Knowing God’s Will #2

“Before You Even Ask…”

selected Scriptures

A child runs into the house, breathlessly asking, “Mom, can I go—?”

Mom cuts him off. “Before you even ask,” she says, “do you have your chores done? Do you have your homework done? If you haven’t done those things, you’re wasting your time asking to go somewhere.”

Maybe that sounds familiar…either as the child or the parent. Before Mom (or Dad) will even consider letting the child go somewhere, certain things have to be done first. 

The same can be said about knowing the will of God. Many of us would like to know what God has in store for us in the days, weeks, or months ahead. We want some revelation of His plan for our lives. Yet I can almost hear a voice from Heaven saying, “Before you even ask My will on specific areas of your life, certain things have to be done first.” Tonight I want to consider three prerequisites for knowing God’s will.

The Prerequisite of Salvation

First is the prerequisite of salvation. Before we even ask anything about God’s will for our lives, we must be one of His children. I like how The Living Bible renders a conversation between some Jews and Jesus in John 6:28-29,

They replied, “What should we do to satisfy God?” 

Jesus told them, “This is the will of God, that you believe in the one he has sent.” 
I’m sure they were looking for certain actions to perform—maybe a whole list of them. Jesus tells them to “just believe.” We must first come to Jesus in a commitment of faith to him as Savior and Lord. Then we are God’s children and can be guided by him as our Father.

Another Scripture regarding the will of God is found in 2 Peter 3:9, again from The Living Bible:
He isn’t really being slow about his promised return, even though it sometimes seems that way. But He is waiting, for the good reason that He is not willing that any should perish, and He is giving more time for sinners to repent.

I remember as a child learning the hymn, “He Was Not Willing That Any Should Perish” with its haunting melody and stirring lyrics, based on this very text. Sinners being saved through faith and repentance; there’s the very top of God’s “wish list.” He wishes that all would come to Him and repent—that none would perish.

Paul writes in 1 Timothy 2:3-4, “This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” How much does God desire all men to be saved? He gave the One whom He loved most, His Son, and sent Him to die on a cross as a substitute in place of lost sinners. That is the measure of His love, according to John 3:16, and that indicates how much He wills that people be saved!
 God’s will is that we become His children, and until we are born of God, He cannot lead us as a father leads his children. Until we are converted, we can have little part in God’s divine plan and purpose. It is God’s will first and foremost that men be saved.

Using the imagery of Himself as the Good Shepherd, Jesus says in John 10:3-4, “…the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.” How can we expect to be led by God when we have not taken the initial step to follow Him? We read in Romans 8:14, “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” When we accept Christ as the Savior and Lord of our life, the Holy Spirit comes to dwell within us. Among other things, He is there to reveal the will of God to us. Only the believer has the Spirit’s presence within, and we must have this inside help if we are going to follow the will of God.
 Without salvation, we are not even in the beginning of God’s will. God has no reason to reveal to you anything particular about your life because you have not met qualification number one: salvation.

By the way, this also affects how we should pray for others, too. If the first step in God’s will for one’s life is salvation, then salvation should be the top priority in our prayers for that person. They may be suffering physically or in need financially or facing some critical decision in their life, but their greatest need is to come to faith in Jesus. Paul writes in Romans 10:1, “Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.” That should be our foremost prayer for those we know who have not come to Christ.

The Prerequisite of Submission

Second is the prerequisite of submission. This means that we must obey, at least in the desire of our hearts, the will of God in those areas where we know what it is. What is the point of God’s guiding us in areas in which he has not been specific when we are apparently unconcerned about areas in which he is specific? Mark Twain once wryly observed, “It’s not the parts of the Bible I don’t understand that bother me, it’s the parts I do understand.” Perhaps this is the problem for some of us now. We need to begin to obey in those specific areas.

The Bible points out that it is impossible for us to see further into God’s will unless we are willing to obey that will which we have already seen. If you really want God to lead in your life, then you must commit your life to Him.
 

J. I. Packer writes, 

Obedience to God as the settled policy of all our living is always the necessary first step toward finding and following his will in particular situations. It narrows our options; for one thing we can know for certain that any path expressly forbidden by the principles of God’s law is not his will and will never be so, and he will not guide us in that direction. If we are feeling led that way, it is not God who is doing the leading. Obedience to direct directions from God is the right course as far as it takes us; it is indeed foundational to Christian living, and we will not find any of the details of his will without it. So we borrow from the world of board games the words “Start Here.”

Yet, as A. W. Tozer points out, “Obedience is the big problem: and unwillingness to obey is the cause of continued darkness.”
 Many Christians flounder in confusion about their lives because they are not obeying that part of God’s will that is already revealed in the Bible.

An example of this is seen in the encounter of Moses and God at the burning bush. As you know, God tells Moses that he is to return to Egypt, confront Pharaoh, and lead the Israelites out of slavery into freedom. But Moses is full of excuses. He asks for signs and wonders (which God provides). Finally in Exodus 3:12 we read,

And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”

Here’s your sign, Moses! God says, “You (meaning all the Israelites, as the “you” is plural in Hebrew) will worship Me on this mountain.” What’s the catch? Moses has to complete the mission first! In order to receive the confirmation, he must obey what God has told him to do!

If we want to know God’s will, we must be obedient to that part of God’s will that we already know. Developing the ability to be guided by God is more about consistent obedience than about spectacular discernment.

The Prerequisite of Surrender

Third is the prerequisite of surrender. What’s the difference, you may be thinking, between “submission” and “surrender”? Simply this: submission is our obedience to what we know God wants; surrender is our willing to be obedient to what we don’t yet know what God wants. We must be willing to accept the will of God in these unspecified areas of our lives before knowing what it is. In other words, we must accept God’s will in advance.
 

Before a person can understand God’s will for him, he must have a right attitude toward God’s will while he is seeking it. For unless he has the right attitude toward God’s will, he will never discover it.
 What is that attitude? We must really want God’s will regardless of what it contains in the details.
 

Sometimes we are more concerned about getting God’s okay on our plans than in having Jesus Christ show us His plans. Many people pray, “Lord, show me Your will,” when they really mean, “Lord, ease my conscience about what I’ve already done.” Or else they say, “Lord, just give me an idea of what you have for me, and let me think about it.” God does not reveal His will to let us toy with it.
 There is great danger in an attitude that expresses itself like this: “Lord, I want to know your will so that I can decide whether or not to follow it.” I suspect that is the very reason God does not choose to reveal His will to some of us.

J. Dwight Pentecost writes, 

Finding God’s will is not some complicated process. It is not something so involved that only a spiritual giant could ever determine His will. God asks of His child a once-and-for-all commitment of his life to His will, whatever may be. When he makes that decision objectively, committing himself to do God’s will no matter what it may be, he settles the issue of his relationship to God’s will and opens himself to the revelation of that will. He searches the Word to find the will. He walks step by step in faith and in constant dependence upon the Holy Spirit, trusting Him to guide and direct him into God’s will. He has turned his anxiety about finding the will of God over to the one who is responsible to guide. When God sets him in motion and then seems to be silent, he keeps right on in that same straight course until God changes his direction because he is committed to doing God’s will.

So, if it’s that simple, why do we struggle with it? Because when we pray to God, “Your will be done,” we are in effect giving up control of our own life. Only one will can be done at a time. Either God calls the shots, or I call the shots. Either He is in control, or I am in control. It’s not easy to pray like that because it means I have to give up control of my own life. But I’m aren’t really in control anyway; it only seems that way.
 I am reminded of a picture I found of a little girl sitting in the front of a shopping cart that looks like a car. You can see the cart behind her, and even her mother’s legs behind the cart. Now she may think she is steering her car, but we know who is guiding the cart!

We love the familiar. We love the comfortable. We love something we can control—something we can get our arms around. Yet the closer we walk with the Lord, the less control we have over our own lives, and the more we must abandon to Him. To give Him our wills and to align our wills to His will requires the abandonment of what we prefer, what we want or what we would choose.

Before we even ask what God’s will is for our life, we must first meet these requirements:

· The prerequisite of salvation – unless we have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior, God will not show us more of His plan

· The prerequisite of submission – unless we are obeying what we already know of His will, God will not show us more of His plan

· The prerequisite of surrender – unless we are willing to do whatever He wants before we know it, God will not show us more of His plan

It all boils down to a matter of trust. Do we trust in Christ to save us? Do we trust that God’s Word is the best way for us to live? Do we trust that God’s will is the best possible path for us…even before we know what it is?

My guess is, the more we trust in these three ways, the less we will stress about our future, and the more we will face each day with God’s peace and joy. That is His will for everyone.
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