What’s In A Name #3

“Everlasting Father”

Isaiah 9:6

Time.

It’s something we all have to deal with. It is the one resource every one has the same amount of—twenty-four hours each day. Many folks claim that the older you get, the faster time goes. (I, for one, believe it!) Especially in this holiday season, time seems to be at a premium. There are so many things to do, and there never seems to be enough time to do it all!

Looking back at one’s life, it is amazing how we spend our time. Someone has reported that the average 70-year-old spends:

· 20 years sleeping

· 20 years working

· 7 years playing

· 6 years eating

· 5 years dressing

· 3 years waiting for somebody

· 2½ years in bed

· 1½ years in church

· 1 year on the telephone [obviously not a teenage girl!]
 

One humorous incident displayed the irony of our obsession with time:

At a meeting of the Presbyterian General Assembly, the moderator announced: “The next number will be an address by Rev. James McCosh, Chancellor of Princeton University. Subject: “The Immortality of the Soul.” Time allotted: Fifteen minutes.”
 
Even churches are time conscious. Warren Wiersbe shares this ironic illustration,

“We will stand and sing hymn 325,” announced the worship leader, “‘Take Time to Be Holy.’ We will sing verses one and four.” If I had been sitting with the congregation instead of on the platform, I might have laughed out loud. Imagine a Christian congregation singing “Take Time to Be Holy” and not even taking time to sing the entire song! If we can’t take the time (less than four minutes) to sing a song about holiness, we’re not likely to take time to devote ourselves to “perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 Cor. 7:1).

As we continue to examine the names of Jesus under the title, “And He Shall Be Called…” let us review the text for our evening messages, Isaiah 9:6,

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

The name we focus on this evening is the third, “Everlasting Father.” This is perhaps the most difficult of these two-word titles in this verse, as Walter Kaiser notes, “Here the mystery of the Godhead stretches our human understanding almost to the breaking point. This newborn child is not only eternal, with an existence that never had a beginning, but he is also addressed as ‘Father.’”
 How can the Son be the Father?
The Messiah Was Eternal with the Father

First we consider the term “everlasting.” In the original Hebrew it is translated, “Father of eternity.”
 Some think of eternity as “a very long time,” but that is not right. Eternity is beyond time. Eternity never began and will never end. (Don’t think about that too much—it will give you a headache!) God, being eternal, is above time. To Him there is neither past nor future; everything is in the eternal present. 

Isaiah uses “eternity” more than any other author,
 most often referring to God. In Isaiah 63:16 we read, “You, O Lord, are our Father; Our Redeemer from Everlasting is Your name” [nkjv]. In Daniel 7:9 we read, “As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat.” This name for God, appearing three times in this chapter (verses 9, 13, and 22), suggests His eternal existence. He is the eternal, self-existent One, Creator of all things, and He has been viewing the activities of mankind from His throne in Heaven.
 A few verses later we see in Daniel 7:13-14,
In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.
Notice that this one “like a son of man” (which was Jesus’ favorite way to speak of Himself while on earth) is distinct from the Ancient of Days. Yet the Ancient of Days gives to Him authority, glory, and power, and all the world worshiped Him (which is only appropriate if He is God.) And notice in verse 14, “His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” Like the Father—the “Ancient of Days”—the Son is eternal, and His kingdom is an everlasting one. 
Another Old Testament prophecy concerning the Messiah uses similar language. Micah 5:2 is known for a different prediction but also sheds light on this subject: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” The last phrase, “whose origins are from of old, from ancient times,” indicates that the promised one’s beginnings were much earlier than his human birth, even from eternity.
 Thus, the one who will arrive in the future is one who has been here from the beginning of time and more!

Jesus Himself acknowledged as much in John 8:58, “Before Abraham was, I am.” By stating, “I Am,” He was taking on the name “Yahweh,” (which means “I Am”) and claiming to be eternal. And those listening understood what He meant, for they picked up rocks to stone Him to death for blasphemy.

The Messiah Is Equal with the Father

This leads to the second truth contained in the title, “Everlasting Father,” and that is the Messiah is equal with the Father. If your Bibles are still opened to John 8, turn a page or two over to read John 10:30-33, where Jesus says, 

“I and the Father are one.” 

Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?” 

“We are not stoning you for any of these,” replied the Jews, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.”
Jesus claims nothing less than equality with God, one in essence with the Father. This does not mean that He is the Father since each Person in the Godhead is separate from the other Persons, yet equally God. The Father, Son and Spirit are all God; but the Father is not the Spirit and the Son is not the Father. So how do we understand this?

The answer, of course, is in the Jewish use of the word “Father.” To an Old Testament Jew reading Isaiah’s prophecy, the word “Father” would mean “originator of” or “author of.” Jesus called Satan the “father of lies” in John 8:44. Jabal was the “the father of those who live in tents and raise livestock,” in Genesis 4:20. So in calling Jesus “Everlasting Father,” the prophet is saying, “He is the Originator of eternity!”

This simply means that He is the Creator of all things, even time. John 1:3 says, “﻿All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.﻿” In Colossians 1:16 Paul writes, “For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.” Then in Hebrews 1:3 we read of “his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.” The translation of the Greek word for “universe” should be “﻿ages﻿”—Father of eternity.

There is yet another way of understanding “Father” in this text. The term “Father” is regularly used to address Yahweh and to denote his relationship to his people. He is the one who has brought into existence the very people he calls to himself.
 In this way the Messiah is the kind of father who cares for those who can’t take care of themselves and disciplines those who need to be reproved. He is tender, faithful, a guardian, a provider, a loyal presence. All these things we want in a father. God is everlastingly that kind of father, full of tender mercies.

The psalmist speaks of this in Psalm 103:13-18,

As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him; for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust. As for man, his days are like grass, he flourishes like a flower of the field; the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place remembers it no more. But from everlasting to everlasting the Lord’s love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children’s children—with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts.

The Messiah can be called “Everlasting Father” because the everlasting fatherly love of God is revealed in this child and that this child will do nothing other than bring the love of the Father to the earth. In this way, the Father and the Son are one, and he who sees the Son, sees the Father. This child will do nothing of himself, he is not a wonder child in the human sense, but an obedient child of his heavenly Father. At the time of his birth he brought eternity to earth. As Son of God he brings to us all the love of the heavenly Father. Go then to the manger, to seek and find the everlasting Father, who has now become also your loving Father.

When He is called “Everlasting Father” (or “Father of eternity”, or “Father for all time”), the “father” image “expresses the role of the king as he exercises care and concern on behalf of his people.” We might paraphrase, “always a father.” “Father-like, he tends and spares us; well our feeble frame he knows.” This part of the child’s name perfectly balances the immediately preceding one, for if “mighty God” speaks of his power and might to fight for and defend his people, “always a father” speaks of the tenderness and heavenly anxiety he has to care for them in all their circumstances.

And so we see the richness of this title, “Everlasting Father.” The Messiah was (and is) eternal with the Father, sharing the divine essence that sets God apart from His creation. Even though Jesus of Nazareth had a definite beginning with His birth in Bethlehem, as the Son of God He existed for all time with no beginning or end. 

Calling Him “Everlasting Father” does not eliminate His identity as God the Son but reflects His role as Creator of all things—even time itself—and His relationship with His people, as a provider, protector, and guide. In the ancient world people often looked to their king to fulfill this role, but even the godliest human kings could not live up to such a task. Only the Everlasting Father who is no less than God in the flesh could fulfill the expectations and requirements of that responsibility.

So what does this mean for us?

God made us for eternity. There is more to life than what meets the eye. In Jesus Christ we see eternity revealed. He is that eternal life. But how do you and I experience it? After all, we are sinners. Everything that partakes of sin experiences death. Until you and I can remove this terrible thing called sin, we can never move into the marvelous dimension of the eternal.

But that is something we cannot do for ourselves. God understood that, and so from the very beginning He allowed a substitute—an animal—to take the place of the sinner and pay the penalty of sin, which is death. For centuries, countless innocent lambs, rams, bulls, and goats were slaughtered in place of sinful people who truly deserved to die. 

This was only a temporary provision, however, “because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Hebrews 10:4). I believe God instituted animal sacrifices to prepare mankind for the ultimate sacrifice of His Son, "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). Jesus, the promised Child to be born and Son to be given, was born on that first Christmas in order to take away the sin of the world—the sins you and I have committed. And so, as Paul writes in Romans 6:23, "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Eternity is now opened to us through the gift of the Christmas Child. And as we receive that gift, we become children of God.
As the eternal Holy Spirit works in our lives, we participate in the eternal plan and work of God. As we obey His Word, our lives take on the quality of the eternal. We live in time, but we live for eternity. “The one who does the will of God lives forever” (1 John 2:17). Life is not spent or wasted; life is invested in the eternal. No matter what we experience in life, it is an investment in eternity. The eternal is so glorious that the temporal with its burdens and problems does not defeat us.

Jesus Christ is the “Father of Eternity.” As your Savior and Lord, let Him give birth to the eternal in your life.
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