God’s Blueprint for the Home #11

“The Grandest Part of the Family”

various texts


As we have been considering God’s blueprint for the home over the past several weeks, there is no question that the family has changed in our society through the years.  One of the drastic differences of today’s family as compared to the traditional family of generations past is the role of grandparents.


On the one hand, an increasing amount of grandparents are, in fact, raising their grandchildren.  I remember years ago hearing a Bible trivia question, “Who was both father and grandfather to his children?” The answer was Lot, and you can read about that odd circumstance in Genesis chapter 19.  While he was both father and grandfather biologically of those two boys, many grandparents today function as the parents of those children. Although official census estimates made in the year 2000 hint the number to be more than 6 million it does not present the full picture. One expert estimates that the number of children being raised by grandparents in America today, part- or full-time, is now close to 8 million.  A little closer to home, according to the Illinois Department on Aging, “In Illinois, over 200,000 children under the age of 18 are living in a grandparent-headed home. More than 100,000 grandparents are caring for their grandchildren.”

For all those grandparents who fall into that category, I say with all sincerity, “God bless you!”  As difficult as it is for a young parent to keep up with a two-year-old or a six-year-old, I can’t imagine doing that day in and day out as a grandparent!

On the other hand, many other families have relegated grandparents to the back burner—or off the stove altogether!  Sometimes it is a matter of distance, but I think more often than not it is simply attitude.  As Howard Hendricks writes, 

Our culture has mislaid the purpose of grandparents. Far more than a pat on the head and expensive gifts is needed. Old[er] people are reservoirs of knowledge and experience, gold deposits waiting to be mined. Almost every family has at least one; we should not let them leave before we invite them lovingly to share and to enrich and to regenerate our own lives.

This morning I would like to take a look at the special role of grandparents in the home.  The Bible provides several principles that depict the grandest part of the family.

A Position of Respect


Grandparents have a position of respect.  Ancient cultures revered the elderly among them, and this is reflected in the Mosaic Law.  Leviticus 19:32 instructs, “Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God. I am the Lord.”  More than just a cultural norm, respect for the elderly is a command from God.  It is not optional.


However, in order to attain and retain that respect, it must be maintained.  Proverbs 16:31 states, “Gray hair is a crown of splendor; it is attained by a righteous life.”  Just as maturity takes more than the passage of time, so the respect shown to the aged requires a righteous life.


Two passages from the life of an Old Testament character show both sides of this truth.  King Asa was one of the few godly kings of Judah after the nation divided into two kingdoms.  We read in 1 Kings 15:9-10,

Asa began to rule over Judah in the twentieth year of Jeroboam’s reign in Israel. He reigned in Jerusalem forty-one years. His grandmother was Maacah, the daughter of Absalom. 
Asa’s grandmother is mentioned in this text—Maacah, the daughter of Absolom, the troubled son of David.  Ancient history did not usually name grandmothers unless there was good reason, and we discover that reason in verses 11-13, 

Asa did what was pleasing in the Lord’s sight, as his ancestor David had done. He banished the shrine prostitutes from the land and removed all the idols his ancestors had made. He even deposed his grandmother Maacah from her position as queen mother because she had made an obscene Asherah pole. He cut down the pole and burned it in the Kidron Valley. [nlt].

Maacah was in a powerful position as the Queen Mother, but she lost that place because of her idolatry.  Whatever respect and influence she could have had was forfeited by her own sinful choices.  Before you criticize Asa for disrespecting his elder, notice that verse 11 claims that “Asa did what was pleasing in the Lord’s sight…”

Grandparents, we must take our position of respect for granted.  Yes, our grandchildren should honor us just because of the relationship we have with them, but we can lose our place of influence if we are not careful.

On the flip side, we read about the position of respect Asa held as a grandfather in 2 Chronicles 21:12-15,

Then Elijah the prophet wrote Jehoram this letter: “This is what the Lord, the God of your ancestor David, says: You have not followed the good example of your father, Jehoshaphat, or your grandfather King Asa of Judah. Instead, you have been as evil as the kings of Israel. You have led the people of Jerusalem and Judah to worship idols, just as King Ahab did in Israel. And you have even killed your own brothers, men who were better than you. So now the Lord is about to strike you, your people, your children, your wives, and all that is yours with a heavy blow” [nlt].


Asa was held up by the prophet Elijah as the kind of man his grandson Jehoram should have emulated.  He lived a life of righteousness, and that maintained the position of respect he had in his family.  If we want to have that kind of influence on the lives of generations to come, we must strive to life in the way Christ would have us to live.

A Place of Refuge

Grandparents are also a place of refuge.  I remember from my own childhood that few phrases meant more to me than, “We’re going to Grandma and Grandpap’s house.”  Every Christmas and usually once a summer we would make that ninety-mile trek to one of my favorite places on earth.

As children get older—particularly as they approach and enter the teen years—the need for a place of refuge becomes greater.  One example from the Bible appears in 2 Samuel 13:37-38, “Absalom fled to his grandfather, Talmai son of Ammihud, the king of Geshur. He stayed there in Geshur for three years” [nlt].  Chuck Swindoll comments,

[Absalom] escapes “to Talmai, the son of Ammihud, the king of Geshur.” If you take the time to check 2 Samuel 3:3, you will discover that Talmai is his maternal grandfather. Isn’t it interesting that the boy, under intense pressure—the most pressure he has felt in his entire life—runs to his granddaddy? It’s the one place he felt secure, safe, understood.
If there are grandparents reading these words, there’s one ingredient you have that busy dads and moms seldom have…time. Take time for your grand​children. They need it. Time to listen. Time to affirm, to caution, to love…yes, even time to counsel.

Absalom needed a safe haven, and he found that in his grandfather.  Could the same be said for our grandchildren?  When they find themselves caught in the pressures of life and difficulties with their parents, will they turn to us or away from us?

I am not for a moment suggesting that grandparents should undermine the authority of the parents—as we will see in the final principle this morning.  Neither am I implying that we should wink at a child’s iniquity or enable them to live any way they want.

What I am saying is that grandparents have a unique opportunity to shape the lives of grandchildren that even parents don’t have. In those difficult years of growing up, most children think that no one on earth is as ignorant as their mother or father. Often the last place they will turn, the last person they will open up to, are Mom and Dad.  But when they turn to Grandma or Grandpa, their ears are open.  They want to hear from you—and that’s a luxury few parents enjoy during those years.

But we can jeopardize that luxury if we come across as judgmental and negative.  We can get our message across in a way that does not alienate at the same time.  Solomon wrote in the book of Proverbs,

The wise in heart are called discerning, and pleasant words promote instruction… Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones [Prov 16:21, 24, niv].

By remaining positive, loving, and open, we can provide that place of refuge for our grandchildren, and in that role we can greatly influence their lives.

A Power of Reinforcement

Finally, grandparents possess the power of reinforcement with their grandkids.  As I mentioned earlier, grandparents should not undermine the authority of the parents in any way.  If you disagree with what the parents—your children—are doing with regard to their children, let them know about it, but don’t have that conversation when the grandchildren are around.  Once that conversation has taken place, stay on the same page with the parents.  That consistency is key in the raising of children.

I know the popular conception of grandparenting is to spoil the grandkids.  Yes, we should shower them with love and whatever we choose to give them, but spoiling them does them no favors—and does their parents no favors, either.  If Mom and Dad want the kids to sit at the table to eat, don’t let them sit in front of the TV with their meal.  If at home the children have a bedtime, they need to have the same bedtime at your home, too.  In this way we reinforce the authority of the parents in a positive way.

Perhaps the greatest realm of reinforcement comes in the matters of faith.  The psalmist prays in Psalm 71:18, “Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare your power to the next generation, your might to all who are to come.”  Far from having nothing to offer, grandparents have the power of reinforcement for their grandchildren.

Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 1:5, “I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.”  Grandma Lois had a significant influence in the life of Timothy, and she is one of the few grandmothers mentioned in the Scriptures in a positive light!

Grandparents can and should be the grandest part of the family.  They occupy a position of respect, a place of refuge, and a power of reinforcement that can enrich the lives of parents and children alike.

Don’t let our world, with its cult-like affection for youth, shove grandparents into the background of the home.  As Warren Wiersbe points out,

Every grandparent can bear witness that grandchildren are better than the Fountain of Youth, for we “get young again” when the grandchildren come to visit… There’s no better way to get a new lease on life than to start investing yourself in the younger generation. Every baby that is born into this world is a vote for the future, and grandparents need to focus on the future and not on the past. When you’re holding a baby, you’re holding the future in your arms.
 

Have a hand in how the future unfolds.  Grandma and Grandpa, take your God-given place in the family.  Make a difference in the generations to come!
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