Power in the Blood #6

“Victory in the Blood”

Revelation 12:11

Why did Jesus come to earth?

There are several possible answers to that question, many of them completely accurate. Jesus came to earth to reveal the Father to mankind. Jesus came to earth to announce His coming kingdom. Jesus came to earth to live a perfect life as an example of how we should live. Jesus came to earth to die on the cross for our sins. All are true.

Yet in 1 John 3:8 we see a very succinct summary of a reason for the coming of Jesus Christ: “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.” That takes us to the heart of the matter. During those thirty-odd years the key battle of the history of the universe was being conducted, and both sides knew it.

The outcome was never in doubt. From the very beginning of human history, the ending had already been written. After Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, God said to the serpent in Genesis 3:15, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” The question was not who would win the battle, but when and how.

Christ’s Victory by His Blood

The triumph of Jesus Christ at every juncture over the powers and principalities of evil is a major theme of the New Testament. He was tested by persecution at His birth and throughout His life. He was tested by false friends, by hostile religious leaders, by Jewish and Gentile civil authorities. The principalities and powers attacked Him through opposition from within His own circle. His own family assigned His miracles to the devil and one of His intimate friends sold Him for thirty pieces of silver. No man was ever tested like Jesus Christ. He faced it all, and overcame it all, as no man before or since has done. But it was at the cross that Jesus Christ won the greatest and most conclusive victory over the powers of evil.
 Satan’s power has been broken by the promised coming of God’s sovereign rule in history through the redemptive work of Christ.
 

John Stott observes, “Perhaps the most important New Testament passage in which the victory of Christ is set forth is Colossians 2:13-15.”

He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

To illustrate Christ’s vanquishing of wicked spiritual powers, Paul invokes the image of a victorious general leading a procession, parading his conquered enemies in shackles to humiliate them in their defeat. Paul uses this term for “triumph” only once elsewhere, in 2 Corinthians 2:14, where he writes, “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.” Commentator William Barclay helps us see the picture Paul evoked for his readers when he used the word “triumph” for the kind of victory believers have in Jesus Christ:

In a Triumph the procession of the victorious general marched through the streets of Rome to the Capitol in the following order. First came the state officials and the senate. Then came the trumpeters. Then were carried the spoils taken from the conquered land. Then there walked the captive princes, leaders and generals in chains, shortly to be flung into prison and in all probability almost immediately to be executed. Then came the lictors bearing their rods, followed by the musicians with their lyres; then the priests swinging their censers with the sweet-smelling incense burning in them. After that came the general himself. He stood in a chariot drawn by four horses. He was clad in a purple tunic embroidered with golden palm leaves, and over it a purple toga marked out with golden stars. After him rode his family; and finally came the army wearing all their decorations and shouting Io triumphe! their cry of triumph. As the procession moved through the streets, all decorated and garlanded, amid the cheering crowds, it made a tremendous day which might happen only once in a lifetime.

Though the illustration is the same in 2 Corinthians 2:14 and Colossians 2:15, Paul’s use of the image in Colossians differs slightly in that it focuses on the humiliating march of the vanquished, whereas the emphasis in 2 Corinthians is on the jubilant march of the victors. And believers are reckoned among the triumphant victors!

The most amazing part of this passage, though, is the final line: “triumphing over them by the cross.” The death of Christ on the cross looked like a great victory for Satan, but it turned out to be a great defeat from which Satan cannot recover.
 The very instrument of disgrace and death by which the hostile forces thought they had him in their grasp and had conquered him forever was turned by him into the instrument of their defeat and disablement. As he was suspended there, bound hand and foot to the wood in apparent weakness, they imagined they had him at their mercy, and flung themselves on him with hostile intent. But, far from suffering their attack without resistance, he grappled with them and mastered them, stripping them of the armor in which they trusted, and held them aloft in his outstretched hands, displaying to the universe their helplessness and his own unvanquished strength. Such seems to be the picture painted in these words.

So the victory of Christ, predicted immediately after the Fall and begun during his public ministry, was decisively won at the cross.
 In His death, resurrection, and ascension, Christ vindicated God and vanquished the devil.

Christian’s Victory through His Blood

Yet there’s more to it than that. Christ’s victory has become every Christian’s victory. Turn with me to Revelation 12:7-11,

And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.”
No book of the New Testament bears a clearer or stronger testimony to Christ’s victory than the book of Revelation. More than half the occurrences of the “victory” word group (nikao, to overcome and nike, victory) are to be found in this book.
 

Interestingly, one of those occurrences is found in Revelation 13:7, where we read concerning the Antichrist (or “the Beast”), “He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them.” The Greek word translated “conquer” here is the same term rendered “overcame” in 12:11.
 There is irony in these references to “conquering,” for in some cases conquering means being put to death because of faithfulness to Jesus. By being faithful unto death, those who belong to Jesus follow Him, for He conquered by being slain. To be faithful to confess Jesus’ name, whatever it costs, is to conquer. Jesus promises white garments, and He promises that those who conquer will never have their names blotted out of the book of life.

This is the prescription for all overcoming: in all circumstances, in tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, sword, and in dying, “we are more than conquerors through him who loved us,” as Romans 8:35-37 states. And so the very moment when the devil seems most to overcome and prevail, even in the killing of the saints, is the moment of their victory and his defeat.

As followers of Christ, you and I share in His victory over the devil. We need not worry about the forces of evil in the spiritual realm. The satanic armies of principalities and powers are defeated and disgraced! As we claim the victory of Christ, use the equipment He has provided for us, and trust Him, we are free from the influence of the devil.

This, then, is the situation. The devil has been defeated and dethroned. Far from this bringing his activities to an end, however, the rage he feels in the knowledge of his approaching doom leads him to redouble them. Victory over him has been won, but painful conflict with him continues.
 Scripture promises that Satan cannot harm the believer who will not harm himself. It is when we cease to watch and pray that Satan can use his weapons against us.

The message of the book of Revelation is that Jesus Christ has defeated Satan and will one day destroy him altogether. It is in the light of these certainties that we are to confront his continuing malicious activity, whether physical (through persecution), intellectual (through deception) or moral (through corruption). How, then, can we enter into Christ’s victory and prevail over the devil’s power? How can we be numbered among the ‘overcomers’? How can we hope to throw the enemy back, not only in our own lives but in the world he has usurped?

First, we are told to resist the devil. ‘Resist him, standing firm in the faith.’ Again, ‘Resist the devil, and he will flee from you’ [1 Pet. 5:8-9; Jas. 4:7]. We are not to be afraid of him. Much of his show of power is bluff, since he was overthrown at the cross, and we need the courage to call his bluff. Clad in the full armour of God, we can take our stand against him (Eph. 6:10-17). We are not to flee from him, but on the contrary to resist him so that he flees from us. Our own feeble voice, however, is not sufficiently authoritative to dismiss him. We cannot say in our own name, as Jesus could, ‘Begone, Satan’. But we can do it in the name of Jesus. We have to claim the victory of the cross. ‘In the name of Jesus Christ, of Christus Victor, who defeated you at the cross, begone, Satan.’ It works. He knows his conqueror. He flees before him.

Secondly, we are told to proclaim Jesus Christ. The preaching of the cross is still the power of God. It is by proclaiming Christ crucified and risen that we shall turn people ‘from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God’ (Acts 26:18), and so the kingdom of Satan will retreat before the advancing kingdom of God. No other message has the same inherent force. No other name is defended and honoured by the Holy Spirit in the same way.

Both in our own lives, then, and in the church’s mission it is only the cross of Christ, by which Satan has been defeated, which can prevail against him. It is still true today that ‘they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death’ (Rev. 12:11). Uncompromising witness to Christ is essential. So is the willingness, if necessary, to lay down our lives for his sake. But indispensable to both is the content of our faith and message, namely the objective, decisive victory of the Lamb over all the powers of darkness, which he won when he shed his blood on the cross.
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