention and use of power matters, but God condemns in clear language all such activity.
 In the light of Scripture, it is futile to dispute the evil nature of magic. It is definitely immoral because it violates the moral law of God. To praise it as a gift of God displays ignorance of God’s Word.
 The Bible is unmistakable that any such activity, whether considered benevolent or harmful, is strongly condemned.

According to Revelation 9, human history will end with a tremendous demonic revival that will culminate in the reign of Antichrist, who will be attended by diabolic signs and magickal wonders.
 In Revelation 21:8 and 22:15, sorcerers are excluded from the heavenly city and will have their place in the Lake of Fire.

Last week I quoted from John Stott, and I believe his words are worth repeating:
Why are these occult practices dangerous? My answer is, they’re dangerous because they are demonic. I do not mean by that that either the devil or demons are personally involved in each of these practices. I mean, rather, that those who are involved in them are trespassing into demonic territory that is forbidden to the children of God.

It is clear that magick has no place in Christianity. Magick cannot fit into a religion that tells of a God who loves sinners so much that He sent His Son to die on a cross to put away their sin. Calvary is evidence of the love of God and of His will to give us all that is good. There is no place alongside this for the use of practices meant to constrain Him into doing the will of the worshiper. Sometimes professing Christians attempt to use prayer to get their own way, which is to see it as a form of magick.

Divination is pursuing supernatural knowledge with the help of demons. Magick is pursuing supernatural power with the help of demons. Both are playing with fire.
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