Nothing But The Best #11

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”

Hebrews 3:1-6

After a three-week hiatus because of a Thanksgiving service and last week’s Fifth Sunday, we return to our study of the book of Hebrews. A quick review of where we have been may be in order.

Part One of Hebrews, the first ten chapters, deals with what we believe. This is further broken down into four subjects, that Christ is the Supreme Spokesman, Superior Savior, Superb Shepherd, and Sufficient Sacrifice. Part Two, the final three chapters, deals with how we behave, and covers the practice of faith, fidelity, and fellowship.

Most recently we have been considering Christ the Superior Savior from Hebrews 2:5-3:6. From these verses four themes emerge:

· Jesus, The Subjected Savior (Hebrews 2:5-9)

· Jesus, The Suffering Savior (Hebrews 2:10, 14-15)

· Jesus, The Sympathetic Savior (Hebrews 2:11-12, 16-18)

· Jesus, The Steadfast Savior (Hebrews 3:1-6)

Tonight we have come to the last of these four sections, Hebrews 3:1-6,


The book of Hebrews could be called “the book of comparisons,” for the author compares and contrasts Jesus Christ with others throughout this letter. At first he contrasts Christ from the Old Testament prophets, through whom the Hebrew Scriptures came. Then the comparison/contrast is made between Jesus and angels. Now, as chapter three begins, the author shifts to a discussion of Jesus in relation to Moses. But he does so connecting this new thought with what he had previously written by using “Therefore” at the beginning of verse one: “Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess.”
There may at first sight seem very little connection between the Moses theme and the theme of chapter 2. Nevertheless, the writer intended to connect the two ideas for he begins with “Therefore” which follows on from his statement about Jesus as high priest.
 


This might seem to us as an anticlimax, moving from the prophets to angels to Moses. Not so for a Jew. Next to Abraham, Moses was undoubtedly the man most greatly revered by the Jewish people.
 He had spoken face to face with God as a man speaks with his friend. He was the direct recipient of the Ten Commandments, the very Law of God. Moses differed from all the prophets. To them God makes himself known in a vision; to Moses he speaks “﻿mouth to mouth.﻿” In the second century a Jewish rabbi, commenting on Numbers 12:6-7 (referred to in Hebrews 3:2) said: “﻿God calls Moses faithful in all his house, and thereby he ranked him higher than the ministering angels themselves.﻿”
 Some others of the old rabbis declared that there were fifty gates to wisdom, and that Moses held the key to all save one. It was, of course, merely a rabbinical saying, but it reveals the veneration in which he was held.
 Moses is mentioned by name upward of seven hundred times in the Bible and that his name appears in every section of the Scriptures.
 The Jews exalted Moses far above any other Jew who ever lived (with the possible exception of Abraham).


The author of Hebrews does not argue against the greatness of Moses. Yet he directs the focus of his readers on Christ. The King James Version says, “Consider Jesus.” The word “consider” is the translation of the Greek term katanoeo, meaning, “to consider attentively, to fix one’s eyes or mind upon.”
 This is not a casual consideration but a focused observation. Indeed, as Andrew Murray points out, “Consider Jesus!” is the keynote of the whole epistle.
 In these six verses, we are told to focus on three things.
Focus on the Faithful Savior

The first is to focus on the faithful Savior. Verses 1-2 state, “Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess.”
Here we are introduced to the original audience. M. R. DeHaan points out, “An indispensable rule in the correct interpretation of any passage of Scripture is to determine first to whom the passage is addressed.”
 While we do not know their names or even where they lived, we do know about their spiritual condition. The twofold description of the readers makes it clear that they were converted people. “Holy brethren” could only be applied to people in the family of God, set apart by the grace of God. That the writer was referring to people in the church, the body of Christ, is clear from his use of the phrase “partakers of the heavenly calling.” No unconverted Jew or Gentile could ever claim that blessing!
 By calling them “holy” the author was not calling them “perfect” or “sinless.” All true believers are holy as to their position, and they should be holy as to their practice. In Christ they are holy; in themselves they ought to be holy.
 

That being said, these Hebrew Christians are called to fix the minds, or focus their thoughts on Jesus. The author refers to Him as “The apostle and high priest whom we confess.” In what way could Jesus be called an “apostle” or a “high priest”? How does this compare or contrast to Moses? 

The word “apostle” is a familiar term in the New Testament, denoting the first followers of Jesus (plus a few others, notably Paul) who took the gospel throughout the known world. But this is the only occurrence of the word in the book of Hebrews, and it is the only time the word is used to describe Jesus Himself.
 In what way can our Lord be considered an apostle?

The word “apostle” is the English spelling of the Greek word apostolos which in turn comes from the verb apostello, the latter speaking of the act of sending someone off on a commission to do something, the person sent having been furnished with credentials. (We often think of an ambassador or an envoy in this regard today.) The verb form of this Greek word appears in the Septuagint—the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures—in Exodus 3 of Moses being commissioned and sent by God to Pharaoh in Egypt, thus making Moses an apostle of sorts. It is also used of the Father sending the Son—Jesus—commissioning Him to earth.
 Jesus repeatedly describes himself as having been sent by the Father into the world (e.g., John 3:17, 34; 5:36ff.; 6:29, 57; 7:29; 8:42; 10:36; 11:42; 17:3; also 1 John 4:10). Philip Hughes comments, 

In the basic sense of the word, He is indeed the first apostle, the great apostle, and the source of all apostleship. This is plain from the terms with which He commis-sioned those who are familiarly known as the apostles: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (John 20:21; similarly John 17:18). His apostleship is prior to and the ground of theirs.

Add to this the idea of Christ as High Priest (something the author of Hebrews goes into great detail later in the book), and we see the full scope of His ministry: as Apostle, Jesus Christ represented God to men; and as High Priest, He now represents men to God in Heaven.
 

Moses, by comparison, was “faithful in all God’s house” according to verse two. As previously mentioned, this refers back to Numbers 12:6-8, where God said of Moses, 

Listen to my words: When a prophet of the Lord is among you, I reveal myself to him in visions, I speak to him in dreams. But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. With him I speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the Lord.

Here God’s “house” means the household, the sphere of Moses’ stewardship, in this case comprising the whole “family” of Israel.
 The point could have been made that there were times when Moses was not as faithful as he might have been, but the author makes no criticism of the man held in such honor by the Jews. He accepts Moses as “faithful.”
 Moses was seen as the “liberator” or “savior” of the Israelite slaves in Egypt, and he was faithful to God and to his people. In this way he compares favorably to Jesus, the Savior of all men, who was likewise faithful to God and to His people.

Focus on the Founding Sovereign

Here, though, the comparison stops and the contrast starts. Jesus’ faithfulness was much more comprehensive than Moses’. Furthermore, Jesus’ position exceeds that of Moses, as seen in verses 3-4,

Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself. For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.
The author challenges his audience to focus on the Founding Sovereign. Moses was no more than part of the “house,” but Jesus built the house. The “house,” of course, is the household, the people, not the building; and it is God’s house, the people of God. Moses was a member of that house and proved faithful there, but he was still a part of the house, whereas Jesus was the builder.
 Once again, the author of Hebrews emphasizes the role of Jesus in creating everything (as he did in Hebrews 1:2), and verse four states clearly that he believed Jesus to be no less than God.

Jesus is the Builder, as stated in His own words in Matthew 16:18, “I will build my church.” By contrast, Moses was not the innovator of the legal system, but simply the agent through whom it was given. The vivid Old Testament description of the law tablets being written by the finger of God at once puts Moses in his right perspective, almost as a spectator who was himself intimately affected by what he saw.

Some see here a contrast of Old and New Testaments, of Israel and the Church. But I think Hughes puts it the best as he writes, 
The house of Israel in which Moses served as a steward was, like the law he mediated, “but a shadow of the good things to come” and not the final reality. The Israel of old which he led from the bondage of Egypt and through the wilderness to the land of promise was a type of the true Israel of God redeemed and led to eternal rest by Christ. The latter is the authentic household of God, built up with the living stones of those who by faith are cemented to Christ and to each other; whereas the former was marred by apostasy and unbelief. Yet there is a real and vital continuity between the two, for in Old Testament times there was a true Israel within Israel, a core of the people of faith, among whom, of course, Moses was outstanding. Hence Paul’s assertion that “not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his descendants.” The authentic Israel constitutes “a remnant chosen by grace” on God’s part and sustained by faith on man’s part; and its scope from the very beginning was not narrowly national but universal. Thus there is a genuine continuity between the Old Israel and the New Israel, or, rather, there is one true Israel of the people of God throughout all the ages of human history, for “the house of God, which is the Church, comprises the saints of both Old and New Testaments.”

Focus on the Father’s Son


Finally, the author of Hebrews urges us to focus on the Father’s Son in verses 5-6,

Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house, testifying to what would be said in the future. But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.

By no means should we read any criticism of downplaying of the greatness of Moses by the author of Hebrews. Again he states that Moses was faithful as a servant. This is not the usual Greek word for servant that may be rendered “slave,” but rather a “ministering attendant” or a kind of steward.
 Moses was given a high honor, yet he was still a servant, whereas Jesus is the Son of the Father. No matter how great the human servant is, Jesus Christ is still greater, for He alone is the Son of the Father, God in the flesh, the One and Only Son of God. 

I want to return to this thought in our conclusion, but before I do, I want to point out the last part of verse six. The author writes, “And we are his house if we hold fast our confidence and pride in our hope.” Much attention is given to the word “if” in the middle of the phrase. Some read this verse to mean we keep ourselves saved by perseverance. Not so, as Warren Wiersbe points out,

The “if” clause needs to be understood in the light of the total context… The writer is not suggesting that we, as Christians, must keep ourselves saved. This would contradict the major theme of the book, which is the finished work of Christ and His heavenly ministry guaranteeing our eternal salvation. Rather, the writer is affirming that those who hold fast their confidence and hope are proving that they are truly born again….

Those who have trusted Christ prove this confession by their steadfast-ness, confidence, and joyful hope. They are not burdened by the past or threatened by the present, but are “living in the future tense” as they await the “blessed hope” of their Lord’s return. It is this “heavenly calling” that motivates the believers to keep on living for the Saviour even when the going is tough.
 

F. F. Bruce calls our continuance in the faith “the test of reality,”
 while John MacArthur refers to this as “the mark of true believers,” adding, “We can neither save ourselves nor keep ourselves saved. The meaning is simply that continuance is the proof of reality.”
 As I have repeated many times, our salvation has nothing to do with how good we are! We don’t get saved nor do we stay saved on our own efforts. It is all about the grace of God!

As we conclude, I want to apply this section of Hebrews to our own lives. I trust that you are able to understand what the author originally meant in these verses, though you may wonder how they speak to us at all today. I believe they do…powerfully!

The whole theme of Hebrews is the superiority of Christ in every way. As earlier mentioned, the author establishes Christ’s supremacy over the Old Testament prophets, angels, and in this passage, Moses. Later he will show how Christ surpasses Joshua, Aaron, and the whole sacrificial system. He did this because he readers—Christians with a Hebrew background—may have been tempted to consider any or all of these entities to be greater than Jesus.

Of course we wouldn’t do that! Or would we?

No, we would not be tempted to look to Moses or Aaron or Joshua or the prophets or angels instead of Christ. But we may have our spiritual eyesight distracted in other directions. And we would be guilty of the same sin in principle as Paul mentioned in Romans 1:25, “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped created things rather than the Creator.”
I am speaking of the sin of idolatry, one sin few modern Christians think they need to worry about. After all, who bows to a statue anymore? So we read the last verse of John’s first letter, 1 John 5:21, “Dear children, keep yourselves from idols,” and we think, “Well, I certainly don’t have to worry about that!” But I think The Living Bible says it best: “Dear children, keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your hearts.” That’s what an idol is: anything (or anyone) that takes God’s place in our hearts.

Very quickly I want to conclude by identifying three things that can divert our attention away from Jesus. These are all good things, but we cannot be satisfied with the good. We must insist on nothing but the best, and that is what Jesus Christ represents!

First, do not focus your spiritual attention on a church building. When Jesus said, “I will build My church,” He did not mean a physical structure. The church is the body of believers, not the bricks or wood or stone that comprises the building in which they meet. As the song says, “You can’t go to church, cuz’ the church is you!”

Second, do not place your spiritual focus on the Bible itself. I have known some Christians to treat their Bibles as if there were some magic in the pages and ink. We must not allow our study of the Scriptures to be the end-all of our Christian experience. As my father put it years ago in a class on Hebrews, “We must worship the living Word above the written Word.”
 For those who, like me, love to study the Word, we must hear this challenge!

Third, do not, in the words of Chuck Swindoll, “fall more in love with the leader than with the Lord.”
 The Corinthians had this problem. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 1:12-13,

One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas “; still another, “I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul? 

He later writes in 1 Corinthians 3:4-7,

For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere men? What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.

The Bible teaches that we are not to magnify or exalt any human, regardless of how good or faithful they may be. Psalm 34:3 states, “O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together” (kjv). Mary, when told of the wonderful news that she would bear the Messiah, exclaimed in Luke 1:46, “My soul doth magnify the Lord” (kjv). She did not magnify herself (as others have done); she magnified God. 

A. W. Tozer writes,

I am positively sure after many years of observation and prayer that the basis of all of our trouble today, in religious circles, is that our God is too small.
When he says magnify the Lord, he doesn’t mean that you are to make God big, but you are to see Him big. When we take a telescope and look at a star, we don’t make the star bigger, we only see it big. Likewise you cannot make God bigger, but you are only to see Him bigger….

I am sure that if we all saw God bigger, we would see people smaller. This is the day of the magnification of slick personalities, and as we magnify men, we minimize God. Do not think that we have escaped the curse in evangelical circles or even in full gospel circles, for we have not. We have whole meetings go by in which we never see God at all—we only see His servants. And the curlier the hair of the servant, the more we see the servant. And if he’s been pardoned from murdering his grandmother’s aunt, we magnify him still more. And if he’s been half-converted from movie acting, we magnify him still more.

We always have some big wheel that we are down in front of, kissing the toe of. Then we wonder why the Holy Spirit doesn’t bless us. The Holy Spirit doesn’t bless us for the same reason He doesn’t bless the Catholic for kissing the toe of the Virgin. They have their focus wrong. We respect the Virgin, but we do not worship her. And God would have us respect each other, but not worship each other. There is an awful lot of hero worship in the church of Christ.
 


We don’t need hero worship at Texas Christian Church, or any other church for that matter. Jesus said in Matthew 23:8-10, “You are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have only one Master and you are all brothers. And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor are you to be called 'teacher,' for you have one Teacher, the Christ.” Let’s fix our focus where it belongs: on Jesus Christ! As the hymn says, “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in His wonderful face; and the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace.” Amen.
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