Power in the Blood #1

“Bought with Blood”

various texts

This time of year we celebrate our freedom as Americans. Yet, as a people, we do not always appreciate what it took—and continues to take—for us to remain free. U. S. Representative Paul Gosar (R-AZ) stated a few weeks ago,

Too often, we forget the true cost of liberty. It has been paid for by the men and women of our armed services who have laid down their lives upon the altar of freedom. These heroes were not just soldiers, but rather citizens that made a choice to answer the call of duty. They believed in our freedoms enough to risk their lives for people they would never meet.

I think we can all agree that America’s liberty was bought with blood.

Think of the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence in 1776. Individually, each of them had more to lose than to gain in a revolution. Most of them were already men of standing in their communities, highly educated and owners of substantial property. John Hancock, the richest man in America, became a wanted man, with a price of £500 on his head. 

Each signer became a marked man, pursued relentlessly by the British retribution. None who had property or family were spared. Most lived to see their families killed or separated forever and their property sacked. Nine signers died of wounds or hardships during the war. Many died in poverty-the fathers of our country! Their pledge—“our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor”—was no idle boast. The cost of freedom is incalculable.

The same can be said of our liberty as Christians. It, too, was bought with blood.

Over the next several weeks, we will consider what the Bible has to say about the blood, particularly the blood of Jesus, and what it accomplishes. One author writes,

Although we might think that Christ’s blood as evidence that his life had been given would have exclusive reference to the removal of our judicial guilt before God—for this is its primary reference—the New Testament authors also attribute to it several other effects. By the blood of Christ our consciences are cleansed (Heb. 9:14), we gain bold access to God in worship and prayer (Heb. 10:19), are progressively cleansed from more and more sin (1 John 1:7; cf. Rev. 1:5b), are able to conquer the accuser of the brethren (Rev. 12:11), and are rescued out of a sinful way of life (1 Pet. 1:19). We would do well to recover this New Testament emphasis in our preaching today.
 
I agree, and we will consider each of these effects of the blood (as well as a few others) in this study. I imagine that the reason the above author included that last line is that preaching on the blood of Jesus is rare in our churches today, and unfortunately, what little preaching there is on the blood is often unbiblical—using the blood of Jesus as some kind of mystical (if not magical) charm that enables us to get what we want.

No, there is nothing magical about the blood of Jesus, but I do believe “there is power in the blood,” as the old hymn puts it. I also agree with Andrew Murray, the great 19th-century preacher and author who wrote in The Blood of Christ, “It will become clear that there is no single scriptural idea, from Genesis to Revelation, more constantly and more prominently kept in view than that expressed by the words ‘the blood.’”

This evening, in keeping with our Fourth of July celebration, we will begin with this concept of “bought with blood.” This idea is seen in 1 Peter 1:18-19, “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.” The key word there is “redeemed.” At its most basic to “redeem” is to buy or buy back, whether as a purchase or a ransom.
 In the Bible, to redeem means to free someone from something bad by paying a penalty, or a ransom.
 This is reflected in how both the New Living Translation and The Living Bible render this verse: “For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors.” The Amplified Bible translates verse 19, “But [you were purchased] with the precious blood of Christ…” Paul, in addressing the elders of the church at Ephesus, challenged them in Acts 20:28, “Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.” In Revelation 5:9-10, Jesus is told, 

“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.  You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 

Jesus used the idea of a “ransom” in Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Paul also used this in 1 Timothy 2:5-6, “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time.” And Hebrews 9:15 declares, “For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.”
In the New International Version there are 143 occurrences to the words “redeem” “redeemer” or “redemption.” Six times the word “redeemed” appears in Deuteronomy; every time it has to do with the Lord redeeming the Israelites from Egypt. Thirteen times in the book of Isaiah the Lord refers to Himself as “Redeemer.” Throughout the Bible this idea of redemption is a foremost consideration.

The Call for Redemption 

First I want to consider the call for redemption. This answers the question, “Why is redemption necessary?” For this we turn to Exodus 6:6-8, where the Lord tells Moses,

“Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the Lord.’” 

At this time the Israelites had been slaves in Egypt for over four centuries. (Think about that—four hundred years is almost twice as long as the United States of America has existed!) The Lord promises them that He will bring them “out from under the yoke of the Egyptians,” will “free” them from being slaves to them, and will “redeem” them. As The NIV Study Bible points out, “The theology of salvation is one of the strong emphases of the book,” and is portrayed in the language of redemption.

If the Israelites liberation was a redemption, what was the price paid for their freedom? Exodus 12 describes the first Passover, how a lamb was killed and its blood put on the doorposts of the house. God promised to “pass over” any such house and spare the life of the firstborn. By the sprinkling of the doorframes with the blood of the lamb, the people were taught that life can be obtained only by the death of a substitute.
 The life of the lamb was the price paid for their redemption.

In the ancient world, a slave could redeem himself if he saved up enough money to pay the price (called the “ransom,” as mentioned above). But when it comes to our sinful state, we cannot pay our own ransom. This is seen in Psalm 49:7-8, “No man can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him—the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough—that he should live on forever and not see decay.” These verses seem hopeless. Yet look down in the same psalm to verse 15: “But God will redeem my life from the grave; he will surely take me to himself.” Linger on the first two words: “But God.” Everything seems hopeless…but God. Man has reached the end of his rope…but God. Wealth cannot buy escape from death—not even one’s “redeemer” can accomplish it. Only God himself can redeem a life from the grave.

Paul echoes this thought in Romans 5:6-8,

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

We were powerless…but God!
The Cost of Redemption

Redemption always speaks of a price paid. So, what is the cost of redemption? Just as the cost of Israel’s redemption from Egypt was the blood of the Passover lamb, so the cost of our redemption is the blood of the Lamb of God. The New Testament clearly identifies the death of Christ as the fulfilment of the Passover, and the emergence of his new and redeemed community as the new exodus. It is not only that John the Baptist hailed Jesus as “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” in John 1:29 and 36, nor only that according to John’s chronology, Jesus was hanging on the cross at the precise time when the Passover lambs were being slaughtered, nor even that in the book of Revelation He is worshipped as the slain Lamb who by his blood has purchased men for God. (Jesus is identified as “the Lamb” no less than twenty-eight times in the book of Revelation.) It is specifically that Paul states in 1 Corinthians 5:7, “Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.”
 The Passover victim is here seen as a ransom; it was the payment of a price that set the people free.
 As previously mentioned, Jesus said in Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” His sacrificed life—pictured vividly in the shedding of blood—was the cost of redemption. Scripture is clear that it is by the blood alone that God and man can be brought into covenant fellowship. Without blood there could be no access by sinful man to a holy God.
 Hebrews 9:12 identifies this as well, “He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.”
The New Testament never presses the imagery to the point of indicating to whom the ransom was paid, but it leaves us in no doubt about the price: it was Christ himself. When indicating the costly price paid by Christ to ransom us, the commonest word used by the New Testament authors was neither “Himself” nor His “life” but His “blood”. But what is meant by Christ’s “blood”? Everybody agrees that it alludes to His death.

The Consequences of Redemption

I would like to spend the balance of our time considering the consequences of redemption. I use the plural “consequences” because there is more than one.

One of the notes running through the New Testament is that of freedom. It meant a good deal to those who first espoused the Christian way that it brought them liberation. And one of the ways the Christians spoke of freedom was to use the concept of redemption.
 Paul writes in Colossians 1:13-14, “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” Just as the Israelites were freed from slavery in Egypt, so we have been freed—redeemed—from slavery to sin in the “dominion of darkness,” or Satan’s realm.

Redemption is often tied to the forgiveness of sin in the Bible. We read in Psalm 130:7-8, “O Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love and with him is full redemption. He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.” And in Ephesians 1:7-8, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.”
One of the best known verses is Romans 3:23, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” But it is part of a larger paragraph, starting in verse 21, 

But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

Redemption means more than that our sins are put away. It is not a negative concept. It means that when Christ comes we shall take our changed bodies into the kingdom. Redemption looks forward to the life of the world to come.

You may be familiar with 1 Corinthians 15:54-55, where Paul writes concerning the resurrection, “When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ ‘Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?’” Perhaps you knew that the final lines were quoted from the Old Testament. But did you ever see the whole verse the apostle took those words from? They are found in Hosea 13:14, “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. Where, O death, are your plagues? Where, O grave, is your destruction?” Paul also writes in Romans 8:23, “Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.” 
Our redemption is not only from the guilt of sin. There is more to come. For Christ “gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness” in Titus 2:14, to liberate us from all the ravages of the Fall. This we have not yet experienced. Just as the Old Testament people of God, though already redeemed from their Egyptian and Babylonian exiles, were yet waiting for the promise of a fuller redemption, “looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem,” so the New Testament people of God, already redeemed from guilt and judgment, are yet waiting for “the day of redemption” when we shall be made perfect. This will include “the redemption of our bodies.” Only then will Christ have redeemed us (and the universe) from all sin, pain, futility and decay.

There is a sense in which our redemption was perfectly and completely accomplished on the cross. The price was paid in full. Nothing more remains to be done. But here and now we see no more than the beginning of what redemption means. It is only when Christ comes again that we shall know it in all its fullness.
 To borrow from the classic hymn, “When we all get to Heaven,” we will experience redemption fully.

There is one other consequence of our redemption we must understand. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.” 

With the blood of Christ, God paid a ransom to save us. The idea of a ransom, or the price of redemption, comes from the slave market. The picture it suggests is that we were all in the slave market of sin, lost without Christ. Whether we realized it or not, at that time we were in bondage to our desires, our impulses, and our sinful nature, which alienated us from God. We could not free ourselves, help ourselves, or change ourselves. We needed someone to pay the ransom for our souls. Christ did that on the cross with His blood. In doing so, He broke our chains and set us free to serve Him. But in order to enter this freedom, we each have to personally take His gift and accept by faith that His death and resurrection have paid for our sins.

He adds in 1 Corinthians 7:23, “You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.” In addition to the plight from which, and the price with which, we are ransomed, this draws attention to the person of the Redeemer who has proprietary rights over His purchase. Thus His lordship over us is attributed to His having bought us with His own blood. Bought by Christ, we have no business to become the slaves of anybody or anything else. Once we were the slaves of sin; now we are the slaves of Christ, and his service is the true freedom.
 Redemption is from a state of bondage to a state of freedom.
 

We read in Titus 2:13-14, “Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.” We are saved from sin; we are saved to serve. 

“Christianity is a redemptive religion,” writes Christopher Garriott, who as a teenager some eighty-five years ago preached here at Texas Christian Church. He goes on to write, “As we experience the redeeming power of Christ in changing old patterns of behavior and attitudes in our personal lives, we become eager to share this redemptive love with others.”

As we celebrate the birth of our nation, we are reminded that our liberty was bought with blood—the blood of those who laid down their lives for the cause of freedom. Not everybody appreciates that price, but it is true nonetheless. We are free as Americans, but that freedom came at a great cost.

Our liberty as Christians was also bought with blood—the blood of our Redeemer Jesus Christ. His blood was the ransom for our souls, bringing forgiveness of sin, power to live in service for Him, and ultimately the victory over death and the grave. We are free as Christians, though we belong to the One who purchased us with His blood. The biblical teaching on redemption then is a continuing call to Christians to live in all that freedom means.

�https://gosar.house.gov/news/email/show.aspx?ID=UBMW62GXSKKW4


�Herbert Douglass, “The Cost of Freedom,” Liberty Magazine, July/August 2000.


�Wayne A. Grudem, 1 Peter: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, ©1988).


�Andrew Murray, The Blood of Christ (Bloomington, MN: Bethany House Publishers, ©2001).


�John R. W. Stott, The Cross of Christ (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, ©1986).


�Kenneth L. Barker, ed., The NIV Study Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, ©1985).


�Barker, op. cit.


�Murray, op. cit.


�Barker, op. cit.


�Stott, op. cit.


�Leon Morris, The Atonement: Its Meaning and Significance (Leicester, UK; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, ©1983).


�Murray, op. cit.


�Stott, op. cit.


�Morris, op. cit.


�Morris, op. cit.


�Stott, op. cit.


�Morris, op. cit.


�Charles R. Swindoll, The Swindoll Study Bible (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, ©2017).


�Stott, op. cit.


�Bernard L. Ramm, His Way Out, A Bible Commentary for Laymen (Glendale, CA: Regal Books, ©1974).


�Christopher T. Garriott, Making the Most of the Time (St. Louis: The Bethany Press, ©1959).


�Morris, op. cit.





PAGE  
2

