Grand Re-Opening of the Church

“Welcome Home!”

Ephesians 2:19-22
“To God be the glory, great things He hath done!”

Those are more than lyrics to a song. On this day, those words form our theme for everything that is done. All of the glory, honor, and praise goes not to any man or woman or group of people, but to our God, because without Him, none of this would have taken place. True, God used the willing hands and feet of many individuals in a variety of ways, but ultimately we celebrate the great things He has done. Remember, Jesus said Himself in Matthew 16:18, “I will build My church.” 
Yet a simple question may be running through your mind as you hear of all that has gone into this project: Why? Why spend so much time and effort and money on a church? Haven’t we progressed beyond such an old-fashioned idea as the church? Isn’t the church a relic of days gone by, irrelevant in our advanced, technological age?

Hardly! 

If anything, I would suggest that we need the church now more than ever before. Take a look around at what is happening in our world—even in our own country and state! Has there ever been a time with more uncertainty, more stress, and more strife than our own day? Violence and hatred are growing around the globe, and the greater our technology, the greater the risk that someone will steal our identity, our money, and our privacy. The family as an institution is under attack in our nation, and the culture’s attitude toward Christianity continues to deteriorate. Not only has our society abandoned God’s Word as the standard of truth, it has abandoned the concept that objective truth even exists! And so we are left living in a world much like the one recorded in Judges 21:25, “In those days Israel had no king; all the people did whatever seemed right in their own eyes” (nlt). We call ourselves free, but in reality we find ourselves bound to countless addictions that seem to be growing as time passes.

Medical technology is wonderful, and many illnesses and injuries that would have been debilitating or even fatal can now be treated and managed. But death looms before all of us. One day—whether suddenly and unexpectedly or at the end of a long period of suffering—our lives on this earth will end. What then?

Where is the hope?

That is what God provides through the church: hope. Not hope as in wishful thinking, but a solid anchor that keeps us from drifting when life doesn’t make sense… when we feel alone, afraid, and abandoned…when the answers we have relied on turn out to be empty.

I’d like to focus our attention this morning on part of the passage we read earlier in the service. The responsive reading was taken from the entire second chapter of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, but I want to concentrate on the final four verses, 19-22. Here we discover three aspects of the Christian church that is as needed in the twenty-first century as it was in the first century. This will demonstrate what Texas Christian Church is all about.

The Foundation of the Church

For our purposes today, I begin with verse 20, which states that the church has been “…built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.” As John Stott points out, “Nothing is more important to any edifice than a solid, stable foundation.”

We certainly found that out here at Texas Christian Church! While the walls and ceiling were very strong, the foundation of the building was literally crumbling! Had action not been taken when it was, the entire church would have collapsed! Yes, it took a long time and a lot of money—more of both than anybody expected—but the foundation had to be replaced if the building was to survive. The foundation is that essential.

Obviously Paul is not referring to the foundation of a physical structure in this passage. In fact, the word translated “church” in the New Testament did not refer to a building at all! “Church” is the English rendering of the Greek word ekklesia (from which we get our English word “ecclesiastical,” referring to things that pertain to the church), a word is used 114 times in the New Testament.
 The literal meaning is “a called-out assembly”—more accurately, “an assembly of people defined by a distinct purpose.”
 So, while we call this building a “church,” in reality this is a building in which the church meets.

However, this community of people, just like the building in which we presently meet, needs a solid foundation. In Ephesians 2, Paul refers to Jesus Christ as the “chief cornerstone,” while identifying the foundation with “the apostles and prophets.” Most often when we read the phrase “apostles and prophets” in the New Testament, the writer is referring to the content of their preaching more so than the persons themselves.
 What did they preach? Jesus Christ. 

This is why other New Testament texts refer to Jesus as the foundation. Consider 1 Corinthians 3:10-11,

By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Paul goes on to write in 2 Timothy 2:19, “Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm.” 

Jesus tells a well-known story in Matthew 7 of two builders. The wise builder built his house on a rock—a solid foundation—while the foolish builder built on sand, with no foundation at all. What happened when the storms came? Only one house stood firm. The same is true of us individually and as a corporate body. We need a foundation in order to withstand the storms of life. Woe to the person—or the church—who is not relying on a firm foundation!

The Function of the Church

While the word “church” itself does not refer to a building, several writers in the Bible use the imagery of a building to describe the church. We see this in Ephesians 2:21-22, as Paul describes the function of the church:

In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
What is the function of the church? In principle, it is the same as the function of the tabernacle and later the temple in the Old Testament: to be “a dwelling in which God lives.”
 Back in the time of Moses, God’s presence was manifested by a cloud during the day and a pillar of fire at night. When the tabernacle (think “portable house of worship”) was set up in the wilderness, the presence of God would enter it until it was time to move again. When Solomon built the temple (think “permanent house of worship”) the presence of God once again entered as a cloud, so thick that the priests had to leave because they could not see well enough to perform their duties.

Now you might be thinking, “Wait a minute! You just got done explaining how the church is not a building. Are you now suggesting that it is?” No, I’m not contradicting myself here. Yes, Paul is using the illustration of a building in describing the church, but he concludes in verse 22 that we as Christians are what is being “built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.” 

The apostle Peter uses similar imagery in 1 Peter 2:4-6,

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him—you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says:  “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”

Notice, again, the construction motif—stones being built into a house—yet the stones are people and the house is spiritual. Chuck Swindoll writes,

A continuing construction project is going on. Christ is in the process of building up His church, those dead stones quarried from the pit of sin, brought to life as “living stones,” then fit into His glorious structure called the church. Each time someone trusts Christ as Savior, another stone gets placed into that living, growing church. Please understand, becoming a stone in a building of countless stones doesn’t detract from your significance. In fact, it enhances it! You represent a vital part in the outworking of God’s plan. Without you, something would be missing. The wall would be weakened. Never underestimate your important part in the larger community of Christ.
 
The Family of the Church 

This brings us to the third and final truth from this text: the family aspect of the church. Ephesians 2:19 states, “Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household…” Notice that last phrase: “members of God’s household.” The phrase “house of God” (or “household of God”) appears over fifty times in the New Testament. We’re part of the family of God!

Some mistakenly believe that everybody is a child of God since He creates all life. But when the Bible speaks of our relationship to God, it is not based on creation but on adoption. This is made clear in John 1:12-13,

Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

John reinforces this truth in 1 John 3:1, “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!”

Paul had previously written in Ephesians 1:5, “God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ.” He explains this more in Romans 8:15-17, 

For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship [or adoption].  And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ…

Through faith in Christ, we enter into God’s family, and God becomes our Father. We are all brothers and sisters in the one family, no matter what racial, national, or physical distinctions we may possess.
 The idea of “brothers and sisters” is the most commonly used work for Christians in the New Testament.
 Even Jesus refers to us in these terms, as seen in Hebrews 2:11, “Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.”
We’re all familiar with the city name “Philadelphia.” Did you know that is a New Testament Greek word? It appears in a half-dozen verses in the Bible, including Hebrews 13:1, “Let brotherly love continue.” That is what the church is supposed to be about! As Paul put it in Galatians 6:10, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” 

“The family of believers.” “The family of God.” “Brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.” That is what the church is.

“But I’ve seen a lot of churches that were anything but a family!” you may insist. Yes, just as there are dysfunctional families in our culture, so there are dysfunctional churches as well. Remember, there are no perfect people, and since the church is made up of people, there are no perfect churches, either!

Yet, if I may say so myself, I think we have something special here at Texas Christian Church. I don’t take credit for it, and I can only say it because I have heard so many of our members speak of their own experience. We truly are a family here. Several of our folks have testified that, upon first entering the church, they sensed something different. They felt the love of God’s people all around them. They felt accepted. They felt wanted. More than one has stated, “It felt like coming home.”

Oh, we’ve had our issues. Not everyone who came here stayed here. Some have left the family…and not on the best of terms. I haven’t always handled each situation in the best manner. Neither have some of you.

But for the most part, we are a family in the best sense of the word. We live, learn, laugh, and love together. We also pray for one another, empathize with one another, encourage one another, and help one another when needed. We’ve worked together in the construction of the fellowship hall and the renovation of the church building. We look forward together with anticipation for what the Lord will do in our midst in the days to come.

We’re not a megachurch with mega-saints. We are ordinary people who serve an extraordinary God. As I researched the history of this church back to its beginnings in 1850, I believe that is what has kept Texas Christian Church going. Think about this: Texas Christian Church has survived the Civil War, two World Wars, the Great Depression (and countless lesser recessions and depressions), and thirty-two Presidents of the United States! The building has been hit by lightning, twisted on its foundation by a tornado, and suspended in mid-air for two years while the old foundation was replaced. (So far the church has never been flooded; if Salt Creek ever gets this high, somebody had better be building an ark!) Yet here it stands, one hundred forty years later, still surrounded by cows and corn, with people coming from all directions and calling it “home.”

Why?

Because we need a home.

Because we need a family.

Because we need a Savior.

Perhaps as you hear these words, you admit to yourself that you need a home, a family, a Savior. Maybe you are like some who are sitting around you that say, “I was looking for a church like this when I came here.” You might be one whose biological family will have nothing to do with you. You may find yourself stressed to the breaking point with nowhere to turn.

If you have never trusted in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, that is where it all begins. Remember, “To all who received [Jesus], to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” Once you take that step, you are brought into the family with your brothers and sisters in Christ.

Maybe that has been your experience, but you don’t have a local church family that you’re a part of. Perhaps you would consider Texas Christian Church to be your spiritual family.

To everyone here, whether you’ve been here for years, been away for years, or this is the first time you’ve ever come, I close with this statement,

“Welcome home!”
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