Sermon on the Mount #8

“Happy Are The Harmonious”

Matthew 5:9
The Nobel Prize is an international award given yearly since 1901 for achievements in physics, chemistry, medicine, literature and for peace. In 1968, the Bank of Sweden instituted the Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel, founder of the Nobel Prize. The Prize Winners are announced in October every year. They receive their awards (a prize amount, a gold medal and a diploma) on December 10, the anniversary of Nobel’s death.
  The prize amount has grown from over $150,000 in 1901 to ten million dollars today.

Of the six Nobel Prizes awarded, probably the best known is the Nobel Peace Prize.  The first Nobel Peace Prize in 1901 was shared by two men: Henry Dunant, founder of the Red Cross, and Frédéric Passy, leading international pacifist of the time.  Other notable recipients of this prize have included U. S. Presidents Theodore Roosevelt in 1906, Woodrow Wilson in 1919, and former President Jimmy Carter in 2002.  In other years, the prize has been awarded to agencies or institutions, such as the International Red Cross, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and Amnesty International.  Other years, people from opposing—even warring—sides have been recognized for their efforts for peace, such as Anwar Sadat of Egypt and Menachem Begin of Israel, or Nelson Mandela and F.W. de Klerk of South Africa.

How unlike the world in which we live!  As Dan Baumann writes in his commentary on the Beatitudes,

If someone were to come to earth from another planet with the assignment to discover what Earth’s primary business is, what do you think his report would say? I think it probably would be, “The chief industry of earth is war. That’s what they engage themselves in more than anything else.”

Peace is indeed a rare commodity in our world.  Perhaps this is why the Nobel committee gives such a large award to the winner of their peace prize.
 
While none of us will probably ever be considered for a Nobel Peace Prize, we as Christians are all called to work toward peace.  Jesus said in Matthew 5:9, “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.”  What did Jesus mean by the word “peacemaker”?  How can this be accomplished?  What do such peacemakers have to look forward to?

The Condition for Being Blessed


Jesus states that the “peacemaker” will be blessed.  That word comes from the Greek term εἰρηνοποιός, meaning “a person who restores peace between people.”
  In our own day we might call such a person a “mediator,” an “arbitrator,” or a “negotiator.”  It is a person who comes between two parties at odds with one another and brings them together in some sort of livable agreement.  Paul Harvey tells of a modern example:

Europe, 1934. Hitler’s plague of anti-Semitism was infecting a continent. Some would escape it. Some would die from it. But eleven-year-old Heinz would learn from it. He would learn the power of sowing seeds of peace.

Heinz was a Jew.

The Bavarian village of Furth, where Heinz lived, was being overrun by Hitler’s young thugs. Heinz’s father, a schoolteacher, lost his job. Recreational activities ceased. Tension mounted on the streets.

The Jewish families clutched the traditions that held them together—the observance of the Sabbath, of Rosh Hashanah, of Yom Kippur. Old ways took on new significance. As the clouds of persecution swelled and blackened, these ancient precepts were a precious cleft in a mighty rock.

And as the streets became a battleground, such security meant survival.

Hitler youth roamed the neighborhoods looking for trouble. Young Heinz learned to keep his eyes open. When he saw a band of troublemakers, he would step to the other side of the street. Sometimes he would escape a fight—sometimes not.

One day, in 1934, a pivotal confrontation occurred. Heinz found himself face-to-face with a Hitler bully. A beating appeared inevitable. This time, however, he walked away unhurt—not because of what he did, but because of what he said. He didn’t fight back; he spoke up. He convinced the troublemakers that a fight was not necessary. His words kept battle at bay.

And Heinz saw firsthand how the tongue can create peace.

He learned the skill of using words to avoid conflict. And for a young Jew in Hitler-ridden Europe, that skill had many opportunities to be honed.

Fortunately, Heinz’s family escaped from Bavaria and made their way to America. Later in life, he would downplay the impact those adolescent experiences had on his development.

But one has to wonder. For after Heinz grew up, his name became synonymous with peace negotiations. His legacy became that of a bridge builder. Somewhere he had learned the power of the properly placed word of peace. And one has to wonder if his training didn’t come on the streets of Bavaria.

You don’t know him as Heinz. You know him by his Anglicized name, Henry. Henry Kissinger.


At the mention of the word “peacemaker,” many of us may immediately think of those who, like Henry Kissinger, worked to make peace between warring nations.  While in Matthew 5:9 the cessation of war is by no means excluded, the focus of meaning of “peacemaker” is reconciliation between persons and not primarily to cause wars to cease.
  We can be peacemakers in many ways.  As Paul writes in Romans 12:18, “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.”

Notice the limitations given in that verse.  Twice the apostle qualifies his statement.  “If it be possible,” he begins, suggesting that, at times, peace is not possible.  “As much as lieth in you,” he continues, demonstrating that peace is dependent upon the cooperation and agreement of all parties; we cannot force peace on those who will not have it.


Before we delve into what peacemaking is, I want to point out a couple of things peacemaking is not.  Peacemaking is not silence in the face of wrong.  The Bible makes a distinction between godly and carnal peacemaking. There are those who will make peace at any price, including the price of the truth and the Gospel. They seek to reconcile God and the world by selling out God. Some of the most visible “﻿peacemakers﻿” in Jeremiah’s Israel were false prophets, who cried “﻿Peace, peace,﻿” when there was no peace (﻿Jer 6:14﻿).
  True, we as Christians can avoid conflict by never telling others that they are sinners in need of Christ or else they face eternity in Hell.  But that is not what we are called to do. As John Stott points out, 

“Peace” and “appeasement” are not synonyms. For the peace of God is not peace at any price. He made peace with us at immense cost, even at the price of the life-blood of his only Son. We too—though in our lesser ways—will find peacemaking a costly enterprise. Dietrich Bonhoeffer has made us familiar with the concept of “cheap grace”; there is such a thing as “cheap peace” also.
 


History teaches us that appeasement does not work.  Appeasement failed to stop Napoleon from his attempts to conquer Europe, nor did it prevent Hitler from his mad dash for domination.  Some called for appeasement when Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait—after all, who cares about Kuwait?—but America and her allies knew that if he were allowed to conquer one nation, he would try to conquer more.


On the other hand, peacemaking is not a heavy-handed enforcement of our ideas.  We may have the power and authority to impose our will on others so that there is no difference of opinion (at least on the outside), but this is hardly peace.  As Roman governor Flavius Silva commented upon the discovery of the Jewish rebels who committed suicide rather than surrender at Masada, “We made a desert and called it peace.”  Might may make right in the real world, but that doesn’t constitute peace in the biblical sense.


So what is peacemaking?  Peacemaking gets to the root of animosity and brings authentic healing. The peacemaker is a mediator who tries to bring two people, two groups, or two nations together in some form of agreement.


Ultimately Christians are to be peacemakers between mankind and its Maker.  In the light of the gospel, Jesus Himself is the supreme peacemaker, making peace between God and man.
  In that sense He has already made the peace, but we are called as His emissaries to spread the message of peace.  Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:18-21,

And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.


As God’s ambassadors, we deliver a message of reconciliation—the goal of a peacemaker.


Peacemaking is also necessary between people.  Paul writes in Philippians 2:1-4,

If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.


How the Christian Church needs peacemakers!  Too often, the one place that needs peace more than any other is the body of Christ—Heaven’s embassy on earth entrusted with the message of peace!  Satan’s greatest triumphs come when Christians fight one another, turning off unbelievers to Christ.


Christians are also called to be peacemakers in the world.  At home, at the workplace, in the neighborhood—we ought to be those who bring peace.  What do peacemakers look like?  Chuck Swindoll answers,


Peacemakers release tension, they don’t intensify it. Peace​makers seek solutions and find no delight in arguments. Peace​makers calm the waters, they don’t trouble them. Peacemakers work hard to keep an offense from occurring. And if it has occurred, they strive for resolution. Peacemakers lower their voices rather than raise them. Peacemakers generate more light than heat.


What is required to be a peacemaker?  Peacemakers must first be selfless.  As Martyn Lloyd-Jones puts it, “Before you can be a peacemaker you really must be entirely forgetful of self because as long as you are thinking about yourself, and shielding yourself, you cannot be doing the work properly.”
  Peacemaking always involves risk.  A mediator tends to be a lightning rod. Anytime you step between two people who are fighting you risk a broken nose. Inevitably, when you step into the breach, the hostility that has been directed against the other person becomes directed against you. The peacemaker has to be prepared to take the flak that comes with being a mediator.
  As Dietrich Bonhoeffer put it, “The peacemakers will carry the cross with their Lord, for it was on the cross that peace was made.”

Peacemakers must also be sensitive.  We need to be, as James 1:19 puts it, “swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.”  Peacemakers are good listeners—listening to both sides equally—getting information from all sides before speaking.  We are not to be self-sensitive, but sensitive to those involved in the conflict.

Finally, we must be scriptural.  In our attempts to make peace, we cannot compromise the truth of God’s Word.  When it comes to making peace between God and man, we must stand for the truth that man is a sinner and only has hope in repentance and finding forgiveness in the blood of Christ.  Between people, we cannot ignore God’s principles just so others can get along.  We need genuine peace, not cheap peace.

The Consequence of Being Blessed

What is the consequence of being blessed in this verse?  Peacemakers are called “sons of God.” This is not how they become sons of God—that can only happen by receiving Jesus Christ as Savior (John 1:12). By making peace, believers manifest themselves as sons of God, and God will one day acknowledge them as people who bear the family likeness.
  As John Broadus put it, “There is no more godlike work to be done in this world than peacemaking.”

When we intentionally go out of our way to make peace, regardless of what it may cost us personally, we will stand out as being different from the rest of the world, and we are differ​ent because we are the children of God.
  What a testimony to the world that is!

No, we may never receive the Nobel Peace Prize—or even be nominated for it—by being a peacemaker.  How much better, though, to be recognized as children of our Heavenly Father, disciples of the ultimate Peacemaker, Jesus Christ our Lord!
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