Nothing But The Best #32

“Faith Walking”

Hebrews 11:5-6


“The Christian life is not a sprint—it’s a marathon.”
 


Isn’t that encouraging? A statement like that might tempt us to give up before we even get started! 


I know what the saying means: It’s not enough just to begin well; we need to finish well in the Christian life. As Howard Hendricks laments, “Many Christians take off like a rocket and come down like a rock!” We have all witnessed the tragedy of a new, energetic believer who soon fizzles out. Being a Christian means being in it for the long haul.


With that in mind, doesn’t the word “walk” sound much more inviting than “run” or “sprint”? Not everybody can run—certainly not run a marathon—but most everybody can walk. Most of us walk everyday without even thinking about it. Sometimes we take a leisurely walk and enjoy the beauty of God’s world—it can be relaxing as well as a good form of physical exercise.


As we continue our study of the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11, we come to Enoch in verses five and six,

By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Enoch is a fairly well-known figure in the Bible, but Scripture does not devote a lot of space to his life. In fact, apart from this passage in Hebrews, the only biblical information we have on Enoch’s life is found in Genesis 5:21-24,

When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters. Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years. Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.
The key phrase (repeated twice in this text) is that “Enoch walked with God.” Tonight I want to consider what this meant with regard to Enoch, and what it can mean for us today in a message entitled, “Faith Walking.” We will examine

1) the condition of Enoch’s world

2) the commencement of Enoch’s walk

3) the commendation of Enoch’s way

The Condition of Enoch’s World

First there is the condition of Enoch’s world. I doubt that we fully appreciate the times of the heroes of the faith we read about in Scripture. We may look longingly at those earlier times, yearning for a simpler lifestyle when times weren’t so bad. Such was not the case for Enoch.

Enoch lived at the beginning of the climactic events that precipitated the flood upon the earth. I never considered this before, but (if the genealogies of Genesis are accurate, and I have no reason to think they are not) when Enoch was born, Adam was 622 years old; Adam’s son Seth—the founder of the godly line—was 492. In other words, Enoch lived alongside Adam for 308 years and alongside the other patriarchs all his life.
 (Can you imagine the conversations Enoch would have had with Adam?)

Yet the world of Enoch’s time was becoming increasingly more dark and evil. There was no written revelation from God (in fact, some Jewish legends credit Enoch as the pioneer of writing and reading).
 Corruption, in the words of John Phillips, “rushed on like a mightily river” approaching the point of no return. He writes, “The rising tides of wickedness were such that nothing could stop the world from falling into the judgment waters of the Flood. God’s Spirit was about to cease His striving with men; judgment was on the way.”
 Phillips characterizes Enoch’s world in three statements:

1. Socially it was an age of permissiveness

2. Scientifically it was an age of progressiveness

3. Spiritually it was an age of presumptuousness

Secularism marked the moral climate of the age, meaning that society was totally preoccupied with the good things of this life, without any thought of a life beyond this physical world. Such was the gloom surrounding Enoch’s generation. He lived in an age that was ripening fast for judgment, very much like the age in which we live.

In this regard many preachers turn to the New Testament letter of Jude, where we read in verses 14-15,

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: “See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”

In the scarcity of information about Enoch in Scripture, this passage leads many to conclude that Enoch was a “preacher of righteousness” in his world, standing against the wickedness of his times.


There is nothing in Genesis 5 (or Hebrews 11, for that matter) that would suggest that Enoch was either a preacher or a prophet during his time on earth. In fact, I do not think that the quotation of Jude can be attributed to Enoch historically; rather, the citation refers to Enoch literarily. (I hesitate to even spend time on this, but I feel it necessary to hopefully avoid confusion on the matter.)


Jude is not quoting Scripture in his letter; instead he is quoting the apocryphal book of Enoch, sometimes referred to as 1 Enoch, which the New Bible Dictionary describes as “among the most important intertestamental works.”
 Through this writing we can understand how many Jewish beliefs developed between the Old and New Testament eras.

This book was written around 200 b.c. from the perspective of the Enoch of Genesis 5 (in fact, the phrase “seventh from Adam” never appears in the Bible about Enoch, but it does appear in 1 Enoch 60:8 and 93:3
) yet no one seriously thought that the historical man Enoch penned these words. This book was very popular among Jews in the time of the New Testament, but it was never considered on the same level as inspired Scripture.
 
Allow me to illustrate. If I were to say, “As Julius Caesar said, ‘Seeing that death, a necessary end, will come when it will come,’” you might assume that I was quoting the Roman ruler who lived before the birth of Christ. But a literary expert may identify that quote from William Shakespeare’s play Julius Caesar. There is no record of the historical Caesar ever speaking these words; we recognize that Shakespeare’s literary character—based on a real, historical figure—said these words. So it is with this quote from Enoch in Jude 14-15.

Warren Wiersbe is certainly correct that “the fact that Jude quoted from this nonbiblical book does not mean the book is inspired and trustworthy, any more than Paul’s quotations from the Greek poets put God’s ‘seal of approval’ on everything they wrote. The Spirit of God led Jude to use this quotation and make it a part of the inspired Scriptures.”
 As such, it communicates truth, even though the historical Enoch may have never spoken the words himself. And the description of the ungodly in Jude certainly fit the condition of Enoch’s world, even as it accurately depicts our own.

The Commencement of Enoch’s Walk

With that in mind, let’s move to the commencement of Enoch’s walk. Apparently Enoch did not walk with God from his earliest days; Genesis 5:22 records, “And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God…” There seems to be a change or a turning point in Enoch’s life, and the Genesis record indicates that it occurred when he and his wife had a son. Perhaps the responsibility of raising a son so challenged Enoch that he realized he needed help from the Lord.

Perhaps something extraordinary happened in conjunction with this birth. Enoch named his son “Methuselah,” meaning, “when he is dead, it shall be sent.” God spoke through Enoch that a great judgment was coming upon the world. But it would not be in Enoch’s, or his son Methuselah’s, lifetime. Therefore, Enoch named his son, “when he is dead, it shall be sent.”
 Most people are familiar with Methuselah because he had the longest lifespan on record—969 years. What most do not know is that the great flood of Noah’s day came the same year Methuselah died, fulfilling the prophecy of his name. In fact, Jewish tradition claims that the rains of the flood began falling seven days after the death of Methuselah.
 I suggest that Methuselah’s record lifespan is no coincidence of fate; it demonstrates the greatness of the grace of God, giving the ungodly of that time the most opportunity to turn back to Him.

Whether it was the birth of his son or some divine revelation leading to the naming of the same son, something got a hold of Enoch in his sixty-fifth year. From that point forward we are told that Enoch “walked with God.” This is our primary focus in our message tonight.

What does it mean to “walk with God”?

You may notice this phrase replaces the word “lived” in the other paragraphs of Genesis 5 and reminds us that there is a difference between walking with God and merely living.
 E. W. Bullinger notes that “walk” in the Bible is “used of one’s continued course of action and life: i.e., the habitual habit and manner of life.”
 Another author suggests,  “To walk with God means that we live consistently in the awareness of God’s presence and that we fellowship with Him through His Word and through prayer.”
 Whatever else it means, “to walk with God is the business of a lifetime, and not just the performance of an hour.”
 In other words, walking with God is not the same as going to church; if our faith is only exercised once a week for an hour or so, it is not genuine faith!
The term “walk” is used often in the Bible, and it most often deals with ordinary, day-to-day life. In the Old Testament we read of one’s “rising up and sitting down,” two of the most natural things people did in those days. Looking at a few of these verses may help us understand better what it means to “walk with God.” 

Amos 3:3 asks rhetorically, “Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so?” There is a sense of common direction, common purpose, and common interests. Can two people walk together going in opposite directions? No, they can do one or the other, but not both. We need to ask ourselves, “Am I walking in the same direction God is moving? Do we share common goals and objectives? Do we have anything in common?”

Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:7, “We walk by faith, not by sight.” We’ve heard that before, but what does it mean? Substitute two words and the meaning is clear: “We live day-to-day by trusting God, not by sight.” Faith means we are relying on God, we are trusting Him to hold us up. It has nothing to do with “trying harder”; if anything, we are to “trust harder” (but that doesn’t really make sense, does it?) And what does it mean to not walk by sight? We are not to live with our eyes on the circumstances or consequences that appear around us. Live each day—moment by moment—in complete reliance on God…and see what happens to your worry, your doubt, your fear, and your stress level!

Now that does not mean that the life of faith is some blind leap in the dark. (After all, if such a walk of life is described as “not by sight,” would that not mean we are to take a blind leap of faith?) Not at all. I like how Chuck Swindoll puts it: “Faith is not a leap in the dark; it is a walk in the light.”
 

John provides another insight into walking with God in 2 John 6, “This is love, that we walk according to His commandments.” It is true that our love for God is shown in proportion to our willingness to obey him, but I also believe this is a definition of faith. If we truly trust God, we will live in obedience to His commands.
 Just like the hymn, “Trust and Obey”!

This may sound complicated or overwhelming, but in fact the opposite is true! One author puts it this way:

Enoch’s life is not marked by great works for God; he simply lived in God’s presence, fellowshipping with Him. And apparently God enjoyed the fellowship so much that He took Enoch, uninterrupted, into eternal fellowship.

Our lives, sadly, often resemble roller coaster rides rather than walks. We rise and plunge, our emotions vacillate, we throw ourselves headlong into frenzied Christian activity, then collapse from physical, spiritual, and mental exhaustion, only to rise and go back into the fray.

According to biblical principle, however, what we are is as important as what we do. When the people, accustomed to the Pharisees’ approach to religion, asked Jesus, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” Jesus’ response drew attention to their internal condition rather than to their deeds. Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”

We can, like Enoch, learn to walk with Him—but only when we recognize that even “if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself.”

Too often we put excessive pressure on ourselves (or others) regarding our relationship with God. Enoch shows us that it is as simple as “walking with God”—just learning to trust Him day by day.

The Commendation of Enoch’s Way


Finally let’s consider the commendation of Enoch’s way. Genesis 5:24 records, “Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.” The significance of this statement is fully appreciated when considering the context. Each of the main paragraphs of the Genesis 5 genealo​gy follows the same basic pattern: “When So-and-So had lived x number of years, he became the father of Such-and-Such. And after he became the father of Such-and-Such, So-and-So lived y number of years and had other sons and daughters. Altogether, So-and-So lived z num​ber of years, and then he died.”
The woeful refrain, “and then he died,” repeated over and over again throughout the chapter, has prompted one writer to entitle this section “the genealogy of death.” Even vir​tuous men, however long their lives, must eventually die. God’s judgment on Adam because of his sin extended universally to all mankind.

Well, not quite all mankind. In this very chapter we note the fact that Enoch’s paragraph does not end with the phrase “and then he died.” Enoch was translated from this life to the next without passing through the threshold of death. As Hebrews 11:5 puts it: “By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.” As Robert Ripley observed in a “Believe It or Not” column many years ago, although Methuselah was the oldest man in the Bible, he was outlived by his father Enoch, since Enoch never died!

Why did Enoch never die? We are told it was “because God had taken him away.” But why did God take him away? In the Septuagint the repeated clause “Enoch walked with God” is rendered “Enoch pleased God.”﻿
 This does not mean that Enoch was the only one who pleased God, or that he pleased God so much more than anyone else in his world. No one can say why God took Enoch and not others. In fact, Abel’s faith brought on his death at the hand of jealous Cain, while Enoch escaped death.

One story has emerged about how this came about. G. Campbell Morgan writes,
I love the story of the little girl’s outlook, when she went home from Sunday School, after hearing the story of Enoch. She said: “Mother, we heard about a wonderful man to-day in Sunday School.” The sensible mother let her child tell what she had heard. “His name was Enoch, and you know, Mother, he used to go for walks with God,” The mother said to her: “That is wonderful, dear. How did it end?” “Oh, Mother, one day they walked on and on, and got so far, God said to Enoch, ‘You are a long way from home. You had better come in and stay with Me!’”

We smile at the simplicity of the child’s story, but I’m not so sure she was too far off! The life that pleases God is one of faith walking—not running faster than a speeding bullet or leaping tall buildings with a single bound. We don’t need to have great faith; we need to have faith in a great God.

It really can be that simple!
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