“When I Think of Home”

2 Corinthians 5:1-10
“There’s no place like home.”


We recognize those words from the classic movie, The Wizard of Oz, as Dorothy closed her eyes, clicked the heels of her ruby red slippers, and repeated that phrase three times before returning to Kansas. But these simple words have always had a personal meaning for me, and I’m sure that many can relate to them as well.


The real question is, “Where is home?”


Throughout my years of growing up, my family moved several times. We lived in six different houses from the time of my birth through high school. I have good memories from each one—at least the ones where I was old enough to remember—but whenever my family and I talked about “home,” we were referring to someplace else: the simple structure down Ross Road outside New Cumberland, West Virginia. 

Maybe that was due to my mother referring to our trips there as “going down home,” for that was in fact her home from birth until she married my father. Or maybe we called it “home” because we never missed a Christmas Day at the family homestead along with my grandparents, uncles, aunts, and cousins. Perhaps it had to do with our annual visits there during summer vacation, when my brothers and I would spend a week or two (or six, on the occasion when our kitchen had to be remodeled following a fire!) All of this speaks to the truth of another popular saying that has become rather cliché:

“Home is where the heart is.”

I suppose my mind has been drawn to these thoughts recently as I was able to go back “home” to visit my parents, who have moved back to New Cumberland, West Virginia (though not in my grandparents’ house, which no longer stands). But I have also been convinced that there is great spiritual truth in that phrase as well.

Jesus said in Matthew 6:19-21,

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
This underscores that fact that “home” is not so much a house or a location. We may live in a house, but that doesn’t mean it is “home.” The concept of “home” has to do more with our affections than with our address. 

And so this morning I would like to consider what Scripture has to say about the Christian’s home. This will not be so much a look at a biblical description of heaven as much as a look at the basic desires of our heart.

In other words, as a Christian, what do you think of when you think of “home”?

Our Future Glory

Turn with me in your Bibles to Paul’s second letter to the Corinthian church, chapter five, and let’s consider the first ten verses:

Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. We live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 
Paul begins chapter five with a view to our future glory: “…we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.” For every Christian, this is home.

Several years ago Time magazine ran as its cover story, “Is Heaven Real?” in which many scholars and lay people were polled concerning their opinions of paradise beyond this earth. Many scholars—even “theological” scholars—now doubt the existence of heaven at all, and that skepticism has filtered down to many in our culture today.  Isn’t it good to know, though, that we are not dependent upon theological expertise or majority rule, though, for our assurance of heaven? As Warren Wiersbe writes, 

No Christian has to consult a fortune-teller, a Ouija board, a spiritist, or a deck of cards to find out what the future holds or what lies on the other side of death. God has told us all that we need to know in the pages of His Word.

Jesus promised His original disciples in John 14:2-3, 
In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 


Remember the context of this quotation: Jesus was about to leave His followers and return to heaven after His death and resurrection. They were confused, hesitant, and probably scared out of their minds! But Jesus comforted them with this promise. 

We are given a glimpse of the fulfillment of this promise in Revelation 21:1-4, 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth… I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down from heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
This future glory is the Christian’s true home.

Because of these great promises, the Christian has a different perspective on citizenship. Hebrews 11:13 says that true saints see themselves as “aliens and strangers on earth.” In the words of Jesus, we are “not of this world.” In Philippians 3:19-20, Paul contrasts those “mind is on earthly things” with the Christian, whose “citizenship is in heaven.” John MacArthur comments,

It may sound paradoxical to say this, but heaven should be at the center of the Christian worldview. The term worldview has gained great popularity over the past hundred years or so. It describes a moral, philosophical, and spiritual framework through which we interpret the world and everything around us. Everyone has a worldview (whether consciously or not).

A proper Christian worldview is uniquely focused heavenward. Though some would deride this as “escapism,” it is, after all, the very thing Scripture commands: “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth” (Col. 3:2). The apostle Paul penned that command, and his approach to life was anything but escapist.

In other words, we don’t seek to escape this life by dreaming of heaven. But we do find we can endure this life because of the certainty of heaven. Heaven is eternal. Earth is temporal. Those who fix all their affections on the fleeting things of this world are the real escapists, because they are vainly attempting to avoid facing eternity—by hiding in the fleeting shadows of things that are only transient.

I like the way The Living Bible renders Colossians 3:2-3,

Let heaven fill your thoughts; don’t spend your time worrying about things down here. You should have as little desire for this world as a dead person does. Your real life is in heaven with Christ and God.

Our future glory ought to be our focus.

Our Frustrated Groans

It is easy to see, though, how such a perspective on life can lead to frustration. Our heavenly home promises perfect peace, joy, health, and goodness; our earthly existence too often features strife, tears, pain, deaths, and evil. Paul states in 2 Corinthians 5:2-4, 
Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothes with our heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothes, we will not be found naked. For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothes with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.

Romans 8:23 echoes this sentiment: “Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.”  

I know that many of us, as we get older, seem to groan more and more. It is important to note that Paul was not groaning because he was in a human body, but because he longed to see Jesus and receive a glorified body. He was groaning for glory!

Can we relate to these verses? When we hear of calamity and carnage in the news, do we groan in disgust and despair? Do we find ourselves saying, in the words of the Keith Green song, “I can’t wait to get to Heaven”? 

Throughout biblical history, men and women of God experienced this same feeling. The author of Hebrews says of them, 
…they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. If they had been thinking of a country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them (Hebrews 11:13-16).

Of course, not everyone in the Bible felt that way. Remember the children of Israel in the wilderness? At the first sign of difficulty they groan: “We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic” (Numbers 11:5); “…Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt? …We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.” How quickly they forgot their bondage in Egypt! 

Are present-day Christians any better? Do we catch ourselves becoming attached to the comforts of this life to the point that we lose sight of our real home? How we must grieve our Father when we settle in our earthly existence and forget about heaven. Perhaps He feels, as one song says, 

My Word sits there upon your desk, but you love your books and magazines the best

You prefer the light of your TV; you love the world and you’re avoiding Me.

Let’s not get too comfortable in our “temporary housing”!

John Stott observes,

The same New Testament which speaks in such strong terms of what God has done for us in Christ keeps reminding us that we have only begun to enter into our inheritance. We are to hunger and thirst for more in this life, and to know that only in the next shall we hunger no more, neither thirst any more. Thus in the New Testa​ment we find side by side expressions of affirmation and of aspiration, of satisfaction and of dissatisfaction. On the one hand ‘we rejoice’, on the other ‘we groan’ (e.g. Rom. 8:23; 2 Cor. 5:2). It is true that joy is part of the fruit of the Spirit, but there is also such a thing as Christian sorrow. Some Christians speak and look as if they thought they should wear on their face a perpetual grin! By contrast, we read of the Old Testament saint whose ‘eyes shed streams of tears’ because men were disobeying God’s law (Psa. 119:136), of the Lord Jesus himself who wept over the impeni​tent city of Jerusalem (Luke 19:41), and of his apostle Paul who on occasions could write only ‘with tears’ (e.g. Phil. 3:18). I sometimes wish we could see more Christian tears today, and I wish more of us were sensitive Christians, deeply disturbed by, and weeping for, the continuing sinfulness of the world, the church and our own heart. Not till the consummation will God wipe away all tears from our eyes (Rev. 21:4).

Do we find it difficult to say honestly that those verses express the deepest desires of our hearts? There is a tendency for most of us to hold tightly to this world because it is all that we know. It is familiar to us. All our dearest relationships are built here. We too easily think of it as home. So we become captive to this life. But when Paul says he is willing to be “present” with the Lord, he employs the Greek word endemeō, which literally means, “to be at home.” We are most truly “at home” only when we are finally with the Lord. Paul understood this. And the knowledge that he belonged in heaven was the very thing that helped him endure the struggles of this life.

We too should long to be clothed with our heavenly form. We should look forward to being absent from the body and present with the Lord. We should become more preoccupied with the glories of eternity than we are with the afflictions of today.

Jesus told his disciples, “The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life” (John 12:25). John adds, “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” Strong words! God must think it is serious.

Where is our focus? What do we long for? Are we like the Israelites in the wilderness, or can we say with Paul, “Now there is in store for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8)? On that day, all our frustrated groans will be replaced with eternal joy!

What will that day be like? The Bible only gives us glimpses of heaven—perhaps because our finite minds cannot comprehend how wonderful it would be, or perhaps so that we wouldn’t become “so heavenly minded” that we’re “no earthly good”! But it is certainly something to look forward to! 

One poet put it this way:

Of stepping on shore, 
and finding it heaven;

Of taking hold of a hand. 

and finding it God’s hand;

Of breathing new air, 

and finding it heavenly air;

Of feeling invigorated, 

and finding it immortality;

Of passing from storm and

tempest to an unbroken calm;

Of waking up—

and finding it home! 
 

Our Fundamental Goal

So what do we do in the mean time? Is the Christian life to be marked by groans and complaints about wanting to go home? (If groaning were next to godliness, I would know some of the most saintly people ever!)

No, this is not what the Bible teaches. Paul addresses our fundamental goal for this life as we look forward to our heavenly home in 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 
Therefore we are confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. We live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each on may receive what is due him for the things done in the body, whether good or bad.
Our fundamental goal in life is to please our Lord and Savior. Heaven was not simply a destination for Paul: it was a motivation. 

Paul encourages us to “find out what please the Lord” (Eph 5:10). How can we find that out? Through the word! Romans 14:17-18 states, “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ in the way is pleasing to God and approved by men.” Hebrews 11:6 tells us, “…without faith it is impossible to please God.” We are further encouraged to “live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way…” (Col 1:10)

When this is our fundamental goal, it will affect everything we do. Just as a prisoner who long to go home will not do anything that could give him more time and delay his release, so the Christian who wants to please his Lord will do everything with that in mind. 

That’s what I look forward to when I think of home.

“When I Think of Home”

Bryan Duncan

There’s a saying: “Your home is where your heart is”
My heart believes it’s true and my home’s so far away
But the seasons and the scenery keep changing
So I’ll make my home with You ‘til I’m finally home to stay


When I think of home, when I’m tired and feeling homeless,
I come to You—You’re where my heart is


There are places on this journey I’ll remember,
Many faces are so dear, they can always bring a smile
But no matter where I am or where I’m going
In my heart You’re always near; You have made my life worthwhile


When I think of home, when I’m tired and feeling homeless,
I come to you—You’re where my heart is


There’s a saying: “Your home is where your heart is”
My heart believes it’s true…my heart believes it’s true.
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