Why Am I Here? #7

“A Reason For Everything?”

selected Scriptures

“Well, everything happens for a reason.” 

I wish I had a dollar for every time I’ve heard that phrase, or something like it. Often the person brings the Almighty into the picture, saying that “God has a reason for everything.” Even when uttered by the most well-meaning person, though, these words seem hollow in the midst of life’s tragedies. In fact, when folks adopt the attitude of, “God has a reason for everything,” it becomes quite easy to hold God responsible for everything that happens, and faith can derail.

As we continue to consider the basic question, “Why am I here?” we come to a related question: “Why do terrible, tragic events take place?” From an early age we are taught to pray, “God is great, God is good…” Then something horrible shatters our world. We may wonder to ourselves, “Could God have prevented this from happening? Perhaps He is not as great as I thought He was…or maybe He’s not as good.”

One of the foremost reasons many people refuse to believe in God stems from this very dilemma. Why do bad things happen to good people…or, if not to good people, to those who are powerless to do anything about it? The innocent, the vulnerable, the undeserving (at least in our opinion)—why are they abused and misused? Why does calamity come their way?

Is there really a reason for everything?

The Underlying Distinction


Many philosophers and even some theologians claim there is no answer for this question, causing some to adopt atheism while others advocate a blind faith that does not seek for solutions.


I disagree. I believe there is an answer to that basic question, and even the follow-up question regarding God’s role in what happens, particularly those unpleasant events that seem unavoidable. I must make it clear from the outset, though, that we must be careful in how we word our statements. The phrase, “Everything happens for a reason,” is a true statement. “God has a reason for everything,” however, is a misleading assertion, and can cause resentment and bitterness toward God when, in fact, He is not directly responsible for the event in question. We must acknowledge the underlying distinction between two terms.

For our consideration this morning, I am distinguishing between “reason” from “purpose.”  I know these two words are often considered to be synonyms, but I believe they are very different.  If we can grasp the meaning of these words, we can better comprehend life’s tragedies.

When I speak of the “reason” for life’s misfortunes, I mean by reason, “the thing that makes some fact intelligible,” or “cause.”
  We often speak of “cause and effect,” and in this case, the “effect” is the calamity we see all around us.  What is the cause of it?

In a word, the disturbing reason for calamity is sin.  Romans 6:23 says simply, “The wages of sin is death.”  Another way of saying that would be “The effect of sin is death.”  Sin is the cause, and death is the effect.


When Adam and Eve committed the first sin, the effects or results of sin entered the world. This includes not only death, but disease, deformity, and disasters of all kinds. “Nature itself,” A. W. Tozer writes, “has felt the shock of man’s sin and has been adversely affected by it.”
  


Sometimes the reason for a particular tragedy can be easily traced to one’s own sin. That person made a choice (or a series of choices) that directly led to their own suffering. Usually this is the easiest to accept, for we sense a bit of justice in it all. But what about the innocent person who suffers because of someone else’s poor judgment or decisions? That calamity happened because of other’s sin. Unfortunately sin has a ripple effect when it comes to consequences. Sometimes innocent bystanders pay the wages of sin even more than the sinner…at least at first. We are more likely to be outraged at this scenario, and we demand that the one who caused the suffering should pay. But what about natural disasters that suddenly strike and wipe out entire communities or cities, regardless of how good or bad the people were? Drought, monsoons, tornados, hurricanes, earthquakes, tsunamis, landslides—all these happen on planet earth ultimately because of original sin. Insurance companies may call such events “the hand of God,” but don’t blame Him for the consequences of man’s sin!


Simply put, then, bad things happen on earth because of our own sin, other’s sin, or original sin. This is the reason or the cause for tragic episodes in life. God takes no responsibility for mankind’s sin or the aftermath of that sin.


Does this mean, then, that God is unconcerned and uninvolved with what happens to us? Not at all! The Bible teaches us that God is very much at work in our world, and that He can even take bad things and turn them into something good. This is where the word “purpose” enters the scene.

If by “reason” we mean the cause of an effect, then in this context the word “purpose” means “something set up as an object or end to be attained,” or “intention.”
  God has a purpose that transcends any tragedy, any calamity, any heartbreak. Proverbs 19:21 declares, “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” The Lord’s own words are recorded in Isaiah 46:9-10,

“Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me.  I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.”
I’m sure we all know by heart Romans 8:28, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” Personally, I like the niv rendering of the first phrase, “…in all things God works for the good…” As Ken Chafin puts it,

He wasn’t saying that everything that happened was good. Let’s face it—lots of bad things happen to good people. And he wasn’t saying that everything that happened was necessarily what God had purposefully willed to happen… God doesn’t build a wall around us to isolate us from the risk of harm, but He does surround us with a grace that enables us to transform anything that happens to us.

Here is the key to understanding God’s purpose in the face of tragedy.  God does not do all things; He is not responsible for all things; He is not even the direct cause of all that transpires.  God is not responsible for the original sin of Adam and Eve, nor is He liable for others’ sin or our own.  But He is at work.  He is able to transform even the worst of events to accomplish His eternal purpose.

The Ultimate Destination


So what is that eternal purpose of God? I believe it can be summarized in two words. Lately I have been reading a book by John Kitchen, a former classmate of mine in college, entitled Long Story Short. Early on in this work he writes, 

The goal of everything is the glory of God, and the means of everything is the grace of God. 


Simple, yet profound. Put another way, everything is about the glory of God and by the grace of God.
 Everything that exists—including we ourselves—exist for the glory of God. And everything that exists—including we ourselves—exist by the grace of God. 


Remember back to the first message in this series, in answer to the question, “Why am I here?” I suggested that the answer was, in part, “It’s not about me”? Well, here is the flip side of that statement:

It’s all for Him.

Think about that for a moment:

It’s not about me.

It’s all about Him.

The ultimate destination, or goal, of the universe is to show the glory of God. It is the purpose for everything that exists. God made it all for his glory. Without God’s glory, there would be nothing.
 


Consider Romans 11:36, “For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.” This text concludes a spontaneous doxology by the apostle Paul that begins in verse 33. Usually verse 36 gets somewhat overlooked, but think about what this says.

God is the source of all things (“from him”). Everything that exists arises out of God Himself. From His mind, will and actions, all things that make up reality have arisen. God is the agency through which all things happen (“through him”). Everything is brought into being and sovereignly controlled by God Himself (Col. 1:16–17). And God is the destiny of all things (“to him”)—He is the ultimate goal for all that exists. And did you note the conclusion of such all-encompassing thought? “To him be the glory forever!” Truly, the goal of everything is the glory of God.
 

God’s glory is best seen in Jesus Christ. He is the Light of the world. Because of Jesus, we are no longer in the dark about what God is like. The Bible says, “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory” (Hebrews 1:3). John 1:14 adds “The Word became human and lived among us. We saw his glory … a glory full of grace and truth” [gwt].


The ultimate destination of all things—including we ourselves—is to bring glory to God. That might sound all well and good, but what does that look like? How can we do this? Here are a few suggestions:

· We bring God glory by worshiping Him. 

· We bring God glory by loving each other.

· We bring God glory by becoming like Christ. 

· We bring God glory by telling others about Him.

Is this easy? No, because everything outside of us, in the world, does not care about the glory of God, and even our selfish nature inside of us is more concerned about getting our way than in God getting the glory. If we are serious about living the rest of our life for the glory of God, we will have to make a change in our priorities, our schedules, our relationships, and everything else. It will sometimes mean choosing a difficult path instead of an easy one.
 It will mean we must live by the prayer of Jesus, “Not my will, Father, but yours be done.”
The Universal Derivation


“There’s no way I can do that!” you might be thinking right now. And in one sense you are right; it is impossible for us to live for the glory of God…on our own. This is where the second half of Kitchen’s quote comes in: The goal of everything is the glory of God, and the means of everything is the grace of God. 
 The universal destination is the glory of God, and the universal derivation is the grace of God. 

But what does that mean?

Put it its simplest terms, “grace” is anything good given to us that we do not deserve. James 1:17 tells us, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father…” Paul writes in Romans 8:32, “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?”

Kitchen brings this truth into our daily lives:

Every breath you draw in is by means of the grace of God. Every decision you make and every step you take is by God’s grace. Every moment you are alive is a gift. Everything you own is a gift. The money in your back pocket or in your purse or lodged in bank accounts or stocks or wherever it is—it’s all a gift, on loan from Him. Everything. All of it. Without exception. All of it is by grace.
 


I would add to that, everything we have in Christ is by God’s grace: forgiveness of sin, removal of guilt, adoption into God’s family, spiritual power over sin, freedom from fear, shame, and despair—we deserved none of these things! We are justified by God’s grace, we are sanctified by God’s grace, and we will be glorified by God’s grace. 


We talk a lot about fairness and justice. I think of Charlie Brown’s younger sister Sally who said in A Charlie Brown Christmas, “I just want what’s coming to me! All I want is my fair share!” Stop and think about that for a moment. Would any of us dare go before God and stake that claim? 


What would God give us if He gave us what we deserved? Paul refers to “God's righteous decree” in Romans 1:32, “that those who [sin] deserve death.” Later in Romans we read, “The wages of sin is death” (6:23). If we got what we deserved, every one of us would be burning in Hell as I speak.


Thankfully, though, Romans 6:23 goes on to say, “…but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” There is hope! And notice what eternal life is called: it is a gift. A gift is something given that is underserved—just like grace! In fact, the Greek words for “gift” and “grace” come from the same root word. 

And there is more: by grace God has a purpose for our lives. Our purpose is found in the relationship of our story to His story. We discover our purpose by discovering how God has designed to uniquely pour grace through our lives and, in so doing, move His story along to its final conclusion.
 


Remember this one thing about God’s grace: He never gives grace to us to be kept to ourselves. Rather, He wants to pour His grace through us to bless the lives of others around us. And when this happens, He receives glory!


To sum up, then, everything is about the glory of God, and everything is by the grace of God. When we come to grips with these concepts, we will see that there is no room for pride, no room for selfishness, no room for competition or contention. And even the worst things in life find meaning.


Does everything happen for a reason? Yes, everything has a cause and an effect. When horrible things happen in our world, we can know that sin is the reason. It may be our sin, other’s sin, or original sin, but the reason for bad things happening—even to good people—is sin.


The good news is that God has a purpose beyond the calamity of sin. He does everything for His glory and by His grace. He will turn even the most evil decisions to work out for His glory by His grace. We wants to pour His grace through you to enrich the lives of others around you, so that He may receive glory in your life and theirs.


The question remains, What about us? Will we be a part of God’s purpose or will we fight against it? If we want to live for God’s glory, we begin by receiving His grace. We come to the foot of the cross, where God’s amazing grace was displayed the most. Day by day we receive His grace to live for His glory. In the weeks to come we will get into more specific ways this plays out in our lives, but we must first decide if this is the way our lives will go.


The choice is ours.
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