Why Am I Here? #8

“Pleasing Him”

selected Scriptures


Over the past several weeks we have considered the question, “Why am I here?” This morning I want to ask the same question, but in a more specific manner. Each one of us needs to ask ourselves, “Why am I here—right here, right now?” 


The obvious answer is, “We go to church on Sunday mornings. That’s why we’re here.” Previous generations referred to this as “Sunday go-to-meetin’” time. Ever since the first century, Christians have gathered on the first day of the week—first in homes and later in larger buildings that became known as “churches.”


I’m not trying to make you second guess whether you should be here or not. I’m glad you’re here and not somewhere else! I agree with David when he said in Psalm 122:1, “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’”  This is a good practice, a good habit to develop and maintain. Hebrews 10:25 instructs, “Let us not give up meeting together.” This is something we ought to do.


But why? 


The fundamental reason for coming to church on Sunday is to worship God. Yes, there are other things that take place here—we enjoy each other’s company, we are encouraged, educated, and energized in our own spiritual life—but these are what you might call fringe benefits of the real reason why we are here. Some people come only for those reasons, and often find their worship experience less than satisfying…so they go to another church that can “meet their needs.” They often say things like, “I didn’t get anything out of that service.” These folks may even be happy for a while, but sooner or later they will move on, endlessly searching for “the right church.”


Their problem is not that they haven’t found the right church; the issue is that they are not coming to church for the right cause. You see, worship is not something we get, it is something we give. Our relationship with God is similar to the marriage relationship. If we love our spouse because of what he or she can do for me, that marriage is in for trouble! If we love God only for what He can do for me, we are in similar trouble! We’ve got it all backwards!


Remember the two simple statements from the message two weeks ago:

It’s not about me.

It’s all about Him.


This applies to all of life, and it definitely applies to worship. Worship is not about me—what I like and what it does for me. Worship is all about God—what He likes and what I can do for Him. This morning I want us to consider the motivation of worship, some misconceptions about worship, and to begin to consider the meaning of worship. We won’t cover all of that last point today; in the weeks to come we will consider more.

The Motivation of Worship


Why do we worship? Because it pleases God. Psalm 147:11 states, “The Lord is pleased only with those who worship him and trust his love” (cev). Two psalms below that we read in Psalm 149:4, “The Lord takes pleasure in his people” (tev). Jesus told the woman at the well in John 4:23-24,

Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.

Did you notice the end of verse 23? The Father seeks worshippers. He is pleased when we worship Him.


Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:9, “So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it.” If you are looking for your life’s purpose or goal, here it is: to please God. The original word translated “goal” is elsewhere rendered “ambition” (Romans 15:20 and 1 Thessalonians 4:11), and has been defined as “to strive eagerly,” or “to seek restlessly,” pointing to a wholehearted and energetic pursuit of the object.
 There is nothing half-hearted about Paul’s desire to please God! Yet, as John MacArthur points out,
Many professing Christians appear to care far more about the world’s opinion than about God’s. Churches are so engrossed in trying to please non-Christians that many have forgotten their first duty is to please God.
 
The aim of every believer is to be well-pleasing to God, and our example is our Lord Jesus Christ.
 Jesus said in John 5:30, “I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.” His goal, ambition, or purpose in life was to please the Father. And we know that He did, from the testimony of the Father recorded in Matthew 3:17, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
Pleasing God is not an impossible dream. Paul writes in Colossians 1:10, “And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way.” To the Thessalonian Christians he writes in 1 Thessalonians 4:1, “Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more.” God is not some harsh taskmaster who is impossible to please! In fact, He created all things for His pleasure, and He takes pleasure in His children. Hebrews 11:5 records that Enoch was “one who pleased God,” and the following verse provides the key: “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Hebrews 11:6)

The Misconceptions about Worship


So we come to church to please God, and we please God when we worship Him. Simple enough, right? But what do we mean by worship? Some folks have no clue what the word entails, while others have misconceptions about worship that need to be cleared up.


We may think of worship as singing, praying, and listening to a sermon. Others think worship consists of ceremonies, candles, and communion. Still others think of healing, miracles, and speaking in tongues. Worship can include these elements, but worship is far more than these expressions.


Perhaps the greatest misconception is that worship is music. Some say, “At our church we have the worship first, and then the teaching.” This is a big misunderstanding. Every part of a church service is an act of worship: praying, Scripture reading, singing, communion, listening to a sermon, even giving an offering! 

Even worse, “worship” is often misused to refer to a particular style of music: “First we sang a hymn, then a praise and worship song.” Or, “I like the fast praise songs but enjoy the slow worship songs the most.” But worship has nothing to do with the style or volume or speed of a song. God loves all kinds of music because he invented it all—fast and slow, loud and soft, old and new. You probably don’t like it all, but God does!
 

Christians often disagree over the style of music used in worship—in fact, style of music in worship is the number one splitter of churches today. Some churches try to appease both groups with “blended” worship while others divide into separate services featuring traditional music in one and more contemporary music in the other.

Frankly, the music style you like best says more about you—your background and personality—than it does about God. One ethnic group’s music can sound like noise to another. But God likes variety and enjoys it all.
 


One more important point on the subject: There is no such thing as “Christian” music; there are only Christian lyrics. It is the words that make a song sacred, not the tune. There is no such thing as a godly melody or a satanic beat. Music is only a vehicle by which the message is carried. Let’s not mistake worship for music.

A second common misconception about worship is that worship is for our benefit. It isn’t—we worship for God’s benefit. When we worship, our goal is to please God, not ourselves. If you have ever said, “I didn’t get anything out of worship today,” you worshiped for the wrong reason. Worship isn’t for you. It’s for God. 

Certainly there are benefits we receive by worshiping God, as I mentioned earlier. We will be (or at least should be) encouraged, educated, and energized as a result of coming to church. But these are by-products, not the basis for going to church. 

In Isaiah 29 God complains about worship that is half-hearted and hypocritical. The people were offering God stale prayers, insincere praise, empty words, and man-made rituals without even thinking about the meaning. God’s heart is not touched by tradition in worship, but by passion and commitment. Isaiah 29:13 says, “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men.”

A third misconception is that worship is something we do on Sunday for an hour or two. “Sundays are for worship,” I hear folks say—usually complaining about school or civic events that are more and more scheduled on Sunday mornings. (By the way, I share their frustration!) Yet this is incorrect. Worship is not a part of our life; it is our life.
 

The Meaning of Worship


Which brings us to my final point this morning: the meaning of worship. The term itself comes from the Anglo-Saxon weorthscipe, which later de​veloped into worthship, and finally into worship. It means, “to attribute worth” to an object… To worship God is to ascribe to Him supreme worth, for He alone is worthy.
 But of all the definitions I have seen, I prefer one I first heard from my father, from the pen of William Temple:
To worship is to quicken the conscience by the holiness of God, to feed the mind with the truth of God, to purge the imagination by the beauty of God, to open the heart to the love of God, to devote the will to the purpose of God.

This description reminds us that God calls for worship that involves our whole being. The body, mind, will, and emotions should all be laid on the altar of worship.
 Everything we are devotes everything we have to the One who has given us everything.

But this is not something reserved for an hour or so on Sunday morning! George Mallone writes in his book, Furnace of Renewal,
The unique aspect of congregational worship is not that we do something different on a particular day, but that on one day we do together what we have done individ​ually throughout the week. The worship service is no place to catch up for our lack of private praise and thanksgiving.


Again, worship is not to be a part of our life; worship should be our life.


Nor is worship confined to the activities of a church service—singing, reading the Bible, and praying. Every activity of life can be transformed into an act of worship when we do it for the praise, glory, and pleasure of God. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 10:31, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  Recall from our last message, the goal of everything is the glory of God.
 

How is that possible? Paul writes in Colossians 3:23,“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.” Imagine that Jesus Himself was visibly present with you, whatever you are doing. (I purposely did not use the word “pretend” because we don’t have to pretend that He is with us…He really is!) You can even carry on a conversation with Him as you go through your day. (You may not always want that conversation to be audible, or you may get some interesting looks from others!)

This is the secret to a lifestyle of worship—doing everything as if you were doing it for Jesus. I like how The Message paraphrases Romans 12:1, “Take your everyday, ordinary life your sleeping, eating, going—to work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering.”  Remember how that verse ends in most translations: “This is your spiritual act of worship.” Work becomes worship when you dedicate it to God and perform it with an awareness of his presence.
  

A classic example of this is found in the life of one Nicholas Herman (1611-1691) who was born the same year the King James Version was completed. If that name doesn’t ring a bell, you may know him better as Brother Lawrence. He was not a highly educated man, nor did he hold a powerful position. He was not even a preacher—he was a cook—but he did write, “Were I a preacher, I should above all other things preach the practice of the presence of God,”
 from which came the title of the book written after his death, The Practice of the Presence of God. Through brief letters and simple conversations, Brother Lawrence shared the secret of making every moment, every activity, a form of worship to the Lord.

“The time of business,” said he, “does not with me differ from the time of prayer; and in the noise and clutter of my kitchen, while several persons are at the same time calling for different things, I possess God in as great tranquility as if I were upon my knees at [church].”

He tore down the unbiblical wall between “sacred” and “secular,” realizing that every part of the Christian’s life is spiritual when doing it for the glory of God.


More recently, I observed this principle in practice during my days at St. Paul Bible College. The athletic department adopted the phrase “Praise Performance” for the various sports teams at the school. Whether practicing, traveling, or playing against other teams, the student athletes strove to maintain an attitude of “praise performance,” that everything they did was done for God’s glory. We often don’t associate sports with worship, but that example demonstrated how even competing in athletics can be pleasing to God when it is done for His glory.

Returning to our opening question: Why am I here? Specifically, on Sunday morning at Texas Christian Church, I am here to worship God, to give Him the gift of my praise and thanks, an expression of what He is worth to me. More generally, I am here on earth to please my Maker, to fulfill the purpose for which He created me, so that at the end of my time on earth I would hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant! …Come and share your master’s happiness!” (Matthew 25:21).


Paul wrote, “We make it our goal to please Him.”


Will you?
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