God’s Blueprint for the Home #2

“The Original Design for Marriage”

Genesis 2:18-25
Retro is definitely “in” these days.  From interior design to cars to music to clothes, what used to be considered old and outdated is now hip and cool.  Yesterday Tammy and I passed by a classic car show, featuring cars from the fifties, sixties, and seventies.  Some new car models, such as the Thunderbird and PT Cruiser, have drawn their design from days gone by.  “Classic hits” music is one of the most popular styles on the radio, and the design shows on television regularly highlight retro colors and fashion.  Clothes regularly go through cycles, so that what was old fashioned will once again be in style.  (I’m just glad leisure suits haven’t come back yet!)

There are many possible causes for this phenomenon.  For many, retro items remind them of “the good ol’ days,” perhaps making them feel young again.  Maybe it’s easier to rely on something old as opposed to coming up with something new.  But I think the real reason why the past is so popular is that what the present offers is unsatisfactory.  I’m convinced that is true with music—as one tune puts it, “Today’s music ain’t got the same soul.”  Of course, that might also mean that I’m just getting old.
One area of life where this is definitely true has to do with spiritual matters.  Current surveys show that younger people are returning to the spiritual roots of prior generations—more often their grandparents than even their parents. Why is that? Because the present-day answers being offered to the basic questions of life just don’t cut it. They may sound good, but they don’t hold water in the ocean of reality. And so many are returning to that “old time religion” to find answers to today’s issues.


In our series, “God’s Blueprint for the Home,” we are doing just that with regard to the family.  Last week we considered the family’s foundation.  Just as a house needs a solid foundation to hold up the rest of the structure, so the family needs the solid foundation of Jesus Christ and the Word of God to stand up against the storms of life.


Now that the foundation has been laid, we will go through the blueprint of the home, seeing how the members of the family relate with one another.  Usually the first part of the home a visitor sees would be the living room or the family room.  We will deal with those areas later in the series, but the first relationship we will consider is the relationship between the husband and the wife, the key relationship within the family structure.  And, befitting our present interest in retro, we will look at the original design for marriage as found in God’s Word.

A Good Development


To discover the beginning of just about anything, turn to the opening pages of Scripture.  Genesis chapters one and two record the creation of the universe, our own planet, and everything in it.


These chapters have been fraught with controversy between scientists and scholars throughout the years.  How long ago did everything begin? Was it seven twenty-four hour “days” or seven long periods of time?  Was there a gap between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2?  Is there room for evolution within the creation account?  We’re not going to deal with any of those issues today.  Rather, consider the reaction of God throughout the creation process.  Beginning in verse four,

And God saw the light, that it was good (1:4)…God saw that it was good (1:10)… God saw that it was good (1:12)… God saw that it was good (1:18)…and God saw that it was good (1:21)…and God saw that it was good (1:25).

Each step of the process is stamped with these approving words, climaxing in verse 31, “And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.”  Before sin entered the world—that happened in Genesis chapter three—the planet was perfect.  We can only imagine what that must have been like!  


In the midst of this perfect creation God placed the first human being: Adam.  He was formed from the dust of the ground and given life with God’s own breath.  He was given the assignment to care for the rest of creation, and everything seemed perfect.

A Glaring Deficiency


Well, not quite perfect.


We read in Genesis 2:18, “And the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.’”  This is the first time since the beginning of creation that something is described as “not good.”  God is not saying that the man is not good, but something about his situation was not good.  Gordon MacDonald observes,

Of all the human struggles, loneliness seems to be the worst. It is the first human dilemma mentioned in the Bible. “Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good for man to be alone’ (Genesis 2:18). …Aloneness is not good because our nature is relational. God made us to have relationships. It is in our relation​ships that we are either built or destroyed.


This aloneness is underscored in the following verses, as God teaches through an object lesson.  Genesis 2:19-20 records,

 And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.  And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.


The words “help meet” in verses 18 and 20 have sometimes been combined into one word, “helpmeet” or slightly altered to “helpmate.” The original language is captured well by the niv as it translates “helper suitable for him.”  This is what Adam needed.


God had all the animal kingdom pass by Adam, who named each species. But the underlying lesson throughout this exercise was that none of these animals could meet that need for a satisfying relationship. Oh, I know that the dog is called “man’s best friend,” but not even the best camaraderie between man and beast can meet that basic need.

A Godly Design


So God responds with the last of His creative acts recorded in these opening chapters of Scripture.  Genesis 2:21-25 records,

And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.


Here is the first surgery in human history, complete with anesthesia!
  God took a rib from Adam and formed a woman.  How God created the woman is significant, as the classic commentator Matthew Henry points out:

The woman was made of a rib—out of the side of Adam; not made out of his head to rule over him, nor out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to be equal with him, under his arm to be protected, and near his heart to be beloved.


Another important aspect about the nature of woman is often missed (or misunderstood).  Look back to Genesis 1:26-27,

And God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

Notice that God created both man and woman in His image. Not just man, but woman also was made in God’s image. Like God, each has a rational personality. Men and women alike possess intellect, emotion, and will [the basic components of human personality], by which they are able to think, feel, and choose.
 

Some have mistakenly taught that man was created in the image of God while woman was created in the image of man.  According to Genesis 1:27, this is simply not true.  In this text—and others in the Bible—the word “man” means “mankind,” not just the male half of the human species.  Thankfully God inspired Moses to write verse 27 with that parallel thought at the end to clear up any potential misunderstanding!

Verse 23 records the reaction of Adam as he meets his new bride: And Adam said, “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” I doubt these words were spoken dispassionately, without any feeling.  I like the way the New Living Translation puts it:

“At last!” the man exclaimed. 
“This one is bone from my bone,

and flesh from my flesh!

She will be called ‘woman,’

because she was taken from ‘man.’”

I think Adam was excited about this new being that was created specifically for him.  She would meet that glaring deficiency of loneliness in every way.  First, she would meet the need by companionship.  Adam would be able to relate to her in a way he could not relate to the animals God had created.  Secondly, she would meet the need by complimenting Adam.  God did not make another Adam; He created the woman to compliment him so they would work together.  Thirdly, she would meet the need by completion.  In the movie Jerry Maguire, the title character says to his wife, “You complete me.”  This has been ridiculed by some as “over the top” and “cheesy,” but it is actually quite biblical.  Man and woman complete one another—this was the godly design for the marriage relationship.


Verse 24 provides a commentary, not just for this situation but for the marriage relationship in general:

Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

This idea of “one flesh” provides us with the goal of marriage.  It means much more than the physical union between husband and wife, and it does not refer to the creation of a child as being “one flesh.”  In fact, this concept of “one flesh” mirrors the nature of God, as Donald Grey Barnhouse explains:

It has been argued that because this verse begins, “Hear, O Israel: Jehovah our God is one Jehovah,” that this excludes the doctrine of the trinity.  The word for one is echawd, and it means not one in isolation, as much as it means one in unity.  For example, the same word is used in the story of the creation of the first man and woman.  Because of the nature of the creation of the woman, taken from the side of man, God says, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; and they shall be one flesh” (Genesis 2:24).  No one imagines that the man and his wife become one person, but in a divine way they do become one, and the Hebrew word is the same that is used to describe the Godhead.

This speaks of the essential unity that develops between the husband and the wife. Life two rivers flowing together into one, so in marriage two lives flow into one united existence.  Peter Marshall wrote, 

Marriage is not the federation of two sovereign states; it is a union—domestic, social, spiritual physical—it is a fusion of two hearts, the union of two lives, the coming together of two tributaries which after being joined in marriage will flow in the same channel, in the same direction, carrying the same burdens of responsibility and obligation.

Years ago, I lived in Virginia.  Not far away was the town of Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia.  My initial interest was historical, as my great-great-grandfather was injured there in the Civil War.  But while I was there I went to a place called Jefferson Rock.  From this overlook you could see the confluence of two rivers, the Shenandoah from Virginia and the Potomac from Maryland.  By themselves, neither river was particularly deep or wide, but together, they became a substantial body of water as it flowed toward Washington, D.C.  The two had become one.

If you were to go fifty or a hundred yards downstream from where the two rivers came together, you could not tell the difference between the water from the Shenandoah and the water from the Potomac.  The two had become one.

This does not mean that, in marriage, the husband and wife lose their identity.  We don’t have to be exactly the same for the relationship to work—in fact, the differences between spouses are healthy.  Like Harry Truman used to say about his advisors, “If we always agree, then one of us is unnecessary.”  Our differences help to compliment each other, to complete each other.  The two become one.

Genesis two concludes with verse 25, “And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.”  This is a verse that makes children snicker, but I think there is much more involved than the physical state of Adam and Eve.  This speaks of a transparency, an honesty and openness that was total.  

We will never get back to that state of innocence and transparency like they enjoyed, but the concept is important.  If we cannot be honest and open with our spouse, with whom can we be?  If we cannot come home from a tough day and be ourselves, to be completely honest and open—without the threat of being criticized and cut down even more—then we are in trouble.


Next week we will look at how to work toward that goal of “one flesh,” but before we get to specifics, I must return to where we ended last week.  The only way to have a home built according to God’s blueprint is to have Jesus Christ as the foundation.  Unless we are committed to Him, we will not—indeed, cannot—be committed to one another.  On our own, we are too selfish to truly love.  Only as the love of Christ flows through us can we love as we need to for a marriage to work as God originally designed it.
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