The Greatest of These #5

“Love Is Not Proud”

1 Corinthians 13:4

Napoleon is portrayed by the artists he commissioned to memorialize him as a strutting little man, standing defiantly with his right hand pushed between his vest buttons or as a hero astride a fiery steed, pointing the way for his troops to cross the Alps. He was proud, a man driven by ambition to conquer Europe.
On the morning of the battle of Waterloo, Napoleon was describing to his commanding officer his strategy for that day’s campaign. He said, “We’ll put the infantry here, the cavalry over there, and the artillery in that spot. At the end of the day, England will be at the feet of France, and Wellington will be the prisoner of Napoleon.”

The officer responded, “But we must not forget that man proposes and God disposes.”

With typical arrogance, the dictator pulled his body to its full five-feet-two and replied, “I want you to understand, sir, that Napoleon proposes and Napoleon disposes.”

Victor Hugo wrote, “From that moment, Waterloo was lost, for God sent rain and hail so that the troops of Napoleon could not maneuver as he had planned, and on the night of battle it was Napoleon who was prisoner of Wellington, and France was at the feet of England.”

Pride is the most fundamental sin is. Pride is basic to all other sins. It was the sin that began sin, when Satan said, “I will be like the most High God.”

Pride is number one on God’s hate list. “These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A proud look…” (Prov. 6:16 kjv) Proverbs hits the issue of pride hard.

“The Lord detests all the proud of heart” (Prov. 16:5).

“I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech” (Prov. 8:13).

“Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov. 16:18).

“When pride comes, then comes disgrace” (Prov. 11:2).

If we summarize all the Old Testament proverbs, we could easily do it with one key verse from the New Testament: “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6).
 


So as we continue our series on the meaning of true love, we should not be surprised to see the statements in 1 Corinthians 13:4, “love does not boast [and] is not proud.”  I like how some other English versions render this phrase:

· Love doesn’t sing its own praises. It isn’t arrogant. [God’s Word]

· Love…is not boastful; is not conceited [HCSB]

· Charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up [KJV]

· Love doesn’t strut, doesn’t have a swelled head [The Message]

· Love does not parade itself, is not puffed up [NKJV]

If there is a surprise about these two statements about love, it is that it hasn’t come earlier in the chapter. As I have often stated, the opposite of love is not hate but selfishness, and pride is nothing more than selfishness shoving its way into the spotlight.

Love’s Prohibition of Arrogant Pride


I’d like to begin with love’s prohibition of arrogant pride. The Bible tells us that in God’s love there is no room for pride. J. B. Phillips has translated that: “Love is neither anxious to impress, nor does it cherish inflated ideas of its own importance.” There are two expressions here: one speaks of what love does on the outside if it gets caught up with pride. The other has to do with what pride is on the inside.
 These two verbs remind us that there are many ways of manifesting pride. But love is incompatible with them all.


Before we look at the specifics, I’d like to note that the emphasis placed against pride, and its requirement for humility, is a distinctive feature of Christianity, and it is unparalleled in other religious or ethical systems.
 Only in the Bible will you find pride described as a vice and humility as a virtue. The world says, “You gotta look out for yourself—nobody else will!” But God says, “Love Me and love others before yourself. Let Me take care of the rest.”

When we decide to put agapē love into practice, people will stop and take notice. For all that our society talks about love, they have no clue what real love is according to the Bible. Patience, kindness, forgiveness…these are foreign concepts to most people, even to some Christians. But nothing strikes at the heart of secular thinking like a prohibition on arrogant pride.


As previously mentioned, these two statements in 1 Corinthians 13:4 refer to pride on the outside and pride on the inside. Put another way, love prohibits arrogant pride expressed to others and embraced within ourselves.

First, Paul writes, “love does not boast.” Love allows no proud talk. The apostle here uses a picturesque word—used nowhere else in the New Testament—the root pointing to what one Greek resource defines as a “wind-bag,”
 from which we get our English word, “politician.” (No, I’m kidding there!)

I like how the New King James Version renders this: “Love does not parade itself.” [NKJV] Love does not parade its accomplishments. In contrast to last week’s message, bragging is the opposite of jealousy. Jealousy wants what someone else has; bragging tries to make others jealous of what we have. Jealousy puts others down; bragging builds us up. It is ironic that, as much as most of us dislike bragging in others, we are so inclined to brag ourselves.

Even the King James Version is graphic here: “[Love] vaunteth not itself.” A person who vaunts himself flaunts his own imagined superiority. This is a person who likes to show off and draw attention to himself. Love is not like that. Love is not anxious to impress other people.

How often do we see that—people trying so hard to impress other people, more often than not masking their own insecurities and feelings of insignificance? From the outside it looks so pitiful, so pathetic, and yet we find ourselves trying to outdo ourselves (or someone else) just to impress others. Love doesn’t bother with that. Love isn’t so concerned about how it is seen by others; it is more concerned about how it can serve others.
Someone has defined pride as an exaggerated and dishonest self-evaluation. It says, “I want people to accept me despite my own awareness that it is a false evaluation.” Pride seeks value, honor, importance, reputation, and significance that it does not deserve. Pride is an ego-motivated maneuver to hide from the truth about myself. It cannot co-exist with love, for agapē love always seeks the best interest of the other. Pride is so consumed with its own best interests that it has no time to look at the concerns of others. Therefore we can conclude that pride is the enemy of love.


The second phrase we see at the end of verse four is, “love…is not proud.” This may at first seem like a repetition of the first thought, but in fact Paul is speaking of a distinct manifestation of pride. Whereas in the first phrase love permits no proud talk, in the second love permits no proud thought.


The wording of the King James again provides a vivid image: “puffed up.” The Corinthians were “puffed up” with pride,
 or as The Message renders it, they had “a swelled head.” This is the person who has an exaggerated idea of his own importance.
 They are convinced that nothing can get done—or at least get done right—without them. 

The Greek word used here is phusio, pronounced fffffoooooooo-zee-o. It means “to blow, to puff up, to inflate.” The verb comes from a noun meaning “bellows.” Years ago, every fireplace had an accordion-like contraption next to it. If the fire decreased to embers, someone would grab the bellows, pull the handles apart so it would fill with air, then quickly squeeze. The result was a long blast of air that would fan the dying coals into a flame again.
We’ve all been around someone like that. The handles pull apart as he or she puffs up, then the handles squeeze and out comes a long blast of meeeeeeeeeee. You may have noticed that it never inspires admiration. If anything, the arrogant blowhard only draws more criticism. Like the mother whale warning her young, “Don’t go up there and blow so hard. That’s when you get harpooned!”

Earlier in this letter of First Corinthians the apostle Paul had to deal with this area of being “puffed up” with pride, and his words hit home to many Christians today. We read in 1 Corinthians 8:1-3,

Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. The man who thinks he knows something does not yet know as he ought to know. But the man who loves God is known by God.

This is a pertinent warning to Christians (like me) who enjoy studying the Word of God. We can fool ourselves into thinking that greater knowledge automatically leads to greater maturity. But this is not necessarily the case. One classic commentator put it this way: “Knowledge is proud that it has learnt so much. Wisdom is humble that it knows no more.”
 As Warren Wiersbe points out, “Knowledge can be a weapon to fight with or a tool to build with, depending on how it is used. If it ‘puffs up’ then it cannot ‘build up.’” He goes on to add,
A know-it-all attitude is only an evidence of ignorance. The person who really knows truth is only too conscious of how much he does not know. Furthermore, it is one thing to know doctrine and quite something else to know God. It is possible to grow in Bible knowledge and yet not grow in grace or in one’s personal relationship with God. The test is love…. Love and knowledge must go together; “speaking the truth in love” (Eph. 4:15). It has well been said, “Truth without love is brutality, but love without truth is hypocrisy.” Knowledge is power and it must be used in love. [And] love must always be controlled by knowledge.
 

Unfortunately, there are many Corinthian-like churches still today. Oh, they are quite orthodox in their beliefs—they have their theology down pat—but they drop the ball when it comes to dealing with people. Churches like this tend to be cold toward visitors, judgmental toward those who fall into sin (whether inside or outside the Body of Christ), and feel superior about themselves. They will argue tooth and nail about the reasons why someone is hurting or in need, but will do nothing to alleviate that need.


I’m not suggesting that growing in our knowledge of God’s Word is unimportant; far from it! We ought always to seek to learn more and more from the Scriptures. But that’s only half of the task; Peter writes in 2 Peter 3:18, “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” The Corinthian Christians (both then and now) were growing in knowledge, but not so much in grace! We need that balance in order to build up one another, in the words of Ephesians 4:12-16,

…so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

Notice how both “knowledge” and “love” are repeated in this passage, showing how true church construction ought to be. The truly strong church is built on the foundation of the truth of God’s Word and built up by love for one another.

Love’s Practice of Another’s Promotion


What does that look like in practical terms? Paul’s statements here in 1 Corinthians 13:4 are put in negative terms—“Love does not boast; it is not proud.” But I would like to conclude this morning by considering the flip side of this—love’s practice of another’s promotion.


Instead of being “puffed up” with pride, love removes pride and self-vaunting and replaces it with a desire to promote others.
 Love is concerned to give itself, not to assert itself.
 Keep in mind, agapē is a humble love. If we love others with this kind of love, we will be more concerned with serving and helping them rather than inflating ourselves. Love isn’t arrogant.
 Arrogance is big-headed; love is big-hearted.


Humility is the key. But sometimes we get the wrong idea about humility. We confuse humility with an inferiority complex, but they are not the same. 

True humility is not thinking lowly of yourself but thinking accurately of yourself. The humble heart does not say, “I can’t do anything.” But rather, “I can’t do everything. I know my part and am happy to do it.” When Paul writes “consider others better than yourselves” (Php. 2:3 niv, emphasis added), he uses a verb that means “to calculate,” “to reckon.” The word implies a conscious judgment resting on carefully weighed facts.﻿ To consider others better than yourself, then, is not to say you have no place; it is to say that you know your place. “Don’t cherish exaggerated ideas of yourself or your importance, but try to have a sane estimate of your capabilities by the light of the faith that God has given to you” (Rom. 12:3 phillips).


When we do this, we will make people a priority. We will accept our part in His plan. We will be quick to share the applause. And, most of all, we will regard others as more important than yourself, because love does that.


In order to humble ourselves in light of others, though, we must first humble ourselves before God. James 4:10 states, “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.” 1 Peter 5:6 echoes, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.”
When you take a look at Scripture you see that either we humble ourselves, or God humbles us. The Bible tells us that if we will humble ourselves before God, He will exalt us. God does not forbid pride just because He is worried about His dignity. He wants us to know Him, and He recognizes that pride gets in the way of our approaching God and relying on Him. It is only through humility that we can come to know the God who is in heaven. Pride is a spiritual cancer. It eats up the very possibility of love in our lives. It destroys our ability to love God and to love others. Pride is the sin of hell. It is the one thing that can literally destroy our chances to succeed in life. We have the choice. We can choose to puff ourselves up, or we can choose love.

So how can we put this into practice? Here are a few suggestions:

· Allow someone else to chair the committee or take the lead on a project

· Allow someone else to receive the praise, even if you did most of the work

· Allow someone else to give the right answer, even if you know the answer yourself

· Allow someone else to have a different opinion on a matter of taste or preference

There are many ways we can promote one another instead of promoting ourselves. “But what about meeeee?” I can hear someone ask. “What about my needs?” The great thing about an atmosphere of love is that when everyone is looking to meet the needs of others, everyone’s needs get met! And even if our needs are not immediately met, we can find what we truly need in Christ, so our first priority is not having our own needs met anyway.

Love is not proud or arrogant. It does not boast or brag. It allows no proud talk or proud thought. Instead, it sees itself in the light of God and in deference to others. Love serves. Love stands back and allows another to proceed. Love requires humility.

Remember the old Fram oil filter commercials? A mechanic spoke of a five-dollar oil filter compared to a five-hundred-dollar engine repair. He concluded with the words, “You can pay me now, or you can pay me later.”

Humility is like that. We can humble ourselves now, or God will humble us later. If we wait for God to humble us later, the price tag will always be much bigger than if we would have humbled ourselves.

Someone once said that the key to JOY was to keep Jesus first, Others second, and Yourself last. The same is true with love.
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