Power in the Blood #8

“Living Under the Blood”

selected Scriptures

Over the past several weeks we have considered the power in the blood of Jesus. We have seen how the blood has redeemed us, or purchased us from slavery; the blood has cleansed us from every and all sin; the blood has given us life in this world and the next; the blood has given us unlimited access to the Father; the blood provides healing (though not as a magic potion); the blood gives victory over the devil; and the blood spares us from the wrath of God against sin.

Every one of these statements is biblically accurate and true. They make for good theology. But we need more than good theology when it comes to daily living. We need for the truth of God’s Word to become alive, to be put into practice on a day to day basis. How do we do this when it comes to the blood of Christ? What does it mean to live “under the blood”?

Tonight I want to wrap up this study with three practical steps that will help understand and experience what living under the blood is all about. 

Remember the Finished Work

First, we must remember the finished work of the blood. Just before He gave up His spirit on the cross, Jesus said in John 19:30, “It is finished.” John says of Jesus earlier in verse 28, “knowing that all was now completed,” using the same Greek word tetelestai. His words could be translated, “It has been completed” or even, “paid in full.”
 The Greek verb is in the perfect tense, indicating an achievement with lasting results. It might be rendered, “It has been and remains forever accomplished.” His cry is not the despairing groan of one who is dying in resignation and defeat. It is a shout, according to Matthew and Mark, uttered “in a loud voice,” proclaiming a resounding victory. No wonder John Stott concludes, “One could perhaps claim that these words…are the most momentous ever spoken.”
 

The finished work of Christ is a recurring theme of the book of Hebrews. We read in Hebrews 10:11-12, 

Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.

Five times in Hebrews the sacrifice of Jesus is described as “once for all”; this phrase is also used once by Paul (Romans 6:10) and once by Peter (1 Peter 3:18).

When it comes to sin, it is only the finished work of Jesus Christ in space, time, and history, back there on Calvary’s cross, that is enough. It is only the blood of Jesus that is enough to cleanse my sin as a Christian, and it is only upon the basis of the blood of Christ that the spot is removed. By faith I bring my sin under the blood of Jesus.
 When we are saved, all our sins—past, present and future—are put under the blood.
 According to Hebrews 10:14, “by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.” When the blood of Christ perfects us and removes every sin, there is nothing that God can find in us as a basis of condemnation. The glorious truth is that when we are covered with the blood of Christ, God looks upon us just as He looked upon His own beloved Son; and there is no more reason for God to reject the one who is covered by the blood of Christ than there is for God to reject Christ Himself. By His sacrifice we are perfected forever.
 What release there is in knowing that our sins are under the blood, removed as far as the east is from the west, buried in the sea of God’s forgetfulness, forgiven forever!

Do you have that doctrine straight? Do you know that all your sins are under the blood of Christ? Do you believe the Word that your sin has been dismissed from God’s memory, and it is treated as though it had never been committed? Unfortunately we don’t have the gift of dismissing from our minds that which brings guilt to our conscience. We’ve not been given that power, but God by a sovereign act of His will can and does dismiss from His mind the memory of every sin that has been covered with the blood of Christ. That is the doctrinal basis of a good conscience.

And yet guilt is one of the major problems that God’s children face day by day. Even though we have been saved by the blood of Christ and all sins have been graciously forgiven, many are plagued by a remembrance of past sins and failures, of wasted life and squandered years. Consequently, they know little of God’s peace as their daily portion.
 It is as though they have forgotten the finished work of Christ on the cross.

Rebuke the False Words

There is another step in living under the blood: we are to rebuke the false words of the devil. Peter warns us in 1 Peter 5:8, “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” That might cause us to fear, except that he goes on to say in verse 9, “Resist him, standing firm in the faith.” James 4:7 echoes this thought: “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”
One of the adversary’s tactics—since he cannot take away our salvation—is to take away the joy of our salvation. Since our sonship is settled, he seeks to keep us from enjoying it. One of his subtle methods of doing this is to remind us of some past sin. It may be something we did years ago which he delights to use to torment us. It may be something of which we were guilty before we ever came to know Jesus Christ as our Savior. If so, when we accepted Jesus Christ as our personal Savior, it was put under the blood; God has forgotten it, but Satan hasn’t forgotten. If God has dismissed from His memory every sin covered by the blood of Christ, then obviously that feeling of guilt cannot come from Him. The only other one who can cause it is Satan. Not only does Satan accuse us before God, but he accuses us before our own conscience. Thus the conscience that has been cleansed from sin’s defilement is now aroused to consciousness over sins that are already dismissed in the mind of God; and the child of God breaks emotionally, mentally, or physically because he keeps on listening to Satan’s accusations stirring up a conscience about guilt.

How are we to meet this? Peter says, “Resist him, standing firm in the faith.” To “resist” means to withstand. It is the same word Paul used in writing to the Ephesians concerning the armor of God in Ephesians 6:13, “Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.” When Satan accuses us, we have the right and the authority as the sons of God to forbid him to keep on accusing us because we believe what the Bible says that our sins are under the blood and are dismissed; there is no remembrance of them in heaven. How far can Satan get when he accuses the brethren before God? He doesn’t get anywhere because we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteousness, who pleads His blood. And Christ offers His blood to the Father as that which keeps on cleansing us from all sin. Satan can’t get anywhere with God because Christ pleads His blood. What is our defense when Satan accuses us? The blood of Christ. We can silence the accuser of the brethren when he accuses our conscience and stirs up guilt over forgiven sins by pleading the blood of Christ.

John also says in 1 John 3:20, “If our heart condemns us…” This is the very problem about which we are talking: children of God who have some guilt about something in the past. Our heart condemns us. What is the answer? The end of the verse states, “…God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.” God knows that the blood of Christ has already been applied to that thing and that the blood of His Son, keeps on cleansing us from all sin. He knows that those sins are under the blood.

There are at least two ways in which Satan accuses Christians: first, for real sins we have committed, but which are under the blood of Christ, and second, by making some act or motive of ours appear to be sin when it is not. We all know what it is to feel guilt for real sin—an altogether proper thing. But when that sin has been confessed to God we must refuse to carry the load of guilt any longer, refuse to listen to Satan’s accusations. We may still be ashamed, but not guilty. A psychologist friend of mine asks his clients, “Who do you think you are, refusing to forgive yourself when God has forgiven you?” Because of Christ’s death and resurrection, Satan is unable to successfully lodge a complaint against a penitent believer at the throne of God. But if we do not remember this, Satan can make life very miserable for us.

Some Christians have a problem with perpetual introspection. This constant self-examination is dangerous because it often leads to self-accusation. The Devil knows that if he can get you to dwell on the memories of past sins, then he has won the battle.

Besides our memories of past mistakes, Satan also uses our feelings to accuse us. When we are run down from a lack of sleep, poor eating habits, a lack of exercise or an illness, we have a tendency to give in to feelings of depression, self-pity or anger. It’s at these times, when we are feeling depressed, that the Devil comes to us and says, “That’s right! Keep throwing fuel on the fire. You have a right to feel sorry for yourself. Remember all the things you’ve done and all the things people have done to you.” Before you know it, you are defeated.

What is the answer when we begin to accuse ourselves? We can take these memories and feelings to Him. What does the Lord do about them? He puts them under the blood of Jesus Christ. They are gone. He buries them in the depths of the sea. He blots them out like a thick cloud. He takes them off the record. We are made righteous and worthy in His eyes. Nothing Satan can say or do will change our position in Christ. And the Devil can take the joy out of the Christian life only when we allow him to.

If such guilt arises, it does not originate from God. It comes from Satan who is seeking to destroy our joy, and Satan is to be resisted or rebuked (with the blood of Christ) and the blood of Christ will silence this accuser of the brethren. Don’t listen to him. Don’t entertain the suggestions and doubts he puts in your mind. Instead, claim the efficacy of the blood of Christ and stand on the promise that His blood cleanses from all sin. Praise God for the blessed truth that God has affirmed that “their sins and inquiries will I remember no more.” The best way to deal with Satan when he comes to make you miserable is to say bluntly, “Shut up! My sins are under the blood.”

The secret is to thank God for your forgiveness even when you still feel guilty. Use your guilt feelings as a reminder to give praise to God for His forgiveness. Respond with the truth of Scripture. This will become a great stepping-stone in your life, for you will learn to walk by faith, not by the whims of your emotions. And soon your feelings will catch up with your theology!
 As I consciously say, “Thank you” to God for a completed work, my conscience should come into rest.

These same steps apply to every aspect of what the blood of Christ does for us. When it comes to our redemption, our access to the Father in prayer, our victory over Satan, and the escape from God’s wrath, we must resist the devil and, at times, our own feelings, and remember the truth of God’s Word.

Resolve to Faithfully Walk

Finally, we need to resolve to faithfully walk according to the truth of God’s Word. The reality rests upon the knowledge of what Christ has purchased for us, not only in taking us to Heaven, but in the present life; and then beginning to act upon this in moment-by-moment faith. The blood of Christ has meaning in our present life. We must learn the reality of the meaning of the work of Jesus Christ on the cross, in our present life, and consciously beginning to act upon it.
 

James writes in James 1:22-25,

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does. 

He goes on to add in James 2:14-19,

What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.

If what we believe doesn’t affect how we behave, then we don’t really believe it! Our Christian growth is not merely measured by how much we know, but by how much we live. 

Jesus underscores this in Matthew 7:24-27,

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.

Both builders had heard the words of Jesus, but only one put them into practice. In any area of our Christian life, we must come to terms with how to live what we learn. Living under the blood is not some mystical, esoteric experience that only the super-spiritual can ever attain (as if there is such a thing as a “super-spiritual” Christian!) It is simply discovering what the Bible says about the blood of Jesus, believing it, and living like we believe it.

It is literally a life-changing experience!
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