Worthwhile Worship #3

“Lessons From Heaven”

Revelation 4:1-11
Education plays an important role in our society, and these days the opportunities for education are plentiful.  Vocational schools prepare students for specific careers, while community colleges offer more affordable options to traditional colleges and universities.  On-line education is growing, and now degrees from bachelor’s to doctorates can be earned from the comfort of one’s own home.

As we continue in our series, “Worthwhile Worship,” I would like to focus our attention on a man who received a first-rate education in the area of worship. He received a “full-ride scholarship,” if you please, to the highest possible center of instruction for this field. While he did not receive a degree for his studies, nor was he hired onto the faculty of a prestigious university, he did write a book related to his learn​ing. The author’s name is John. The book is entitled Revela​tion.
At the mention of the book of Revelation mixed reactions occur. Some are fascinated at the futuristic theme of the book, while others are engrossed by the symbols and images found there​in. Still more respond rather negatively, as identified by Leon Morris in the introduction to his commentary on Revelation:
The Revelation is by common consent one of the most difficult of all the books of the Bible. It is full of strange symbol​ism…. Modern readers find it strange. They are moreover not usually attracted by the fantastic schemes of prophecy which some exegetes profess to find in it, and whose ingenuity is matched only by their improbability.
The result is that for many modern men Revelation remains a closed book…. We know that it is there. We recognize it as part of the Canon of Scripture and there​fore we accord it formal recognition. But we remain uneasy and we do not make use of it….
This is a great pity. It is of the ut​most importance for modern man that he does lose touch with the eternal realities so stressed in Revelation.

One of the great “eternal realities” stressed in the book of Revelation is the nature of worship. Amid the signs and symbols of these pages, there are at least ten worship scenes depicted.
 The lessons which we can learn from them will benefit us in our worship of God while on earth. For, as A. W. Tozer put it, “Any man or woman on this earth who is bored and turned off by worship is not ready for heaven.”
  Terry Wardle adds, “Worship is the ceaseless language of Heaven.”
 
Let us enter the royal court of Heaven and observe the essence of worship. In doing so, we will witness several recurring elements of worship which are very beneficial in our own worship of the King.

True Worship Acknowledges God’s Sovereignty

Our first course in found in the fourth chapter of Revela​tion. John records beginning in verse 1,
After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald. And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold. And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind. And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.” And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”

The first item capturing our attention in these verses is the throne of God. The word “throne” appears 14 times in chapter four, and 46 times throughout the book.
 In fact, the main theme of the book of Revelation is the sovereignty or kingship of God. The Lord is depicted as being in complete control of human history, even when the forces of evil attempt to rule over mankind.  True worship acknowledges God’s sovereignty.
How we view God will have a tremendous impact upon the way we worship Him. Tozer writes, “Worship rises or falls in any church altogether depending upon the attitude we take toward God.”

When we catch a glimpse of the greatness and the majesty of our God, then we should respond in a similar manner as did those in Heaven. Despite their positions of authority and their im​pressive appearance, they do not hesitate to leave their own thrones, cast down their own crowns, and fall in humility at the feet of God.
The attitude of humility is a recurring characteristic of worship. As we mentioned last week, worship is a personal response to a divine revelation. When God reveals Himself and we catch a glimpse of who He is, then the only sensible response is one of humility. We must bow before His presence as His servants and acknowledge His authority over our lives.
Honor is another attribute of worship. This passage states that the host of Heaven sang, “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power.” To honor God is to at​tribute to the Lord the respect that is due Him. In fact, the word “worship” itself means “to ascribe worth.”
 This chorus is repeated elsewhere in Revelation. Most often in this book the Lord is honored by music and song.

Honor in worship is also seen in two texts not far removed from one another. Revelation 14:7 states, 

Saying with a loud voice, “Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”

Revelation 15:2-8 then demonstrates this point, 

And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? For thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.”

And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened: and the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and having their breasts girded with golden girdles. And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever. And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled.

The phrases “fear God” and “fear of the Lord” appear often throughout the Scriptures. This phrase became synonymous with “true religion” in the Old Testament. The conclusion of the book of Ecclesiastes is simply, “Fear God and keep His commands, for this is the whole duty of man,” But what does it mean to “fear” God?
This is not speaking of being afraid or terrified of God, but rather a reverential trust for who God is and what He will do. I think the best way to understand the “fear of the Lord” is to take God seriously.  We must acknowledge God for who He is—the true Sovereign over all.  But do we?  Tozer observes,
The God of the modern evangelical rarely astonishes anybody. He manages to stay pretty much within the constitution. Never breaks over our bylaws. He’s a very well-behaved God and very denominational and very, very much one of us, and we ask Him to help us when we’re in trouble and look to Him to watch over us when we’re asleep. The God of the modern evangelical isn’t a God I have much respect for.


Whenever I think of “the fear of the Lord,” I am reminded of a scene from C. S. Lewis’ book, The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe.  In the story, four children find themselves in Narnia, a land of talking beasts.  At one point Mr. and Mrs. Beaver are telling Susan and Lucy about Aslan (Lewis’ equivalent of Christ).

“Is he a man?” asked Lucy

“Aslan a man!” said Mr. Beaver sternly. “Certainly not.  I tell you he is the King of the wood and the son of the great Emperor-Beyond-the-Sea.  Don’t you know who is the King of Beasts?  Aslan is a lion—the Lion, the great Lion.”

“Ooh!” said Susan, “I’d thought he was a man.  Is he—quite safe?  I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion.”

“That you will, dearie, and no mistake,” said Mrs. Beaver, “if there’s anyone who can appear before Aslan without their knees knocking, they’re either braver than most or else just silly.”

“Then he isn’t safe?” said Lucy.

“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver. “Don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you?  Who said anything about safe?  ‘Cause he isn’t safe.  But he’s good.”


We like to think of God as tame and safe and predictable and manageable.  But then He ceases to be God.  We trust and worship him not because He is safe but because He is good.  Rich Mullins captured this idea in his well-known song, “Awesome God,”

When He rolls up his sleeves He ain't just putting on the ritz—our God is an awesome God

There is thunder in his footsteps and lightning in his fists—our God is an awesome God….

And judgment and wrath He poured out on Sodom; mercy and grace He gave us at the cross

I hope that we have not too quickly forgotten that our God is an awesome God
Our God is an awesome God—He reigns from heaven above

with wisdom, power, and love—our God is an awesome God 

Is our God awesome, or predictable and tame?  Do we recognize God’s sovereignty?

True Worship Appreciates God’s Salvation

Secondly, true worship appreciates God’s salvation. Revelation 5:8-14 tells us,
And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. And they sung a new song, saying, “Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.”

And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.”  And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, “Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” And the four beasts said, “Amen.” And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth forever and ever.

Notice the number of times singing is evidenced in this text. The halls of Heaven literally ring with the praises of God through song! They are singing a new song, then they are singing a loud song, and then notice how “every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea” are singing! 

What is the subject of their songs?  They sing praises to the Lord, based on the fact of salvation.  The fact that Jesus Christ died on the cross to redeem those who commit their lives to Him produces worship and praise.  

Our worship ought to express our appreciation for God’s salvation.  Many of our hymns reflect the fact that God has saved us from our sins.  In observing communion we remember the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.  We should never allow our salvation to become commonplace or take it for granted.

As a local congregation we have things in common, we build friendships, and even at times we lend a hand to one another.  That can be said of many groups in the community.  But what separates us from a country club or civic organization is the fact that we are redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.  Like the old bumper sticker states, “Christians aren’t perfect, just forgiven.”  

Sometimes churches forget about this distinctive.  They become so caught up in other activities or priorities that they lose sight of who they are and what they are to be about.  When this happens, they cease to worship God.  At that point, they cease to be a church in the truest sense of the word.

True Worship Appropriates God’s Standard
Finally, true worship appropriates God’s standard.  Turn to Revelation 19:1-9 where we read,

And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, “Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.” And again they said, “Alleluia.” And her smoke rose up for ever and ever.

And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, “Amen; Alleluia.” 

And a voice came out of the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great.”

And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.” And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.

And he saith unto me, “Write, ‘Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.’” And he saith unto me, “These are the true sayings of God.”

This text reflects a contrast between two entities represented as women.  The first is Babylon, called “the great whore,” symbolizing the world system, and the second is the bride, representing the Church.  At the beginning of this passage, Babylon is judged because of her persistent sin.  The hosts of heaven worship God for His justice.

By comparison, the bride is described as “made ready” for the marriage of the Lamb.  Specifically, this readiness is signified by “fine linen, clean and white,” which John informs us stands for the righteousness of the saints.  They have appropriated God’s standard of holiness, as described by the apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 6:14-18,

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, “I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate,” saith the Lord, “and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters,” saith the Lord Almighty.


True worship leads to practical holiness.  If we come to church week after week and year after year without seeing a change in our everyday lives, then we are not truly worshipping God.  We must appropriate God’s standard of righteousness if our worship is to be real.


If we want to learn about worship, where better to go than to the throne room of Heaven itself?  Since worship will be our primary activity for all eternity in Heaven, why not practice true worship while here on earth?
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