The First Christmas Gifts #4

“The Perfect Gift”“

Romans 5:6-18

What was the best Christmas present you ever received?  It may have been as a young child or as an adult.  It may have been expected or a surprise.  I would suggest the gift could be characterized by one or more of the following:

· It was something you needed (or at least, you thought you couldn’t live without it!);

· It was something that really worked;

· It was something that was costly;

· It was something that showed the love of the person who gave it;

· It was something that lasted long after the Christmas season ended.


Could you imagine one gift that met all five of those descriptions?  Wouldn’t that be the perfect gift?  I imagine there may be some things that could fit into all these categories, but I want to focus today on one of the first Christmas gifts that can truly be called “The Perfect Gift.”  Paul speaks of it in 2 Corinthians 9:15 when he writes, “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”

Over the past several weeks we have been considering the first Christmas gifts, and our texts have come from the very familiar stories which begin Matthew’s and Luke’s gospels.  For today’s text, though, I would like for us to turn to the book of Romans chapter five, where Paul describes in detail the perfect gift.  Beginning in verse six we read,

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned—for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. 

Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Rom 5:6-21)


From this text (and a few others) we will see how this “indescribable gift” meets each of the criterion mentioned above, and can be truly be called the perfect gift. 

The Gift Was Essential


The gift of Jesus was, first of all, essential.  We need what Jesus offers.  Paul states in Romans 3:23, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  He goes into great detail in the third chapter of Romans that there is no one exempt from this problem.  Every person who has ever been born into this world was born a sinner.  We may not like to hear that, but it is true.


So what?  What’s the big deal about sin?  Romans 6:23 tells us, “For the wages of sin is death…” Sin has brought into our world all forms of suffering, sickness, and death.  When Adam and Eve chose to disobey God (which is what sin is all about), sin became a part of human nature.  That is why Paul writes in Romans 5:12, “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned,” and in verse 19, “through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners.”  Sin separates us from God, who is holy.  


Not only do we have a need because of sin, but we ourselves are unable to do anything about it.  Verse six describes us as “powerless” to do anything about our problem.  We cannot, in our own efforts, impress God with how good we are.  It only takes one sin to keep us from God, and no amount of good works can make up for that.  Our sin must be somehow taken away.


That’s where the gift of Jesus comes in.   Verse six goes on to say, “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”   The gift of Jesus coming to earth to die for our sins was essential.

The Gift Was Effective


Not only was it essential, God’s gift on that first Christmas was effective.  Paul writes in verse 18-19,

Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 


We needed help to get rid of our sin problem, and the gift of Christ effectively took it away.  What we could not do for ourselves, Christ did for us on the cross.


And it will never have to be done again.  Hebrews 9:24-26 explains,

For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 


Before Jesus came to earth, God’s people were required to offer sacrifices for their sins.  They were to take a bull or a lamb or (for the poorest people) two pigeons and sacrifice them at the Temple.  But they had to do this every year, because, as Hebrews 10:4 states, “it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.”  Only a perfect sacrifice that was willing to offer himself could meet the requirements; animals did not willingly sacrifice themselves.  But when Jesus laid down His own life willingly, we are told in Hebrews 10:14, “by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.”   The gift of Jesus was effective.

The Gift Was Expensive


Some memorable gifts we receive are costly.  Often they hold more meaning for us because we understand how much the giver paid—and perhaps sacrificed—in order to give it to us.  No gift has ever been more expensive than the gift of Jesus.  Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, “You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.”  Since God paid a price for us, we ought to please Him with how we live.


What was the price with which God purchased us?  Peter explains in 1 Peter 1:18-20, 

For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 


What could be more expensive than the ultimate price of one’s life?  What could be more precious than to know that this gift was paid for with the very life of the one who gave it?

The Gift Was Eternal


Sometimes the gifts we receive at Christmas don’t last very long.  This is especially true for children.  When we are young, there are certain toys we just have to have—but two or three weeks after Christmas, we grow tired of them and they end up with all the other gifts of Christmases past that we knew we had to have and now lay idle in a toy box or closet somewhere!


Other gifts are very precious but they run out.  Boxes of favorite candy eventually empty.  Bottles of expensive perfume or cologne will someday go dry.  Clothes wear out or are grown out of, or they go out of style.  The commercials say, “Diamonds are forever,” but I think that’s just how long you have to pay for them!


God’s gift of His Son on that first Christmas can be truly called eternal.  We referred to the beginning of Romans 6:23 earlier, but it goes on to say, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  We have the assurance of life forever in Heaven because of the first Christmas gift!


This gift does not have to be given year after year, either.  Hebrews 10:10-14 explains, 

And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool, because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. 


The gift of Jesus is eternal.

The Gift Was Expressive

Finally, the greatest gifts are expressive.  Even simple, inexpensive presents are precious if they express the love of the giver.  How many of us remember (or maybe even still have) gifts that were hand made by the giver.  Children love to make gifts for their parents or grandparents, and though they may not mean much to anybody else, they are priceless to those to receive them.


No gift has ever been more expressive, though, than the gift of Jesus Christ coming to earth.  This gift demonstrates a number of things about its Giver.  Paul writes in Romans 3:25-26, 

God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.  


We see God’s perfect justice and holiness in sending His Son to die for our sins.  Some might ask, “If God loves us so much, why doesn’t He just ignore our sins?”  Because He is holy and righteous and just, and He cannot let sin go unpunished.  But in His love He came up with an alternative.  Romans 5:8 says simply, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Not only did the gift express His justice and holiness, but it also expressed His love.  Rather than making us pay for our own sins with eternal death, He allowed the death of His Son, who never sinned, to pay the price for us.


This is the meaning of “grace.”  When the Bible speaks of grace, it means something God has given to us that we do not deserve.  We deserved death, but God provided us with life through His Son, Jesus.  As Paul goes on to say in Romans 5:15, 

But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!


God’s grace—His undeserved gift to us—is the ultimate expression of His love.  As John 3:16, perhaps the most well-known verse in all the Bible, puts it, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  God so loved us that He gave the perfect gift.


But not everyone will take this gift.  


Could you imagine going out and purchasing a costly, beautiful present, wrapping it nicely in Christmas paper, handing it to a loved one, only to hear them say, “No thanks.  I’m not interested”?  That would be unheard of in our Christmas celebrations!


Yet many will do that very thing to God this Christmas and every Christmas.  Regardless of the cost, regardless of the value, regardless of the love it expresses, some will simply say to God, “No thanks, I’m not interested.”  And the perfect gift will be worthless to them.


Perhaps you have never received this gift offered to you through Christ.  Romans 3:22-24 says,

This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

And so we see the perfect gift. It is essential—something we really need. It is effective—it really meets that need. It is expensive—it cost the life of the One who gave it. It is eternal—it will last long past Christmas, and even beyond our lifetime on earth. And it is expressive—this gift demonstrates the heart of the Giver like no other.
Best of all, this gift has your name on it!  It is yours for the taking.  But you must take it.  You must receive it by faith and make Jesus Christ your Lord and Savior.  You allow the gift of His life, sacrificed on the cross for your sins, to remove your guilt.  You commit your life to live for Him. 


Then you will have received the perfect gift.

