Why Am I Here? #12

“Friend of God”

John 15:15


Several years ago, a good friend of mine since high school asked me to become a part of an Internet group. In order to join, I had to establish an account on something called “Facebook.” I had never heard of Facebook at that time, but I was interested in what my friend was offering, so I joined.


I was amazed at the popularity of Facebook. Right now over 197 million people are members. Once I was online, I could search for old friends from my past or family members separated by distance. Before long I was back in touch with people I had not seen or heard from in twenty, thirty, even forty years! I was even able to organize my high school graduating class’ 30-year-reunion in northeast Ohio from central Illinois, largely because of Facebook!


The whole basis of Facebook is establishing “friendships.” One person sends the other a “friend request,” and if the recipient accepts, then those two are “friends.” They can see what the other one posts and comment or “like” it. Facebook enables people to share news, memories, thoughts, pictures, videos, or links to other Internet sites. Our church has a Facebook page on which we post upcoming events as well as links to our sermons that can be downloaded from our website.


Though it doesn’t happen as often now as when I first joined, a new friend request is exciting. Often I recognize the person right away and am happy to reconnect with them. Other times I wonder who this person is—do I even know them? Maybe they are confusing me with someone with a similar name, or maybe this is someone trying to scam my personal information. For such friend requests I click “Decline.”


Now imagine this: You log onto your Facebook account and read a notification: “You have one friend request.” You click on that, and then you read, “Almighty God has requested to be your friend.” 

Impossible? Maybe on Facebook, but not in God’s book!

Turn to the Scripture passage read earlier, John 15:9-17. Jesus said to His disciples,

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other” [emphasis added].
God’s Desire for Our Friendship


Can this be possible? Can Almighty God and a human being be friends? The great philosopher Aristotle said no. He thought there could be no friendship between a god and a man, any more than a man could be a friend to his slave or his tools, because they were so dissimilar in nature. Yet the Bible radically rejects secular thought on this point.


The truth of the matter is this: God wants to be our best friend.
 


Paul writes in Romans 5:11, “So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God” (nlt). 

Isn’t amazing to think that the Almighty God would actually offer us His friendship? Perhaps you’ve never looked at God as a friend. Maybe you’ve even thought that God somehow delights in seeing His creatures suffer and squirm. or that He is some remote, impersonal, unfeeling supreme being. In reality, nothing could be further from the truth. God wants our friendship! And when God offers us His friendship, He is not asking to be a casual acquaintances who only checks in on us periodically. The God of the universe is extending His hand of friendship to us. Talk about having a Friend in high places!


Though it is out of sequence in the text, I want you to look down to John 15:16, where Jesus tells His disciples (then and now), “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you.” Jesus’ initiative is the basis of this friendship.
 Everything about our relationship with God is on the grounds of grace. We are nothing and have done nothing to deserve God’s favor. While I will not go so far as to say that we have no choice in the matter whatsoever—there are too many Scriptures that call us to choose God—it is equally clear that God desires our friendship more than we desire His. As 1 John 4:19 says, “We love because he first loved us.” 


These verses in John 15 summarize what it means to be a friend of the King of Kings. It is humbling, for He chose us and we did not choose Him. We must keep this in mind lest we become proud and presumptuous. It means that we keep our ears open and listen to what He says to us. We must be attentive and alert.

I like the way one author put it: “Knowing and loving God is our greatest privilege, and being known and loved is God’s greatest pleasure.”
 He wants to be our friend!

God’s Design for Our Friendship


Once we accept God’s desire for our friendship, the next question is God’s design for our friendship. What does such a relationship look like? It’s difficult to imagine how an intimate friendship is possible between an all-powerful, invisible, perfect God and a finite, sinful human being. It’s easier to understand this as a Master-servant relationship, or a Creator-creation relationship, or even a Father-child relationship. But what does it mean when God wants me as a friend? We can see some clues by examples in the Bible.


The most obvious example is the relationship between God and Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. This stands as the ideal relationship between God and man. Adam and Eve enjoyed an intimate friendship with God. They did not have a temple or church; there were no religious rituals or formal ceremonies—just a simple loving relationship between God and the people He created. Unhindered by guilt or fear, Adam and Eve delighted in God, and He delighted in them.


Think about that! They did not attend church to worship, because worship was not an event to attend, but a perpetual attitude! Adam and Eve were in constant communion with God. And the same is true with us today. Because God is with us all the time, no place is any closer to God than where we are right now.
 

David writes in Psalm 139:7-10,

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 

Distance will often have devastating effects on a friendship, but not with our Heavenly Friend. He is always with us, closer to us than anyone on earth. 


Returning to our text in John 15, we read in verse 15, “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.” The word for friend in this verse does not mean a casual acquaintance but a close, trusted relationship. Earlier in John’s Gospel, Jesus used this same Greek term to describe the “best man” at a wedding (John 3:29). The way the word was used most often, though, was to describe “a friend at court.” It describes that “inner circle” around a king or emperor. In the first century, high officials in the Roman Empire and some mem​bers of the Senate were privileged to join the elite fraternity of Amici Caesaris, the “Friends of Caesar.” It is likely that Pontius Pilate was a member of this group.
 Such “friends of the king” would be close to him and know his secrets, but they would also be subject to him and have to obey his commands. There is thus no conflict between being a friend and being a servant.


We need this understanding so that we don’t become too casual in our friendship with God. Yes, He calls us to be His friend, but He is still Almighty God, Ruler of the universe and Lord of my life. Human friendships can become so casual that we become thoughtless and rude, taking advantage of one another. Psalm 25:14 says in the Living Bible, “Friendship with God is reserved for those who reverence him. With them alone he shares the secrets of his promises.” God deserves our honor and respect.

God’s Demand for Our Friendship


That being said, I want to conclude this morning with God’s demand for our friendship. If we really want to be true friends of God, certain requirements must be met. He is offering it to us, but we must respond. We cannot truly be the friend of a person with whom we have no interaction. Friendship is giving and taking. It involves offering something and then expecting the other party to reciprocate.
 


The first demand God has for our friendship is that we know Him. The Lord says in Jeremiah 9:23-24,

“Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight.”


Knowing God is the greatest achievement in anybody’s life. It is impossible to be God’s friend apart from knowing what He says. We can’t love God unless we know Him, and we can’t know Him without knowing His Word.


We need to read the Bible, study it, and meditate on it. Meditation is often misunderstood as some difficult, mysterious ritual practiced by isolated monks and mystics. But meditation is simply focused thinking—a skill anyone can learn and use anywhere. When we think about a problem over and over in our mind, that’s called “worry.” When we think about God’s Word over and over in our mind, that’s called “meditation.” If we know how to worry, we already know how to meditate! We just need to switch our attention from our problems to God’s promises. The more we meditate on God’s Word, the less we will have to worry about.


A second demand is honesty. Even though God is all-knowing, He still demands our honesty with Him. Think back to the Garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve sinned. God didn’t come straight out and say, “Adam, you blew it!” Instead, He sought them out, asking, “What is this you have done?” God wants us to confess our sins to Him. He wants us to share our hearts’ desires with Him. He wants to hear about our troubles.
 He wants our honesty.


John 15:14 shows the third demand. Jesus says, “You are my friends if you do what I command.” God demands our obedience if we are going to be His friends.  It is important to note that we do not become God’s friends by our obedience, but through our obedience we exhibit our friendship with Him to the world.

Nor should we mistakenly think that such obedience will be perfect. That is beyond our ability as sinful human beings. Instead, this speaks of our intent to pursue His aims by following His instructions.
 It is not the perfection but the direction God seeks. Obedience is the test of discipleship. The friends of Jesus are those who habitually obey him.


What are we to obey if we are to be friends of God? Is there some monumental list of rules that must be followed to enter into this special relationship? No, just two. Remember from last Sunday how Jesus answered the question, “What is the greatest command in the Law?” He answered in Mark 12:29-31,

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”


Pretty simple: Love God, love one another. That’s it! When we get a grasp on those two concepts, we can experience this close friendship with God. Jesus repeated this demand twice in John 15: We read in verse twelve, “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” Then in verse 17 we read, “This is my command: Love each other.”

Many have wondered, “How is it possible for Jesus to command us to love one another? Can true love be commanded?” We must keep in mind that Christian love is not basically a feeling; rather, it is an act of the will. The proof of our love is not in our feelings but in our actions. While the emotions are certainly involved, real Christian love is an act of the will—it is a choice. It means treating others the way God treats us.
 


People are not always easy to live with…even within the body of Christ! As one poet put it,

To live above with saints I love,

Oh, that will be glory!

But to live below with the saints I know,

Now that’s another story!


We can all think of people who fit that description in our lives. (Don’t get too high and mighty, though…you may be the one someone else has in mind with this quote!) We may not feel like showing them the love of God. But we do so, not because we love them so much, but because we love God so much, and this is what He has called us to do!


Jesus defined friendship in terms of obedience. A Christian’s friendship with God is more than a casual acquaintance; it is a partnership of mutual esteem and affection. Jesus elevated the disciples above mere slaves and made them partners in His work. A slave is never given a reason for the work assigned to him; he must perform it because he has no other choice. But a friend is a confidant who knows his superior’s purpose and voluntarily adopts it as his own.
 We are still called to obey God, but it is from the perspective of a son and not merely as a slave. 
Friendship entails responsibilities and benefits. The proverb that “﻿a friend loves at all times﻿” (﻿Proverbs 17:17﻿) expresses both an obligation and a benefit. This is true with earthly friendships, and it is also true with our friendship with God. Biblical friendship is a face-to-face encounter, signifying proximity, intimate revelation and honesty. It is also a bonding of affections and trust, knitting one’s very soul to another. In its ultimate reaches, it is union with God.

Yes, God wants to be a friend to all of us. We can trust Him. People are going to let us down, but we have a friend who will never betray our confidence. We have a friend we can tell our secrets to and who will declare His secrets to us. We have the ultimate friend in high places—Jesus Christ. He wants to be our God. He wants to be our Savior and Lord and Master. But He also wants to be our friend.

Will you accept His friend request today?
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