Staying Balanced in an Extreme World #6

“Tell the Truth”

selected Scriptures

“Everybody lies.”

It was the credo of television doctor Gregory House in the long running show, House, M.D. (For a long time it was my favorite show.) It was the name of the pilot episode, and oft repeated throughout its eight seasons. Once, when House actually believed someone was telling the truth, a colleague challenged him by asking, “Whatever happened to ‘everybody lies’?” House answered, “I was lying when I said that.”

Honored historians plagiarize. Politicians invent war records. Coaches embellish résumés. Employees call in sick when they’re playing golf. Advertisements promise intimacy with someone beautiful if you buy this car or drink that beer. We’re so used to being lied to that it’s hard to discern what’s true and what’s not.

Sixty-four percent of Americans say, “I will lie when it suits me if it doesn’t cause any real damage.” Fifty-three percent say, “I will cheat on my spouse—after all, given the chance, he or she will do the same.” Only 31 percent of Americans agree that “Honesty is the best policy.” When asked what they would do for 10 million dollars, 25 percent said they would abandon their family, 23 percent would become prostitutes for a week or more, and 7 percent would murder a stranger.

Allan Bloom writes in The Closing of the American Mind, “There is one thing a professor can be absolutely certain of: almost every student entering the university believes, or says he believes, that truth is relative.”

Tragically, Christians can be as untruthful as the world. Even among those who say “they know they will go to heaven after they die solely because they have confessed their sins and accepted Christ as their Savior,” only 32 percent believe in absolute moral truths.
 
Now, perhaps more than ever, Paul’s words of 2 Timothy 4:1-5 are relevant:

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. (Emphasis added)

These days, many around us do not want to hear the truth, because it goes against their own self-centered desires and plans. (Ever hear the phrase, “Truth hurts”?) Instead of listening to the truth and allowing it to change their lives, they try to silence those who tell the truth. Such was the case for one Old Testament prophet named Micaiah, who found himself behind bars for the crime of telling the truth.

Micaiah was Faithful to the Truth

King Ahab ruled over Israel for twenty-two years. History records that Ahab was a skillful military leader, but the Bible portrays him as one of the most wicked men to sit on Israel’s throne. In one instance, he had a man falsely accused and executed so that he could have the man’s vineyard for himself!

Ahab grew tired of the prophets of God who spoke against his selfish ways. He had labeled Elijah a “troublemaker” (1 Kings 18:17). As 1 Kings 22:8-9 records, Ahab didn’t think too highly of Micaiah, either.

The king of Israel answered Jehoshaphat, “There is still one man through whom we can inquire of the Lord, but I hate him because he never prophesies anything good about me, but always bad. He is Micaiah son of Imlah.” 
“The king should not say that,” Jehoshaphat replied. So the king of Israel called one of his officials and said, “Bring Micaiah son of Imlah at once.”
King Ahab had a whole crowd of “prophets”—no less than four hundred at one point—to tell him what he wanted to hear. When Micaiah kept telling Ahab the truth, the king stopped calling for him!

Now Micaiah is called upon to speak on behalf of the Lord. After so many rejections he may have been tempted to “go with the flow” and repeat what the other four hundred were saying. But Micaiah was faithful to the truth, as seen in 1 Kings 22:10-14:

Dressed in their royal robes, the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah were sitting on their thrones at the threshing floor by the entrance of the gate of Samaria, with all the prophets prophesying before them. 
Now Zedekiah son of Kenaanah had made iron horns and he declared, “This is what the Lord says: ‘With these you will gore the Arameans until they are destroyed.’“ All the other prophets were prophesying the same thing. “Attack Ramoth Gilead and be victorious,” they said, “for the Lord will give it into the king’s hand.” 
The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, “Look, as one man the other prophets are predicting success for the king. Let your word agree with theirs, and speak favorably.” But Micaiah said, “As surely as the Lord lives, I can tell him only what the Lord tells me.”
But why do that? What harm would it do to just go along with everyone else? He’s the king—why not tell him what he wants to hear? Jesus put this into perspective when He said in Matthew 10:28, 32-33,

“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell…. Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.” 

Whatever harm can possibly come to us when we stand for the truth cannot compare to the eternal consequences of going along with those who do not. 

On the positive side, Jesus gave this promise in Matthew 5:11-12 to those who remain faithful to the truth:

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
So what did Micaiah do? The story continues in 1 Kings 22:15-23,

When he arrived, the king asked him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?” 
“Attack and be victorious,” he answered, “for the Lord will give it into the king’s hand.” 
The king said to him, “How many times must I make you swear to tell me nothing but the truth in the name of the Lord?” 
Then Micaiah answered, “I saw all Israel scattered on the hills like sheep without a shepherd, and the Lord said, ‘These people have no master. Let each one go home in peace.’“
The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you that he never prophesies anything good about me, but only bad?” 
Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on his throne with all the host of heaven standing around him on his right and on his left. And the Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth Gilead and going to his death there?’ “One suggested this, and another that. Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before the Lord and said, ‘I will entice him.’ “‘By what means?’ the Lord asked. “‘I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,’ he said. “‘You will succeed in enticing him,’ said the Lord. ‘Go and do it.’ “So now the Lord has put a lying spirit in the mouths of all these prophets of yours. The Lord has decreed disaster for you.”
Micaiah was faithful to God and to the truth. As he would soon find out, such a stand carries with it a price.

Micaiah was Felonized for the Truth

No commendation or appreciation awaited Micaiah. The first response came from a court prophet—one of his peers—recorded in 1 Kings 22:24-25,

Then Zedekiah son of Kenaanah went up and slapped Micaiah in the face. “Which way did the spirit from the Lord go when he went from me to speak to you?” he asked. 
Micaiah replied, “You will find out on the day you go to hide in an inner room.”
No surprise here—after all, Zedekiah had just been called a liar by Micaiah! Neither should we be surprised when those around us take offense to our testimony for the truth of God. The people of Jesus’ day took such offense at His words that they plotted to kill Him. 

Micaiah faced more than the scorn of his peers, though. The king had the next word, in 1 Kings 22:26-27,

The king of Israel then ordered, “Take Micaiah and send him back to Amon the ruler of the city and to Joash the king’s son and say, ‘This is what the king says: Put this fellow in prison and give him nothing but bread and water until I return safely.’” 
Micaiah was made a felon for the “crime” of telling the truth! At that very moment he was taken and thrown into prison for an indeterminate sentence, without any chance of parole! While such treatment would not be allowed under our Constitution, many people in biblical times faced similar abuse. The author of Hebrews writes in Hebrews 11:32-36,

And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. Women received back their dead, raised to life again. Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison.
In the centuries which followed, many who remained faithful to God’s truth were put into prison or even killed. More recently, followers of Christ in communist countries faced the constant threat of imprisonment, torture, or death. Some Muslims countries today have outlawed Christians from sharing their faith or Muslims from changing their religion. Micaiah’s dilemma is still a reality for many today. Those who choose to live for God will find more antagonism than encouragement most of the time. They may be labeled, ridiculed, or even threatened for their beliefs.

Jesus knew this and told His disciples in John 16:33, 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

Paul the apostle, who himself was imprisoned many times and ultimately killed for his faithfulness to the truth, wrote in Romans 8:38-39,

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Prisons cannot separate people from the love of God, either. Even the worst thing that could happen—death—only passes the Christian to eternal life in Heaven. No wonder Paul could say in the face of execution, “to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21). What does the Christian really have to lose? 

Micaiah was Freed by the Truth

Sometimes convicted criminals say or shout things as they are being led out of the courtroom. Rage against the system that has confined them to prison, declarations of innocence, or even threats against those who testified are sometimes heard echoing throughout the halls.

Micaiah had some last words as he was being led away to prison as well, “Micaiah declared, ‘If you ever return safely, the Lord has not spoken through me.’ Then he added, ‘Mark my words, all you people!’” (1 Kings 22:28).

This was not a desperate outburst by an angry man; Micaiah established his credibility. If his prophecy came true, they would know that he was speaking the truth. If not, he implies, let me rot in jail.

The following verses in 1 Kings describe how Ahab met his death on the battlefield, just as Micaiah had predicted. While the Scriptures do not detail Micaiah’s release from prison, those prophets whose predictions came true were usually treated well. It is likely that Micaiah was released from prison. The truth had set him free!

Those words may sound familiar—it is a quote from Jesus Christ. To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32). Remember the source of truth: Jesus said, “I am the truth” (John 14:6), and of God, “Your word is truth” (John 17:17). To experience truth, we must each come to Christ and believe His Word.

We are called to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help us God. It is not fashionable or popular these days, and at times there will be a price to pay. But when we fail to tell the truth, we fail to represent Jesus, who is the Truth.

�Randy Alcorn, The Grace and Truth Paradox (Colorado Springs, CO: Multnomah Books, ©2003).


�James Patterson and Peter Kim, The Day America Told the Truth (New York: Prentice Hall Press, ©1991).


�Allan Bloom, The Closing of the American Mind (New York: Harcourt, Brace, ©1963).


�“How America’s Faith Has Changed Since 9-11,” Barna Research Online, 26 November 2001. http://www.barna.org.


�Randy Alcorn, The Grace and Truth Paradox (Colorado Springs, CO: Multnomah Books, ©2003).





PAGE  
2

