Believing Is Seeing #31

“One Way”

John 14:1-14

Roadside navigation has come a long way in recent years.  Drivers used to have to rely on highway atlases or roadmaps (you remember how those folded out umpteen times—and you could never get it folded back the way it was?)  Recently in a television commercial, a cut-rate car rental dealer was talking to a customer on the phone and said, “Sure we have a hand-held navigation device—it’s called a map!”  But these days there are on-board navigation systems with GPS that can detect where you are and tell you how to get where you’re going.  On the Internet you can log onto Mapquest, enter your starting and ending points, and it will give you a map as well as turn-by-turn directions.


What I find interesting with these systems are the alternate routes they provide.  On Mapquest, you can have it figure the quickest route (in time) or the shortest route (in miles), and the two aren’t always the same.  Many navigation systems can even steer you around road construction or other traffic delays to get you where you want to go.


Personally, I like taking alternate routes.  If I’m going somewhere familiar—and I’m not pressed for time—I like driving a country road instead of the state highway, or going the scenic route.  As long as I get to where I’m headed, the way I get there isn’t as important.


Unfortunately, many have the same attitude toward Heaven.  “There are many roads to Heaven,” we are told, “as long as you are sincere.”  In fact, if anyone dares to claim that their way is the only right way to Heaven, they are labeled as “intolerant,” perhaps the worst name anyone these days could be called.  But as we will see in our text this morning, Jesus Christ Himself would fit into the category of intolerant.

Jesus is the Promise of Heaven


This morning we are looking at a familiar text: John chapter fourteen.  Sometimes I fear that some passages are so familiar to us that we can hear the words without really listening to what they say.  So I would like to use J. B. Phillips’ translation this morning.  Listen along as I read the words of Jesus recorded in the first four verses:


“You must not let yourselves be distressed—you must hold on to your faith in God and to your faith in me. There are many rooms in my Father’s House. If there were not, should I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? It is true that I am going away to prepare a place for you, but it is just as true that I am coming again to welcome you into my own home, so that you may be where I am. You know where I am going and you know the road I am going to take.”


“Let not your hearts be troubled” are the familiar words of verse one.  (I recently heard a radio talk show host use those words to advertise his program.)  They flow from the page through the tongue so effortlessly that we might not give them a second thought.  But notice these words: “You must not let yourselves be distressed.”  Now that’s something we can relate to!  Everyone’s talking about stress: the overabundance of stress in our daily lives, the damaging effects of stress on our health, and ways to handles stress so that it doesn’t overwhelm us.


Jesus provides the path to overcoming stress in the end of verse one: “You must hold on to your faith in God and to your faith in me.”  Jesus knew what was about to transpire in the next several hours and days.  These men were about to experience stress unlike anything they ever had before—or could even imagine.  The Lord is trying to prepare them to face the storm of stress.  Rodney Whitacre writes,

They have had such faith, and now they are to continue in that faith. Although trust could be a simple statement of fact (see NIV note), the context suggests that Jesus is commanding them to trust. They are to stop letting their hearts be disturbed and hold firm their trust in God and in Jesus… The command to stop being disturbed requires that the disciples change their feelings. They are to do so not by focusing on their feelings, which would simply trap them in self-preoccupation, but by focusing on objective reality, namely, the Father and the Son. The disciples are to continue to hold on to their confidence in the Father and the Son despite all the feelings that will come as they see Jesus killed and as they are confronted with their own weakness. Despite all the evidence to the contrary in what is about to happen, God remains the loving, just, sovereign Father that Jesus has revealed, and Jesus remains his Son, beloved by God, and the disciples themselves remain loved by the Father. Their confidence is in God as revealed by Jesus, not in their circumstances nor in themselves. Only by being thus grounded in God do they have a stable center to focus on and to calm their hearts. By living from God’s reality rather than their own feelings and the appearances of this world, they are engaging in the battle that Jesus himself is waging.


How we need to hear—and heed—these words today!  So often we allow the stress of our world to upset us emotionally, and then we allow those emotions to control us.  Within each one of us a battle rages between our intellect (what we know) and our emotions (what we feel) over control of the will (what we choose to do).  Here we see how that battle can be won: By focusing on what we know is true, even when we don’t feel like it, we can overcome whatever we face.


So often people complain that Christianity is based on fantasy and is unrealistic.  Rather than sticking our heads in the sand, ignoring the reality around us, Christians focus on what is really real—the ultimate reality that there is a God, He is at work in the universe, and that eventually He will prevail.  Like the clouds that block the sun, our circumstances can convince us that there is no God, or at least that God is not at work in our lives.  But behind those clouds the sun is still shining, even though we may not see it at the time.


Jesus Himself is the promise of Heaven.  As bad as things were about to get for the disciples, He assured them that He was going to Heaven to prepare a place for them, so that one day they would be together forever.  

How’s that for some stress relief?

Jesus is the Path to Heaven


Not only is Jesus the promise of Heaven; He is the path to Heaven.  Verses 5-7 say,

“Lord,” Thomas remonstrated, “we do not know where you’re going, and how can we know what road you’re going to take?” 

“I myself am the road,” replied Jesus, “and the truth and the life. No one approaches the Father except through me. If you had known who I am, you would have known my Father. From now on, you do know him and you have seen him” [Phillips].

Jesus does not simply teach the way or point the way; He is the way. Our Lord’s statement, “No man comes to the Father but by Me,” wipes away any other proposed way to heaven—good works, religious ceremonies, costly gifts, etc. There is only one way, and that way is Jesus Christ.

I know that goes against the grain of our society today.  We’re so afraid that we might offend someone that we can’t tell anyone that they’re wrong.  We even do that with our children in school these days.  In gym class, there are no winners and losers in sports or games—everybody wins!  In math class, there are no right or wrong answers—two-plus-two can equal anything you want, as long as you really mean it!  As absurd as these examples sound, this is precisely what our culture wants you to believe about religion.  “Every religion is equally valid,” they claim, “as long as you are sincere.”

But they are wrong.

Dead wrong.

As John MacArthur puts it, “The only choice is between the plethora of religions based on human achievement and the one religion of divine accomplishment.”  He goes on to explain, 

Scripture says, “Now to the one who works [whoever chooses a religion of human achievement], his wage is not reckoned as a favor but as what is due.﻿ But to the one who does not work, but believes in him who justifies the ungodly [whoever submits to the religion of divine accomplishment], his faith is reckoned as righteousness” (Rom. 4:4–5). The narrow way and the broad way do not contrast religion with paganism. Jesus is not setting the higher religions against the lower ones, or even Christianity against open immorality. The choice is between divine accomplishment and human achievement. Both systems claim to be the way to God. The wide gate is not marked “This Way to Hell”; it is labeled “Heaven,” the same as the narrow gate. It just does not go there.

John 14:6 is one of those verses that are difficult not because we don’t understand them but because we understand them all too well.
  Jesus is the path to Heaven—the only path to Heaven.  Kenneth Wuest sheds light on this verse from the original Greek:

Our Lord in John 14:6 says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” The word “way” is from a Greek word which has two uses, a literal and a metaphorical. It was used to speak of a road and also to refer to a method or manner of accomplishing something. These uses are closely intertwined and cannot be disassociated. The road leading to a certain place is the method of getting there. Our Lord is the literal road which a sinner must take if he is to reach heaven, and Jesus thus becomes the method by which he is saved. Missing the glory of God is evidence of the fact that the sinner has not gone in the right direction, and that shows that he has not been on the right road. He has missed the road. To reach heaven, the sinner must put himself on the road to heaven. Jesus is that road.

There are no alternate routes to Heaven.  The road to God is a one-way street, and that road is named Jesus.  No one comes to the Father except through Him.  There simply is no other way.

Jesus is the Personification of Heaven


Thirdly, Jesus tells His disciples that He is the personification of Heaven in verses 8-14, 

Then Philip said to him, “Show us the Father, Lord, and we shall be satisfied.”

“Have I been such a long time with you,” returned Jesus, “without your really knowing me, Philip? The man who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The very words I say to you are not my own. It is the Father who lives in me who carries out his work through me. Do you believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? But if you cannot, then believe me because of what you see me do. I assure you that the man who believes in me will do the same things that I have done, yes, and he will do even greater things than these, for I am going away to the Father. Whatever you ask the Father in my name, I will do—that the Son may bring glory to the Father. And if you ask me anything in my name, I will grant it” [Phillips].


We marvel at the disciples’ inability to grasp what Jesus has been saying for three years.  Just in the recorded words of John’s gospel, Jesus had said things such as, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30) and “the Father is in me, and I in the Father” (John 10:38).  Yet Philip says to Him, “Just show us the Father and that’s good enough.”  No wonder Jesus sounds so exasperated in the following verse!


But are we really any better?  Do we have such a warped view of our heavenly home that we have missed the point?  One reason I wanted to use a different translation this morning is that so many of us are used to the King James Version rendering of verse two: “In my Father’s house are many mansions…”  We think of Heaven as being filled with lavish estates like the ones featured on Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous.  We sing hymns like, “I’ve got a mansion just over the hilltop” that feature “streets of gold” and other items of luxury.  We long for a place where there is no more pain and suffering, no more death or sickness, no more sin or injustice.  While all of that is true, the best thing about Heaven is that we will be with Jesus!  Is that truly what we are looking forward to?


In one sense, 

Heaven is experienced even now through the believer’s union with the Father and the Son and the Spirit. However, this present union with God that occurs as the Father, Son and Spirit abide in the believer only comes to its complete fulfillment at the second coming, when the believer is taken by Jesus to be where he is (v. 3).

Heaven means a lot of things to a lot of people.  To some it is the land of plenty, for they have had to do without here on earth.  To some it is the land of rest, for they have had little rest here on earth.  To others it is a land without sickness, pain, and suffering, for they have had too much of this on earth.  Still others see it as a great big family reunion, a chance to be reunited with those loved ones who have gone on before.

There’s nothing wrong with these things—they’re all true.  But let’s not lose sight of the real meaning of Heaven: We will be forever with the Lord!  He is preparing a place for us so that we can spend eternity with Him.  He is the personification of Heaven, because wherever He is, that truly is Heaven!  As John writes in Revelation, “Now God’s home is with men! He will live with them, and they shall be his people. God himself will be with them, and he will be their God” (Revelation 21:3).
What about us?  Have we heard the promise of Heaven?  Or, in the words of the Rich Mullins song, does “the stuff of earth compete for the allegiance [we] owe only to the Giver of all good things”?  Do the clouds of circumstances hide the sun from shining on our lives—making us wonder if the sun is really there at all?  

The promise of Heaven, though, is a one-way street.  The only path to Heaven is Jesus Christ Himself.  There is no other way, for only Christianity is based on what God has done for us, rather than what man does to impress God.

When we take the only path to Heaven, we will discover that Jesus is the personification of Heaven.  Not only is He the route; He is the destination.  And because that is true, we can even experience a taste of Heaven on earth as we fellowship with Him here.

Are you stressed out by what’s going on around you?  Heed the words of Jesus: “You must not let yourselves be distressed—you must hold on to your faith in God and to your faith in me.”  Focus your mind on what’s real, not just on how you feel.  It might seem that your world is crumbling and falling apart, but the reality is that God is still in control.  In the end, He wins!  If we hold on to our faith in Him, we will win, too!
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