God’s Blueprint for the Home #1

“The Family’s Foundation”

Psalm 127

Mention the words “endangered species,” and many people envision cute little marine otters, giant pandas, or even colorful tigers.  More than 1,000 species have been classified as endangered, though the number of these has decreased as organizations have raised awareness of the threats to certain species, which has led to legislation and altered practices to help protect them.


One organism that doesn’t usually come to mind, though, is every bit as threatened in our world today.  As Ambassador Kishore Mahbubani of Singapore stated to the United Nations, 
…the family is an endangered species. If the family patterns found in many developed societies today become the global norm, the traditional family (of two parents staying married and who protect and nurture their children) will become an endangered species.


Before you think this is overstatement, consider these facts:

· Single parents account for 27% of family households with children under 18.

· One in two children will live in a single-parent family at some point in childhood.

· One in three children is born to unmarried parents.

· Between 1978 and 1996, the number of babies born to unmarried women per year quadrupled from 500,000 to more than two million.

· The number of single mothers increased from three million to 10 million between 
1970 and 2000.

· Nearly half of all marriages end in divorce.

· More than one million children have parents who separate or divorce each year.

· More than half of Americans today have been, are, or will be in one or more stepfamily situations.

· One child out of 25 lives with neither parent.

· The 2000 U.S. Census found that 2.4 million grandparents are the primary caregivers for the children in their families.

· Estimates show that approximately 2 million American children under the age of 18 are being raised by their lesbian and gay parents

· One-third of lesbian households and one-fifth of gay male households have children.

The family, as traditionally known in our society, is truly an endangered species.

I believe there is a reason for this crisis.  It is not coincidental that the decline of the family corresponds with the decline of Christian influence and Scriptural standards in our society.  We have thrown away the map, and now wonder why we wander aimlessly and hopelessly lost.

This morning we will begin a study of what I call “God’s Blueprint for the Home.”  In the pages of the Bible we will find the Creator’s design for the family and all the relationships therein.  Just as the designers and builders of a car place an owner’s manual in the glove box, providing insights as to how the car operates, so God has given us His Word to provide insights into life itself.

I realize this morning that a number of you have already raised your families.  You may be retired, sharing an “empty nest” with your spouse as your children have moved away, or maybe you live alone.  Maybe you have never been married, and you wonder, “How can this study speak to me?”  Let me encourage you to absorb all that you can about the family from God’s perspective, so that you can pass along the truths learned to those who need them but are not here to learn for themselves.

I also know that the very mention of a series like this can bring out defensiveness or feelings of guilt.  “I’ve already blown it,” some might be thinking, “here comes the guilt trip.”  That is definitely not my intention here.  No matter how much we have blown it in the past, God is in the reconstruction business as well.  For some, these messages may fit the category of “new home construction”; for others, they may be more like “home improvement.”  If the principles of God’s Word cause guilt, don’t wallow in it—do something about it!  Find forgiveness in the blood of Christ and move in a new direction!

The Builder of the Home


Before we get into the specifics of family relationships, let’s take a broad overview of the process.  First I want to consider the Builder of the home.  Turn with me to Psalm 127.  While you are turning there, you may associate the book of Psalms with David, the shepherd/songwriter who eventually became king of Israel.  While David wrote a number of the Psalms—more than any other author in the book—this particular song was written by David’s son, Solomon.  In this psalm he writes, 

Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat—for he grants sleep to those he loves. Sons are a heritage from the Lord, children a reward from him. Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons born in one's youth. Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them. They will not be put to shame when they contend with their enemies in the gate. 


Right off the bat, Solomon sets the tone: “Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain.”  There is no chance for success if God is not the Builder of the home.  You may have noticed that God Himself is not doing all of the construction—there are “builders” who labor in vain with God—but He is the Designer, the Creator, and the Overseer.


The Believer’s Bible Commentary puts it this way:

There are two ways to build a house. One is to move ahead with plans based on one’s own knowledge, skill and financial resources, then ask God’s blessing on the completed structure. The other is to wait until the Lord has given unmistakable guidance, then move ahead in conscious dependence on Him. In the first case, the project never rises above flesh and blood. In the second, there is the thrill of seeing God working through the marvelous provision of needed supplies, through the miraculous timing and sequence of events, and through the converging of circumstances that would never happen according to the laws of chance. It makes all the difference in the world to be building with God.
 

Acknowledging that God is the Builder of the home does not absolve us of all responsibility and effort. As we will see, each member of the family bears responsibilities within the home. But we must submit to His design if we want to succeed.  As Solomon wrote in another book of the Bible, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths” [Proverbs 3:5-6, njkv].


From the very outset, we must establish that God is the Builder of the home.  As Warren Wiersbe writes,

“Whether we are building structures with bricks and mortar and steel, or building lives, families, and churches with truth and love, we cannot succeed without the help of the Lord. Jesus said, ‘Without Me you can do nothing’ (John 15:5, nkjv).”
 


Maybe this is why so many homes—the families that live in them, not the structures themselves—are disintegrating all around us.

The Blueprint of the Home


For any building, there must be blueprints.  Before the structure can be raised, a plan must be formulated.  The same is true for the family.  God has provided us with His blueprint for the family.  The Bible is God’s revelation of Himself to us.  In the pages of Scripture He has shown us how to live.  Here we really find God’s blueprint for life.  Within that, we find the principles upon which to build our families.


In this series of messages, I will follow the pattern of a blueprint for a house.  We will begin with the foundation—the first step for any house—and then move through the parent’s room, the children’s rooms, and even the living and dining rooms.  The focus of this series will be on relationships, but we will use the imagery of a house in doing so.


The foundation of any building is vital.  If it is incorrectly poured—or not poured at all—the stability of the structure is at risk.  The same can be said of the family.


The Old Testament speaks of the foundation that God has laid for the home.  In Isaiah 28:16 we read, “So this is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed.’”  He adds in Isaiah 33:6, “He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the Lord is the key to this treasure.”  The first verse speaks of the foundation as a cornerstone; the second uses the personal pronoun, “He.”  What do we make of this?


Paul clarifies the issue in 1 Corinthians 3:10-15,

By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames. 


Jesus Christ is the family’s foundation.  There is no other foundation that can be laid—if we want to be successful in building the kind of home that pleases God.  This is where we must begin.  Unless we commit our lives to the lordship of Jesus Christ, all of our work will be in vain.


Someone might ask, “Are you saying that a successful family can only be built this way?”  No, I’m not.  God is.  We must begin with His foundation—His Son, Jesus Christ.

The Building of the Home


Let’s conclude by considering the building of the home.  How do we go about it?  Once we recognize God as the Builder and His Word as the blueprint, how do we build our homes?


Solomon writes in Proverbs 24:3-4, “By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established; through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.” The words “wisdom” and “knowledge” are key concepts in this text.  What is meant by these terms?


I distinguish the two this way: “Knowledge” is the information, “just the facts” as Joe Friday would say on the show Dragnet; “wisdom” is how we use the information in a practical way.  God’s Word gives us both the information we need as well as the practical application of that information.


Two more verses from the pen of Solomon give insight to these two ideas.  Proverbs 1:7 states, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.” Proverbs 9:10 adds, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy one is understanding.”  Both wisdom and knowledge hinge on this idea of “the fear of the Lord.”  This does not mean to be afraid or terrified of God, but rather to take Him seriously.  It is a key concept in the Old Testament, a summary of true faith in God.


Do we take God seriously?  Do we take His Word seriously?  How do we know?  Turn to one last passage, this one in the New Testament.  Matthew 7:24-27 records the words of Jesus at the conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount,

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”


Jesus contrasts the wise and the foolish in this text.  The difference between them is not that one knew the words of Jesus while the other did not—they both heard His words—but only one “put them into practice.”  Anyone can sit in church week after week and hear the Word of God being preached, then go from this place and forget it just as quickly.  All that truth does them no good at all.


The truly wise individual hears the Word of God, accepts it as true, then commits himself or herself to do what it says—to “put them into practice.”  Before we get into the specifics on God’s blueprint for the home, we must first commit ourselves to do whatever it is God has to say.


Are we willing?
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