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Today is a special day in the history of Texas Christian Church. As you have no doubt heard, we will be closing this church building this week for renovations. The reason for this action is that time and weather has taken their toll on this structure. In fact, as we were singing the communion hymn this morning I thought of an alternate first verse:

The Church’s one foundation 

is crumbling into dust,

The floor beams have all rotted, 

the pipes have turned to rust


Well, it’s not quite that bad…but I think you get the picture.


I’ve been asked by a number of folks what we have planned for the building. Honestly, there are more questions than answers at this point. Once we clear out the contents we will take a close look at the structure from all sides and then make our determination.


Such uncertainty can lead to anxiety and fear. Questions such as, “What’s going to happen to Texas Christian Church?” may plague the mind. Maybe that’s on your mind today. I want to address this uncertainty along with its accompanying anxiety and fear this morning. 


My message is simple: Don’t worry about Texas Christian Church. There is no need to wonder or worry or doubt. And I’m not just whistling in the dark, telling you to “don’t worry; be happy.” There is good reason to be confident in the future of this church. In fact, there are three good reasons.

Because of the Church’s Builder


The first is this: Don’t worry about Texas Christian Church because of its builder. By that I am not referring to the small band of men who originally constructed this building for $1,200 back in 1875. Nor am I referring to our present contractor, in whom we have the utmost confidence. No, I am referring to a different builder.


Turn with me to Hebrews 11:8-10, where we read,

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.


The true Builder of the church is none other than God Himself!


Earlier in the same book we read in Hebrews 3:3-4,

Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself. For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything. 

We need not worry about Texas Christian Church, because its builder is God.


In fact, the only reason we ought to worry is if the builder is not God. Psalm 127:1 states, “Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain.” If God is not the builder, it doesn’t matter who is—the project will fail!


Of course, this does not mean that we simply sit back and wait for God to do all the work. God has called us to build—our lives, our homes, our churches, and the kingdom of God around the world. Whether we are building structures with bricks and mortar and steel, or building lives, families, and churches with truth and love, we cannot succeed without the help of the Lord. As Jesus said, “Without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).
 As Chuck Swindoll concludes, “There is no genuine success apart from the Lord God.”


There are two contributors to the construction job: the contractor and the laborers. Think of God as the contractor. As the architect and builder, He knows the plans He has made. To do the actual fabrication, He uses a select group of laborers. Both are indispensable. Without Him, we cannot; without us, He will not. But we should always remember that the quality of the finished product depends not so much on the skill and knowledge of the workers (you and me), but upon their devotion and obedience to the Master.


I like the way the Believer’s Bible Commentary puts it,

There are two ways to build a house. One is to move ahead with plans based on one’s own knowledge, skill and financial resources, then ask God’s blessing on the completed structure. The other is to wait until the Lord has given unmistakable guidance, then move ahead in conscious dependence on Him. In the first case, the project never rises above flesh and blood. In the second, there is the thrill of seeing God working through the marvelous provision of needed supplies, through the miraculous timing and sequence of events, and through the converging of circumstances that would never happen according to the laws of chance. It makes all the difference in the world to be building with God.
 

It truly does. And when God is the Builder, there is no reason to worry.

Several years ago a journalist writing a feature on large churches came to interview Dr. John MacArthur about Grace Community Church. At one point near the end of the conversation the reporter asked, “Have you always been driven by a desire to build a large church?”
It was an unexpected question, but MacArthur answered immediately, “I have no desire to build the church. None.”

The reporter looked at him quizzically and said, “I don’t understand that.”

MacArthur replied, “Jesus Christ said He would build His church, and I don’t want to be in competition with Him.”
 

That’s a good attitude to adopt!

The verse MacArthur referred to was Matthew 16:18, where Jesus says, “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”
We can derive comfort in our own time from those words. No matter how beleaguered, persecuted, martyred, rejected, maligned, poor, or shameful the church may seem, the Lord will not abandon His chosen ones. When the people of God seem weakest, look again. Jesus is still building His church. The original plan is still in operation. Modern times are no threat to His sovereign purposes. The circumstances of our troubled world do not alter His design. And no matter how corrupt and worldly the visible church has been or may become, Jesus Christ is still building His church on the original, sure foundation of apostolic teaching and ministry.
When Jesus said, “I will build My church,” He gave the strongest possible guarantee of the church’s ultimate success. If it were left only to the people of God, the building would have crumbled long ago. Church history is filled with proof of human failure, worldly corruption, unfaithfulness, doctrinal deviation, compromise, and weakness. Yet the Lord still builds the church. No matter what the church appears to be on the outside, there is at the core of it a body that Christ Himself is building—made of God’s elect—and it grows strong and faithful. Even in the bleakest times, there is always “a remnant according to God’s gracious choice” (Rom. 11:5).

Because of the Church’s Base


Secondly, don’t worry about Texas Christian Church because of its base. Now I know that may seem terribly contradictory, since the main problem with this structure is the foundation and flooring beneath the surface. If those were strong, we wouldn’t even be thinking about closing the church building for repairs.


But that’s not the base I have in mind. What I am referring to is mentioned in 1 Corinthians 3:11, where Paul writes, “No one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.” The true foundation of Texas Christian Church is none other than Jesus Christ Himself. 


Another word for “foundation” the Bible often uses is “cornerstone.” God says in Isaiah 28:16, “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed.”  In Ephesians 2:20 Paul speaks of Jesus as “the chief cornerstone,” and Peter quotes the Isaiah passage in identifying Jesus as the “cornerstone” and “capstone.” Perhaps you have seen one of the business cards for the church. Underneath the name Texas Christian Church is the phrase, “where Jesus Christ is the Lone Star.” That’s not just a catchy phrase; this is Jesus Christ’s church. He alone gets the credit and praise for the good things He has done!
Because of the Church’s Building 


Third, don’t worry about Texas Christian Church because of its building. Once again that may sound ridiculous. Isn’t this whole project about the building? Isn’t it possible that the church building may not be able to be repaired? What if it does not survive the renovation process? What then?


These are all valid questions. I wish I knew all the answers, but at this point in time, I do not. We won’t know the immediate fate of this structure until we clear it out and start investigating closely.


I can tell you the ultimate fate of this building…or any other church building for that matter. We read in 2 Peter 3:10, 

However, the Day of the Lord will come “like a thief.” On that Day the heavens will disappear with a roar, the elements will melt and disintegrate, and the earth and everything in it will be burned up.
 

Did you catch that last phrase—“ and the earth and everything in it will be burned up”? That means everything. One day everything we see on this earth will be burned with fire, so that a new heaven and a new earth can take its place. No matter how sturdy, how ornate, how impressive, or how humble, every structure constructed by man will one day be reduced to ashes.


Yet how many fights and squabbles take place over buildings! People nearly come to blows trying to decide what color to paint the walls or whether to have hard wood floors instead of carpeting! And I’m talking about good Christian folks! Yet it is easy to lose perspective and focus when it comes to what the church is really all about.


Turn back to the Scripture read earlier in the service, 1 Corinthians 3:9-17.

For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames. Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, and you are that temple. 


Three separate times Paul identifies the building or the church (he uses the word “temple” which was more common in those days). What does he identify as the church? The people! He says to the Corinthian Christians, “You are the church! You are the building!”  We must keep that in mind!


Paul continues this thought in Ephesians 2:19-22,

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 


This text identifies all three points of this morning’s message. God is building a dwelling in which He lives by His Spirit, built on the foundation (or cornerstone) of Jesus, and the building consists of the Christians themselves.


Perhaps an understanding of the original context will help us. In ancient Greek, the term translated “church” was ekklēsia, meaning “﻿congregation” or “﻿assembly﻿.” In the New Testament this word is never used of a building or meeting place but always of believers.
 They didn’t even have church buildings in the early years; they met in homes. 

Hebrews 3:6 says it clearly: “But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.”  We further read in 1 Peter 2:4-5,

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him—you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 


The church is not a physical building; it is a spiritual house, made up of people in whom God dwells through the Holy Spirit. Just as a house is not a home, so a church structure is not the church. You can have a magnificent structure that is called a church, but if the Spirit of God is not present in the lives of His people, it is just a building. On the other hand, you can have two or three people out in the middle of a field, and if they are brothers and sisters in Christ, you have a church!


Does this mean that a church building is unimportant, or even unnecessary? No, the structure itself is important. It provides a gathering place for Christians to assemble and worship together. It serves as a focal point for the community to recognize the local congregation. It offers a location for unbelievers to come that want to know about Jesus. Trust me, I was once the pastor of a church that lost its meeting place, and when a new location could not be found, the church died. So I understand the need for a building to house the church.


But that’s precisely the point: The structure houses the church; it is not the church itself. Just as a family needs a house for its home, the church needs a place to gather. But the building is not the church, just as the house is not the family. A family’s house can burn to the ground, but as long as everyone escaped the flames, the family is still in tact. This building could fall down or burn down tomorrow, but that would not be the end of Texas Christian Church!

Picture this scene: A father walks down the hallway toward his son’s room, from which emits the beeps and buzzes of a video game.  He sticks his head in the room and says, “Come on, son, it’s time to go.”

“Where are we goin’, Dad?” the boy asks, eyes still fixed on the screen.

“Well, it’s Sunday, son,” the father answers, “we’re going to church.”

The son puts down the controller and turns, a look of exasperation on his face.  “We can’t go to church!” he says.

“What do you mean we can’t go to church?” the father asks.

“Because we are the church!”

This is actually the introduction to a song recorded several years ago by the Acappella Vocal Band, the chorus of which goes like this:

You can’t go to church as some people say—

The common terminology we use everyday;

You can go to a building, that is something you can do,

But you can’t go to church, ‘cause the church is you.


We are the church. Regardless of what happens to this structure in the weeks and months to come, Texas Christian Church will be just fine. We have a place to gather for worship and instruction—we are moving all our services next door to the fellowship hall beginning next Sunday—and we are confident that the Lord will provide all that we need in the future as He has done for the past 138 years!


I’ve often compared the church building to a house and the church itself to a family. That is more than a comparison; it is a fact. We are a family. We are a gathering of brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ who come to worship our Heavenly Father. We’re not here because we’re perfect, or even that we think that we’re perfect. No, we gather together to exalt our Lord, to encourage one another, to be equipped with the Word of God and energized by the Spirit of God in order to live as He would have us to live. We look forward to one day when there will no longer be a need for a church building (see Revelation 21:22). But until that day, we will assemble in a building like this one for worship, instruction, fellowship, and encouragement.


So my message today is simple: Don’t worry about Texas Christian Church. Why?

· Because of its Builder, who is God Himself

· Because of its Base, who is Jesus Christ

· Because of its Building, which is you and me!

To those who have been a part of Texas Christian Church through the years, I want to thank God for all that He has done through you. There is no need to fuss or fret over the future; He has it all under control!

To those who are visiting or may have returned to this building that has meant much in your past, I would invite you to join us. Come and be a part of the family…the family of God! 
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