“And He Shall Be Called…” #2a

“Mighty God”

Isaiah 9:6

What the world needs now is a hero.

Used to be that heroes were plentiful, and could be found in various places. Policemen, firemen, and even political leaders were looked upon with respect and even awe. Soldiers who left family and friends to fight for their nation were accorded high status. Ball players and movie stars seemed larger than life in the eyes of boys and girls who wanted to be “just like them.”

Heroes, though, have a tendency to fall. In recent years politicians are viewed with skepticism and scorn. Drug scandals and other illegal activities have taken the luster off many sports heroes, causing the public to cast a suspicious eye on all of them. The same can be said of others in the entertainment industry, whether movie stars or musicians. Even superheroes are susceptible to kryptonite! 

This time every year, though, we do honor a Hero who commands not only our admiration and awe, but also our adoration and worship. I am, of course, speaking of Jesus Christ, whose birth we honor this Christmas season. We don’t usually think about the baby lying in a humble manger in terms of “Hero,” and may think that others in the Christmas story might be more worthy of the title. Mary, Joseph, even the shepherds and magi evidenced heroic characteristics in this event. But, as we will see, Jesus Christ is the ultimate Hero, not only of the Christmas season, but for all time.

We return to our main passage for this Sunday evening series of messages, Isaiah 9:6, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

“Where is ‘hero’ mentioned in that verse?” we might wonder. In most English translations we would not see it, though there is one recent exception. But those original readers of Isaiah’s prophecy would have seen it immediately. The phrase we focus on this morning is “Mighty God,” which is el gibbor, in Hebrew, a familiar designation in the Old Testament. Those words are literally “God Hero,” or, “a heroic God.”
 The New American Bible renders this phrase, “God-Hero.” The promised child—Immanuel—is called “The Mighty God,” or “The God-Hero.” Let’s consider this a little closer.
The Messiah Would Be Great

The first word in this title shows that the Messiah would be great. The Hebrew term is gibbor, and it appears in one fashion or another 328 times in the Old Testament. It is commonly associated with warfare and has to do with the strength and vitality of the successful warrior.
 Walter Kaiser renders this, “the irresistible Conqueror.”

This phrase “mighty God” appears elsewhere in the Bible. Deuteronomy 10:17 reads, “For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes.” Nehemiah prays in Nehemiah 9:32, “Now therefore, O our God, the great, mighty and awesome God…”
The promised Messiah can be referred to as the “Mighty God” because He would administer the universe with divine power.
 Isaiah 11:2 predicts, “The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.” Psalm 24:8 declares, “Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.” And Hebrews 1:3 says, “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.” His achievements are awesome, for He is a “hero” in battle and victorious in His cause. He has triumphed over all His enemies as He marches forth for truth, meekness, and righteousness.

This title also connects to the first in the verse, “Wonderful Counselor.” Not only is this Messiah someone whose counsel is always right, but He is also strong enough to overcome all opposition. He’s not only a wonder of a planner, but He is also a powerful implementer. He is superior to all others in strength.
 When He was here on earth, He revealed himself as “The mighty God” by the miracles that He performed.
 He is the one to whom “﻿all power is given.﻿” He is the omnipotent God. That little baby lying helpless on Mary’s lap held the universe together. He said, “﻿All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.﻿” He is the Mighty God!
 What a paradox that a babe in a manger should be called mighty!

The Messiah Would Be God

Yet this title means more. In calling Him “Mighty God,” Isaiah claims that the Messiah would be God. Many scholars dismiss this phrase as a reference to deity on the basis of the fact that gibbôr can be a noun, “hero,” as well as the adjective “mighty,” or that ʾēl may be used adjectivally to mean “great.” Thus, they read “great hero” or “god-like hero.” Apart from the attempt to deny deity to the person in question, there is no reason to depart from the traditional rendering. Wherever ʾēl gibbôr occurs elsewhere in the Bible there is no doubt that it refers to God, as in Deuteronomy 10:17 or Jeremiah 32:18.
 Isaiah 10:21 declares, “A remnant will return, a remnant of Jacob will return to the Mighty God”—the same Hebrew phrase used in Isaiah 9:6. The Messiah will be like God because, in fact, He is God.
 This title underscores the ultimate deity of this child-deliverer.

Jesus was—and is—no less than Almighty God. He demonstrated this fact over and over again during His ministry on earth. Turn to Mark 1:21-28,

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, "What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!" 

"Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!"  The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. 

The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him." News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 

Jesus had power over evil spirits.

In the next chapter, Mark 2:1-12, we read, 

A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven." 

Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, "Why does this fellow talk like that? He's blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?" 

Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, "Why are you thinking these things? Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up, take your mat and walk'? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…" He said to the paralytic, "I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home."  He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, "We have never seen anything like this!" 
Jesus had power over sickness and the authority to forgive sins—something only God could do! (The teachers of the law actually got that right!)

Perhaps the most dramatic display of divine power is seen in Luke 7:11-17,

Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with him. As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, "Don't cry." 

Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, "Young man, I say to you, get up!"  The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. 

They were all filled with awe and praised God. "A great prophet has appeared among us," they said. "God has come to help his people." 
Power over death! On at least two other occasions Jesus brought the dead back to life, and He Himself triumphed over death when He was raised from the dead. No wonder He would say in Revelation 1:17-18, “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and the grave.”
Power over sin, sickness, evil spirits, and death—that is a Mighty God indeed! As Dietrich Bonhoeffer said nearly a century ago,

“Mighty God” is the name of this child. The child in the manger is none other than God himself. Nothing greater can be said: God became a child. In the Jesus child of Mary lives the almighty God. Wait a minute! Don’t speak; stop thinking! Stand still before this statement! God became a child! Here he is, poor like us, miserable and helpless like us, a person of flesh and blood like us, our brother. And yet he is God; he is might. Where is the divinity, where is the might of the child? In the divine love in which he became like us. His poverty in the manger is his might. In the might of love he overcomes the chasm between God and humankind, he overcomes sin and death, he forgives sin and awakens from the dead. Kneel down before this miserable manger, before this child of poor people, and repeat in faith the stammering words of the prophet: “Mighty God!” And he will be your God and your might.

This is where we see the application for our lives today. Jesus Christ is not simply the Mighty God; He is my Mighty God and your Mighty God, if you put your trust in Him. 

Just before leaving earth, Jesus gave what is often called the Great Commission. Many Christians know this by heart, but we often ignore the statement just before the commission itself. In Matthew 28:19-20 Jesus says,

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

Notice the “Therefore” at the beginning of this passage. That means what follows is connected to what is before. And what is before? In Matthew 28:18, Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” The original word translated “authority” can also be rendered “power,” as it is in some English versions.

This means that we are sent to fulfill the Great Commission with nothing less than all power in heaven and on earth! The same power that Jesus exercised on earth—the same power that raised Jesus from the dead—is at work in us! Paul writes in Ephesians 1:18-20,

I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms.

That’s power, folks! And it is at our disposal, as Ephesians 6:10 exhorts us, “Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.” Yet in reality few Christians live with this kind of power. Why is that? The reason many people do not experience God’s power is because they are too strong in themselves. God has to wait until they are weak; then He can share His power with them.

We must come to the end of ourselves and realize that while “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me,” it is also true that “without Him we can do nothing.” 

Which will it be for you?

Allow the Baby of Bethlehem be your Mighty God!
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