"FOLLOWING FATHER'S FOOTSTEPS"

2 CHRONICLES 26:4; 27:2; 33:22
Once there lived a man who had a wife and children.  He often would leave the house in the evening toward the town pub, where he would spend many hours and much money drinking and laughing with the other men who gathered there.  When a concerned neighbor approached him concerning this practice, he laughed off such rebuke.  "After all," he would say, "I know what I can handle and besides, no one's getting hurt in the matter!"
One winter night, as he left home for his usual visit to the bar, he noticed a sound behind him.  as he looked, he saw his six-year-old son, leaping from footprint to footprint of his father's boots, trying to catch up to his dad.
The father smiled, turned back to his child, and said, "Go on home.  You can't come with me now."  The son looked up and cried, "Why not?  I wanna be just like you, Dad!"  The man thought about what his son just said, and about where he himself was headed.  "I wanna be just like you, Dad!" ran through his mind.  He picked up his son, and together they walked home. Never again did he go back to the bar.
But what if he had not turned and seen his son coming? What if he had made it to the bar, and then saw that his son had followed.  Or, worse yet, what if ten, fifteen, or twenty years later he looked at his grown son who was following in his foot​steps—living like he had lived?
The truth, more often than not, is that we do not hear the sound of following footsteps.  And on this Father's Day, I want to ask you dads a question:  if your son or daughter followed you around and started acting like you, how would you respond?
A four-year-old became frustrated at play one day and said a swear word.  Just as the mother was about to discipline her for swearing, the girl looked up and said, "But that's what Daddy says!"  Even at a young age, they watch, and they begin to pat​tern their lives after Dad.
In order to consider this idea, I want to turn to the book of Second Chronicles.  This book, which wraps up the history of Judah just before the Babylonian Captivity, teaches an important lesson about fatherhood and the example we share—whether or not we are aware of it ourselves.
In chapter 26, 27, and 33, we are introduced to three young men who bear a striking resemblance to their father, and I want to consider some practical lessons for all of us—Dads, Moms, and kids.
UZZIAH: LIVED IN HIS FATHER'S RIGHTEOUSNESS
The first man we meet is seen in the opening verses of the 2 Chronicles 26.  His name was Uzziah.  The author tells us about him, in verses 3-5,
Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-two years. His mother's name was Jecoliah; she was from Jerusalem. He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, just as his father Amaziah had done. He sought God during the days of Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear of God. As long as he sought the Lord, God gave him success.
This is the account of a successful king, a righteous king. Notice the key phrase in verse 4:  "just as his father Amaziah had done." Uzziah was a man who lived in his father's righteous​ness.  I do not mean that Amaziah's faith somehow filtered into his son automatically, as we will see later, but rather Uzziah had a clear picture of right living, a pattern in which he pat​terned his own life.
It is also very important that Uzziah's mother is named in this message, but the mother's influence on young lives is also terribly important.  Turn to Proverbs 1:8.  In this book of prac​tical wisdom written by the wisest of all men (Solomon), he explains the correct attitude toward parental guidance: “Listen, my son, to your father's instruc​tion and do not forsake your mother's teaching.”
We are told to "listen" to what our father's say, and the other phrase, "do not forsake" does not just indicate ignoring what mom tells us, but it means we should not leave it out of our living.  In the Bible, we are never told to listen without also being told to obey.  Jesus constantly said to the crowds, "Anyone who has ears, let him hear!" What did he mean—after all, every​one has two ears on the side of his head!  He meant that true spiritual hearing always implies obedience to what is heard. Listening to the voice is not enough, just as coming to church is not enough.  We must live out what we hear.
Proverbs 3:1 brings out another truth which applied in Uzziah's life: “My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart.”  The last phrase of our text in 2 Chronicles said, "As long as he sought the Lord, God gave him success." Uzziah enjoyed the returns of the obedient life.
Now this does not mean that we will be healthy and wealthy all our life, without a problem in the world.  That is not Chris​tianity—it is not even reality of any kind!  Rather, we will be successful in spite of the problems and difficulties in our lives.  Deuteronomy 6:1-3 states this principle for us,
These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are cross​ing the Jordan to possess, so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and com​mands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. Hear, 0 Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your fathers, promised you.
To hear and obey leads to a long, prosperous life.  When Paul wrote in Ephesians 6:2, "Honor your father and mother that your life may be long on the earth," I used to think that meant if you did not honor father and mother, they would cut your life short!  But God promises us that when we obey, our life will be better than those who ignore the lessons of mom and dad, as we will see in our last example this morning.  Parents know much more than their kids, and when we listen to their experiences and advice, we keep ourselves from foolish mistakes.  Mark Twain once said, "When I was a lad, my father was an idiot.  It is amazing how smart he has grown throughout the years!"  It was not Twain's father who grew in intelligence, but his son, who began to real​ize how valuable dad's advice really was.  We do well to learn that early on.
Uzziah was a man who lived in his father's righteousness. For you dads and moms, are you placing such an example for your children to follow?  Should they lead a life of faith, could it be likewise said of them, "Just as his/her father had done?"  And for all of us, are we open to learn and live from what our fa​thers and mothers tell us?  God's Word is clear in that regard.
JOTHAM: LEARNED FROM HIS FATHER'S REBUKE
The second example we see in 2 Chronicles is the son of Uzziah, whose name is Jotham.  We read his account in chapter 27, verses 1-2,
Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. His mother's name was Jerusha daughter of Zadok. He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, just as his father Uzziah had done, but unlike him he did not enter the temple of the Lord.
Once again we see the mother named, with the implied influ​ence on his life, and again we encounter the phrase, "just as his father had done." But there is a difference in this account, one through which we obtain a valuable lesson.  Notice that the author adds near the end of verse 2, "but unlike him he did not enter the temple of the Lord."
This event described in the life of Uzziah is found in chapter 26, where we are told in verse 16, "But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall." He entered the temple to burn incense (which was something only a priest was permitted to do), and when he was confronted on his transgression of God's law, he became angry.  He said, in short, "I am the king? I'll do what I please!"  But he was struck with leprosy by God and was an outcast for the rest of his days.
When his son, Jotham, became king, he did not forget what had happened to his father.  We are not told whether or not Uzziah talked to his son, warning the young lad to beware of foolish pride.  But this much we know:  Jotham learned from his father's rebuke.  He did not repeat the fatal mistake of his dad, and we read in verse 6 of chapter 27, "Jotham grew powerful because he walked steadfastly before the Lord." He did not fall away into sin, as his father had done.
I would like to think that he listened carefully to his father's teaching concerning pride.  There was some period of time in between Uzziah's leprosy and death, and I think these two men—father and son—had time to talk about many things concern​ing leadership of the nation.  Uzziah would look to his son sadly and say, "Son, look at me.  Don't do the foolish thing I did!"
There are two lessons to learn from this man, Jotham. First, we should give careful attention to our fathers, so that we do not repeat similar failures in our won life,  The book of Proverbs has much to say concerning discipline, which always has as its goal the turning aside from wrong and destruction.  In Proverbs 9:9 we read, “Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning.”  The man who is "too wise" for extra advice is really the fool.  The truly wise man realizes he can always learn from other people.  We must not be too proud to learn from others, especial​ly our parents.  Jotham learned from his father's rebuke.  Of him it could be said, as Proverbs 17:10, “A rebuke impresses a man of discernment more than a hundred lashes a fool.”  Could that be said of us?
The second lesson speaks to those who are fathers.  As I stated earlier, we are not told how much Uzziah told his son concerning his downfall.  But there must be some connection, for Jotham did not do as his father had done.  What I am getting at is this:  As fathers, do not hold back your failures from your children.  Allow them to see you when you face defeat as well as victory.  Allow them the benefit of your experience, so that they may avoid similar hurts.  Too often we are too proud to admit that we were wrong at some point that we really blew it.  But if we refuse to teach, our children will many times fall into the same pit.
AMON: LOST DESPITE HIS FATHER'S REBELLION
The final character to consider this morning was exactly the opposite of Jotham.  His name is Amon, his account is found in chapter 33, beginning in verse 21,
Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem two years. He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, as his father Manasseh had done. Amon worshiped and offered sacrifices to all the idols Manasseh had made. But unlike his father Manasseh, he did not humble himself before the Lord; Amon increased his guilt.
Amon's father was Manasseh, perhaps the most wicked kings to ever sit on the throne of Judah.  All of the terrible things God told Israel not to do, Manasseh did them, and made a career of them.  He did not listen to the prophets; in fact, according to Jewish history, he put the elderly Isaiah in a hollow log and sawed the log in half.  He continued in his horrible life of sin until God sent the armies of Assyria to Jerusalem, and Manasseh was captured.  Manasseh then turned to God in repentance, and he was forgiven.  From that point on, Manasseh served the Lord.
But his son did not.  Amon decided that he would imitate his father, and he pursued the life of sin of his father's early years.  He chose to ignore the discipline and he willingly forgot how his father repented and was then restored.  Instead, as we read in verse 23, "he increased his guilt."
Proverbs 15 speaks of such an individual.  In verse 5 we read, “A fool spurns his father's discipline, but whoever heeds correction shows prudence.”  Likewise, in verse 32, “He who ignores discipline despises himself, but whoever heeds correction gains under​standing.”
I remember once preaching about an Old Testament character who is described as "dying the death of a fool."  At that time there were two perfect illustrations of that:  Len Bias and Don Rogers.  Len Bias was a graduate of the University of Maryland, and had just been selected by the Boston Celtics in the first round of the NBA draft.  But he threw away an entire life for a moment's high.  Six weeks later, Don Rogers of the Cleveland Browns did exactly the same thing the night before he was to be married.  Rogers did not learn from the tragedy of Bias, and he foolishly threw his life away.
Often times people do the same thing by following in their father's footsteps and repeating the same foolish mistakes as their dads.  Amon was such a person, and Proverbs calls him "a fool" who "despises (or hates) himself."
Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 10:11, “These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come.”  Paul states that we are to learn from the mistakes and sins of the biblical people so that we do not stumble as they did.
Often a person who has led a life of crime will have had a rough childhood, and whose father may have been a shady character himself.  The tendency of our society is to look with pity on the poor boy, as though he could do nothing about his future actions. I don't believe that for a minute!  If anyone should be expected to live a life above the law, that person whose father did not and paid the consequences should be.  If any king of Judah should have followed God closely, it should have been Amon.  He only had to look to his father to see the wages of sin,k and the accept​ance of God to the repentant sinner.  But he instead dove head​long into the sin of his father and reaped the consequences of it.
Again two lessons emerge.  To the fathers, be careful of your life.  Some people say, "Well, I'll get my life right with God later, after I've had some fun."  Such psychology is foolish for yourself, for you do not know how much time you have, but it can be detrimental on your children.  Some men have played that game, and a few do return to God later, but often their children live like Amon; imitate the bad, ignore the good.  Your children are watching you, Dad!
For all of us, we cannot blame our father, or mother, or anyone else for our lives.  Here are two men, Jotham and Amon, whose fathers' lives displayed the discipline of God,.  Yet one learned from his father's rebuke, the other lost in spite of it. We need to learn from other's mistakes, and lead a godly life of our own.
We've studied three people this morning, and we can learn from them.  Whether we are fathers or mothers, sons or daughters, everyone can learn from these three lives:  Uzziah, who lived in his father's righteousness; Jotham, who learned from his father's rebuke; and Amon, who lost despite his father's rebellion and repentance.
But while we are all responsible for our own lives, and we should discern lessons from the lives of our fathers carefully, I want to close with an appeal to the dads in our audience.  Two passages in 1 Corinthians present this challenge.  First, chapter 4, verses 14-16:
I am not writing this to shame you, but to warn you, as my dear children. Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. Therefore I urge you to imitate me.
Secondly, in 11:1, “Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.”
Do these passages reflect what we would say to our children? Or, if they followed in our footsteps, would you be faced with an embarrassing situation like the man on his way to the tavern? The fact is that most children tend to pattern their lives after dad and mom, and these questions are very real.
The key is found in that first verse of 1 Corinthians 11, "as I follow Christ."  Only as we pattern our lives after Jesus Christ, and His Word, will we set that example for our kids to follow.  For in Christ, even when we fail, in His forgiveness we pick ourselves up and move on toward God, instead of compounding our guilt in more and more sin.
As you walk through your life, don't be surprised if you hear footsteps.  The question is, do you want them to go where you are heading?
