Whatever Happened to Sin #14

“The Elimination of Sin”

Revelation 21-22

What will Heaven be like?


That may depend upon whom you ask.  Ask a child what Heaven will be like and they might tell you:

· No more bedtime

· No more vegetables

· No more boo-boos

· No more time-outs

· No more homework


Even for some adults, Heaven will be Heaven because of what is not there.  For some, it will be Heaven because there will be no spiders, snakes, or mosquitoes (I’m in that category!) For some, it will be Heaven because there will be no snow (though others might not appreciate that!)


The Bible only gives us a glimpse of what Heaven will be like.  Jesus only mentioned it in passing, addressing the subject of Hell much more than He did Heaven.  (Perhaps this is because if we knew how wonderful Heaven will be, we might fall into that category of “so heavenly minded they’re no earthly good”!)


The most detailed description of Heaven found in Scripture comes in the final two chapters of Revelation.  John attempts to put into words the wonders that are revealed to him…and sometimes he can’t even do that!  Streets of gold, pearly gates (yes, those really are there!), the tree of life—these stagger the imagination!


In addition to these wonderful aspects of our eternal home, John also describes Heaven as what is not there.  I counted no less than a dozen items specifically mentioned as being absent in Heaven in these two chapters.  As we conclude our series, “Whatever Happened to Sin?” I would like to consider the elimination of sin that will take place when we all get to Heaven.

There Will Be No More Sin in Heaven


The first thing to note is that there will be no more sin in Heaven.  The book of Revelation depicts the end of sin. A day comes when God will condemn sin (20:11–15). Evildoers will be driven from his presence; the devil, his allies, death, and Hades will be thrown into the lake of fire (20:10–15). Then the new heavens and new earth, free of sin forever, will descend (chaps. 21–22).


John writes in Revelation 21:8,

But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.


Not only will Heaven be characterized by the removal of all evils, but the very source of evil, the one who tempts us to sin, will also be gone: “And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever” (Rev. 20:10). The presence of the perfectly holy God and the spotless Lamb means that there will be no sin or evil of any kind.
  As Lehman Straus puts it, “every possibility of sin will have been expelled.”


Since there will be no more sin in Heaven, there will be no more curse in Heaven, either.  “No more curse” takes us back to Genesis 3:14–19 where the curse began—physical pain, relationship troubles, ultimately death, and even the earth itself is cursed.  Interestingly, the Old Testament closes with the statement, “else I will come and strike the land with a curse” (Mal. 4:6); but the New Testament announces, “And there shall be no more curse!” Satan will be consigned to hell; all of creation will be made new; and the curse of sin will be gone forever.
 

There Will Be No More Separation in Heaven 


Another result of sin being banished is that there will be no separation in Heaven.  This is the meaning of that often confusing phrase at the end of Revelation 21:1, “and there was no longer any sea.”  Warren Wiersbe explains,

“No more sea” does not mean “no more water.” It simply indicates that the new earth will have a different arrangement as far as water is concerned. Three fourths of our globe consists of water, but this won’t be the case in the eternal state. In John’s day, the sea meant danger, storms, and separation (John himself was on an island at the time!); so perhaps John was giving us more than a geography lesson.


Many commentators point to the numerous references to “the sea” throughout Revelation as a place of evil, specifically the origin of the Beast in chapter thirteen.  But I think the context of this reference to “sea” fits better with what John saw in Revelation 4:6, “Before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.” Here the idea is God’s holiness in its original sense of separateness. As one commentator asks, “Could any man born of woman cross this ‘sea of glass resembling crystal’ into the presence of the Creator?”


Now, though, there is no sea separating God from His people.  With this in mind we read Revelation 21:3-4,

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.”

What separates mankind from God?  Sin.  From the very first transgression in the Garden, sin alienated man from God.  As Jesus hung on the cross, it was our sin that separated Him from the Father, causing Him to cry out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  But in Heaven there will be no sin; therefore, there will be no separation between God and us.  


Furthermore, there will be no more separation from one another.  Sin divides us from one another…from Adam and Eve trying to pass blame before the Lord, to Cain murdering his brother Abel, to a history filled with hatred and violence of man against man, a legacy of broken families and friendships.  With sin and selfishness banished, Heaven will be free from alienation from each other.

In addition, we will be forever with the Lord and forever with the Lord’s people.  There will be no more, “We need to get together sometime,” only to discover that “sometime” never happens.  We will literally have “all the time in the world” to spend with one another.  I like the way Max Lucado puts it: “The Book of Revelation could be entitled the Book of Homecoming, for in it we are given a picture of our heavenly home.”


And, best of all, Heaven means never having to say, “Goodbye.”

There Will Be No More Sorrow in Heaven


Which brings me to my last point, there will be no more sorrow in Heaven. Revelation 21:4 must be one of the most wonderful verses in all of Scripture: “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

No more sorrow; no more tears.  The most fearful cause of tears is the awful reality of dying; but in the presence of God, death shall be no more.
  That will be one of the greatest aspects of Heaven in my view.  The older I get, the more I hate death.  Dealing with those who have lost loved ones—and having dealt with losing friends and family members myself—brings home the awful reality of “the wages of sin.” I’ve gotten to the point where even seeing a dead animal on the side of the road bothers me!  I look forward to being in Heaven where there will be no death of any kind.


The sorrow that death brings on earth will be reversed in eternity.  Those torn from us by death in this life will be reunited with us in glory.  Our friends and family that have gone before will be waiting for us, as well as renowned believers we have read about.


Songwriter Phil Keaggy captured this sentiment in the first song he wrote after committing his life to Christ:

When I get Home I will see all 
The holy men I read about. 
Peter and John, James, Luke, and Paul 
And brother Tom without a doubt. 
And I do believe there will be 
King David at the harp 
A song of praise with every chord. 
What a sight to see, the redeemed and 
The angels gathered round worshiping the Lord. 
What a day that will be! 

When we get Home, our Eternal Home 
There'll be no more sick and dying. 
No one is sad, no one is alone 
And there will be no more crying. 
He will wipe away every tear 
From His children's eyes 
And put a smile upon their faces. 
What a happy day when we see 
Our Lord in Paradise 
Crowned as King of Kings. 
What a day that will be!


Not only will there be no sorrow because of death, but there will be no sorrow because of guilt, either.  Imagine that: Heaven will be never having to say you’re sorry!  No more misspoken words or mistaken intentions.  No more beating ourselves up for the ill-timed action or the ill-conceived statement.  No more wondering, “What if…” or “If I had only done this…” or “If I had only not done that…”  No regrets, no remorse!


“But what about my friends and family who don’t make it to Heaven?” some might ask.  “How can I enjoy the wonders of Heaven knowing that people I love are suffering eternally in Hell?”  This is a legitimate question, one that I believe the Bible answers.  Recalling Revelation 21:4, “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  When God wipes every tear from our eyes—and the fact that there are tears to be wiped away may indicate our sorrow about those who are condemned—I believe He will wipe away more than tears.  As Isaiah 26:14 tells us, 

They are now dead, they live no more; those departed spirits do not rise. You punished them and brought them to ruin; you wiped out all memory of them. 


As cold as it may sound, we simply won’t remember them.  That seems unbearable now, but it will be the only way eternity in Heaven will be bearable without them. 


I don’t know about you, but I am looking forward to Heaven.  There will be no more selfishness, no more separation, no more sorrow.  It will be a place unlike anything we can imagine here—a place without curse, a true paradise.  In fact, once we are there enjoying everything that makes Heaven what it will be, we may wonder to ourselves, “Whatever happened to sin?”
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