The 10 Commandments for the 21st Century #5

“The Honor Role”

Exodus 20:12

When I was first getting started in serious Bible study, one of my favorite preachers and authors was G. Campbell Morgan, an Englishman from the first half of the twentieth century. (I cite his study on the Ten Commandments quite often in this series.) Dr. Morgan and his wife had four sons, and they all became ministers. One of them, Howard Moody Morgan (named after the evangelist D. L. Moody) later in his life admitted, “I plead guilty to being the boy who, when asked, who was the greatest preacher in the Morgan Clan, spoke up heartily and, looking straight at my Dad, said, “Mother!”

As we continue our study of “The 10 Commandments for the 21st Century,” we come to the fifth commandment, “Honor your father and mother.” (No, it is not coincidence that we will consider this command on Mother’s Day!) This morning we will see the role honor plays in the home and how that affects other areas of life as well. Warren Wiersbe writes,

In a world that worships and imitates youth and uses “assisted suicide” (euthanasia) to eliminate unwanted old people, this commandment sounds like an echo from a time warp. But the Jews were taught to respect age and to care for their senior citizens, a good example for us to follow today. Someone has said that the elderly are the only outcast group that everybody expects to join, because nobody wants the alternative. But how we treat them today will help to determine how we’re treated tomorrow, because we reap what we sow.

How we need to hear this subject today! Listen to the apostle Paul’s description of the last days in 2 Timothy 3:1-5, 

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—having a form of godliness but denying its power.

Notice the phrase “disobedient to their parents”? It is also seen in Romans 1:29-31, where Paul describes the downward spiral of mankind that rejects God: “They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless.”

We might not think of disobedient children as a threat to society, but God goes! 

The entire fifth commandment reads, ”Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.” Paul echoes this truth in Ephesians 6:1-3, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise—“that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”
Many scholars divide the Ten Commandments into two sections: how we act toward God and how we act toward others. Most see the first four commands referring to our relationship with God, while the last six address our relationships with others.
 Isn’t it significant that He deals first with family life? In showing our duty to our neighbor, He begins not by telling us how kings ought to reign, or how soldiers ought to fight, or how merchants ought to conduct their business, but how boys and girls ought to behave at home.

In fact, Walter Kaiser sees a connection between this command and those that follow: 

Once again the text begins without a finite verb, but the context in which commandments six through ten were to be placed is now set, “Honoring your father and mother…you shall not…kill, …commit adultery, …steal, …lie, …or covet…” Next to loving God with all of one’s being came loving one’s neighbor as oneself.

And it all begins at home.

The Premise of Honor

Let’s begin with the premise of honor. What does the Bible mean when it says, “Honor your father and mother”? “Honor” in the Hebrew language is actually the same word as “heavy.” (Whoa, now, that can be walking on some thin ice!) This came to mean that one was honorable, impressive, worthy of respect.
 It does not so much mean a description that someone is heavy but rather to attach weight to something; to hold in high opinion; to reverence.
 Based on the usage of the verb in the Old Testament, we may say “honoring” involves: prizing them highly, caring and showing affection to them, and showing them respect, reverence and deference.
 In fact, the Good News Bible uses the word “respect” in this verse. Leviticus 19:3 states, “Each of you must respect his father and mother…I am the Lord.”
“Honor your father and mother” does not mean that we always agree with them, but we always threat them with respect and regard. This is important for two reasons: God instituted the family as the basic unit of society. If the home breaks down, there is no hope for humanity. Also, a person’s first experience with authority will be with parents. If a child learns to respect this first authority he faces in life, then he is more likely to obey later authorities.

For example, in Malachi 1:6 God says, “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If I am a father, where is the respect due me?” How a child responds to and treats his or her parents will go a long way to determine how they respond to and treat God. This principle then applies to other relationships as a child grows. From the home a child goes to school, where the teacher is the authority. How a child respects (or doesn’t) his or her parents will affect how he or she respects the teacher. Or the boss at work. Or the policeman on the street. Romans 13 teaches the Christian to honor governmental authority. To rebel against that authority is to rebel against God. The same premise is true in the home: to rebel against parental authority is to rebel against God. 

This is the role of honor in our lives. The home becomes the classroom where honor is taught, and the first course deals with honoring mom and dad. God gives this relationship very high priority, for it ultimately leads to honoring Himself. As D. L. Moody wrote, “The tree grows the way the twig is bent.”

The Practice of Honor

If the premise of honor is to respect and regard, what does the practice of honor look like? Several Scriptures shed light on this matter.

Proverbs 1:8 states, “Listen, my son, to your father's instruction and do not forsake your mother's teaching.” Proverbs 23:22 adds, “Listen to your father, who gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old.” “Honor” is linked to “listening.” In Proverbs 15:33 we read, “The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom, and before honor comes humility.” If we develop good listening habits at home, we are more likely to listen at school, on the job, in the community, and, most importantly, to God.

In Ephesians 6:1-3—a text referred to earlier—Paul equates “honor” with “obey.” No child can say they honor their parents and refuse to live under their guidelines. Of course, this does not imply that a child should obey when parental orders violate God’s Word. In the final analysis, obedience to God takes priority over obedience to parents.
 There may be times when a child of God must step outside the authority of parents to do what is right. But one must be very sure that they are, indeed, obeying God’s authority and not using it to mask their own rebellion.

It is too often taken for granted that this is a commandment addressed to young children only. Nothing can be further from the truth. Assuredly it is, in the first place, addressed to such, for the simple reason that, in the order of nature, children are always young first. To imagine, however, that the command loses its force when the days have gone in which it is possible to speak of children as young, is to misunderstand its deep significance. The word “honor” has a much larger meaning than that of obedience.
 Our responsibility does not end when we move out from under their roof. Paul writes in 1 Timothy 5:8, “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” To honor our parents means to obey them in our younger years, to support them in their older years, and to respect them through all the years.

The Promise of Honor

I conclude by considering the promise of honor. Paul mentions in Ephesians 6 that the fifth commandment is the first to contain a promise: “that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”
I’ll be honest: When I first heart this, I thought of it very literally. If I did not honor my father and mother, I would not make it long on this earth! (Both my mom and dad may have had something to do with that interpretation!)

In the time of Moses, there was a literal component to this commandment. In the next chapter of Exodus, we read in Exodus 21:15, “Anyone who attacks his father or his mother must be put to death,” and in verse 17, “Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.” Now, before you think this was just exaggeration for emphasis, read Deuteronomy 21:18-21,

If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him, his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. They shall say to the elders, “This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a profligate and a drunkard.” Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death. You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid. 

Obviously, this is part of the civil law of the land in Israel. Now, dishonoring parents is no longer a capital crime, but once a child is out of the home, out from under direct parental authority, the authority of the police and the courts take over. When parental authority is not honored, other authorities will probably not be honored, either. This can lead to premature, foolish death. Proverbs 19:16 says, “He who obeys instruction guards his soul, but he who is contemptuous in his ways will die.” How many times do we hear of adults who die at a young age because they had no respect for authority outside the home? This is where it all begins!

The promise connected with this commandment is unique even though there is a sense in which all the commandments of God have the promise of life standing over them. The specific promise of long life in the land refers primarily to the land of Canaan and the people of Israel, for the Babylonian captivity of the people would be brought on, in part, by this failure to honor parents.
 In Ezekiel 22, where God gives a long list of crimes for which His people will be judged, near the top of the list we see in verse seven, “they have treated father and mother with contempt.” Violation of the fifth commandment was one reason why they Israelites lost their land. But I believe this underlying principle is clearly applicable in every age. A threat to the family is always a threat to the community.
 How we treat our parents is not only the key to longevity, but survival.

And it not only speaks of national survival. How important for parents to teach respect to their children! For the child who honors parents will more readily respect his teachers, obey the laws of the land, defer to his employer, and obey the Gospel. The implications involve not only this life but the life to come.

Obviously this is not to say that honoring father and mother is a way to earn salvation; but there is a definite connection between how a person learns to treat authority at home and how they learn to treat authority later in life—including God’s authority.

Furthermore, how we treat our parents—regardless of our age—reflects on our testimony for Christ. D. L. Moody writes strongly, “You may be a professing Christian, but I wouldn’t give much for your religion unless it gets into your life and teaches you how to live. I wouldn’t give a snap of my finger for a religion that doesn’t begin at home and regulate your conduct—toward your parents.”
 How can we claim to love our Father in Heaven when we disrespect our mother (or father) on earth?

And so, on this Mother’s Day, we are reminded of the importance of “the honor role” in our lives. Parents, make sure you teach this to your children. It is hard work, and your children may not appreciate it right now! But in the end it will help them to become responsible people in all areas of life. Children (of all ages), honor your father and mother! Listen to them, obey them, respect them, care for them. You literally would not be here without them! Even though they are not perfect, they were the ones who gave you life.

I know, for myself, I owe a lot to my parents. They raised me to respect authority, to love and obey God, and to treat others with regard. I don’t know that I would classify her as the greatest preacher in the family, but I know that, if they could be with me today, my father and both of my brothers would, in the words of Proverbs 31:28, “rise up and call her blessed.” And I agree with Chuck Swindoll, “Mother’s day should not be just one day a year.”

I’d like to close by reading Proverbs 31:30-31, in honor of my mother and my wife, who are both here this morning: “Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.”
Amen.

�Howard Moody Morgan, “The Word of God Through the Words of Men,” The Campbell Morgan Memorial Bible Lectureship No. 15 (London: Westminster Chapel, ©1963).


�Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Delivered (Colorado Springs, CO: Chariot Victor, ©1998).


�John R. W. Stott, Through the Bible Through the Year (Grand Rapids, MI: BakerBooks, ©2006), although Stott leaves open the possibility that this fifth commandment relates to God, since parents first represent His authority in the lives of children.


�D. L. Moody, The Ten Commandments (Chicago: Moody Press, ©1977).


�Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., Toward Old Testament Ethics (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, ©1983).


�John N. Oswalt, “943 כָבֵד,” ed. R. Laird Harris, Gleason L. Archer Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke, Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament (Chicago: Moody Press, ©1980).


�G. Campbell Morgan, The Ten Commandments (New York; Chicago; London; Edinburgh: Fleming H. Revell, ©1901).


�Kaiser, op. cit.


�Leslie B. Flynn, Now a Word from Our Creator (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, ©1976).


�Moody, op. cit.


�Flynn, op. cit.


�Morgan, op. cit.


�J. John, Ten: Laws of Love Set in Stone (Colorado Springs, CO: David C Cook, ©2011).


�Kaiser, op. cit.


�David H. Field, “Ten Commandments,” in R. K. Harrison, Encyclopedia of Biblical and Christian Ethics (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, ©1992).


�Daniel R. Seagren, Love Carved in Stone, A Bible Commentary for Laymen (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, ©1983).


�Flynn, op. cit.


�Moody, op. cit.


�Charles R. Swindoll, The Finishing Touch (Dallas: Word Publishing, ©1994).





PAGE  
5

