Sermon on the Mount #7

“Happy Are The Honest”

Matthew 5:8
Valentine’s Day is upon us again, with commercials for expensive chocolates, flowers, and even more expensive jewelry reminding the men not to forget this special day.  The universal symbol for Valentine’s Day is the heart, and many things take on a heart shape during this time of year.  I saw an advertisement for a pizza shop announcing a Valentine’s special: a heart-shaped pizza.  No kidding!  What better way to tell that special gal how much you love her than with a heart-shaped, pepperoni pizza!

Call it a divine coincidence—because I didn’t plan it this way—but the very week we celebrate Valentine’s Day and all the attention on the heart, our text this morning is Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”  This verse has been characterized as “undoubtedly one of the greatest utterances to be found anywhere in the whole realm of Holy Scripture.”
 Unlike some biblical passages, there are no words in this verse that are unfamiliar or difficult to understand.  But as Mark Twain once said, “It’s not the parts of the Bible that I don’t understand that bother me; it’s the parts that I do.”  This beatitude has troubled more Christians than any other, causing feelings of frustration and despair.

Perhaps because we read into it more than was originally intended.

The Condition for Being Blessed


The condition for being blessed in this verse is to be “pure in heart.”  Immediately we think of purity, holiness, and perfection with this word—and that causes us to despair.  “How can I be pure in heart?” we ask ourselves.  “I know I’m not perfect, and I don’t think I ever will be!” David acknowledged his sinfulness—his impurity—in Psalm 51, but he also found the way to purity:

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest [vv. 1-4].

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow…Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me [vv. 7, 9-10].


Thankfully, we need not be perfect ourselves in order to see God.  We are not pure in ourselves, but can be purified.  How?  John writes, “…the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1Jn 1:7).  Our part is seen two verses later: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1:9).  As Oswald Chambers notes, “He did not come to tell us to be holy, but to make us holy.”
 

The Bible has another meaning of the word “pure,” however.  J. B. Phillips renders this verse, “Happy are the utterly sincere, for they will see God!”  Purity means “undefiled” but it also means, “undiluted.”  It was used to speak of gold that had no alloys, wine that was not diluted with water, or a stone sculpture that was not patched with wax.
  No pretense, no make-believe, no acting one way on Sunday and another way the rest of the week.  This is the reason why this message has been entitled, “Happy Are The Honest.”  Thus the primary reference to “pure in heart” in this verse is to sincerity.
  John Stott comments,  

Their whole life, public and private, is transparent before God and men. Their very heart—including their thoughts and motives—is pure, unmixed with anything devious, ulterior or base. Hypocrisy and deceit are abhorrent to them; they are without guile. 

Yet how few of us live one life and live it in the open! We are tempted to wear a different mask and play a different role according to each occasion. This is not reality but play-acting, which is the essence of hypocrisy. Some people weave round themselves such a tissue of lies that they can no longer tell which part of them is real and which is make-believe. Alone among men Jesus Christ was absolutely pure in heart, being entirely guileless.


Jesus teaches that those who are sincere, those who are real, those who have integrity are blessed.  Purity from sin we obtain through the blood of Christ; purity of sincerity we are called to live in our daily lives.  As Christians we ought to be marked by honesty, clear motives, and integrity, if for no other reason than our Master was characterized by these same attributes.


How can we do this?  Dan Baumann lists four agents of purity for our lives.
  The first we already touched on, the blood of Christ that initially cleanses us from sin at salvation and continues its purifying work throughout our lives.  

Another is the Word of God.  The psalmist wrote, “How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to Thy Word” (Psa 119:9) and, “Thy Word I have hid in my heart, that I may not sin against Thee” (Psa 119:11).  The Scriptures are often called the “Holy Bible.”  As God’s Word it is pure and it can keep us pure.

God the Holy Spirit also helps us become pure in heart. Acts 15:8-9 remind us that God gave “them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us…purifying their hearts by faith.” The ministry of the Holy Spirit is to come within and purify our hearts. 

And then fourthly, there is the “blessed hope” of Christ’s return that makes us pure in heart. John writes in 1 John 3:3 that, “every one who has this hope in Him purifieth himself, even as He is pure.”  If we know that guests are coming to our house, we do everything we can to make it clean and neat before they arrive.  Jesus promised to come for us, but we do not know when that will be.  Therefore we need to always be ready.

I would like to add one more to this list: godly friends.  We are so influenced by those around us; if we surround ourselves with people who want to be pure in heart, we are more likely to stay on that path.  Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:33-34, “Do not be misled: ‘Bad company corrupts good character’” [niv].  How often have we found that to be true in our own lives?  When we are surrounded by people who are negative, we become negative; when those around us are impure in their speech, it is easy to fall in line with them.  The opposite is also true.  When we spend time with godly people, we find ourselves more focused on the things of God.

“But I can’t get away from ungodly people!” someone might ask.  “I have to work with them, live with them—what can I do?”  There are times we cannot control those we are around, such as a work situation.  But what about those times we can control?  What about our choice in friends, confidants, boyfriends or girlfriends?  I think this is why 2 Corinthians 6:14 says, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?”  This verse is most often applied to the marriage relationship—the closest and most influential human relationship we have—but it also applies to our friends and those we choose to be around.


“Pure in heart” is no easy condition to maintain.  We attain it only through the blood of Christ, and we must maintain it through the work of the Holy Spirit and the choices that we make.

The Consequence of Being Blessed

The consequence of being blessed in this verse is that “they shall see God.”  The Greek word used here literally means to see, but it is in a tense that denotes a future, continuous reality.
  We look forward to the fulfillment of this promise.

Certainly this verse speaks of our eternal state.  In heaven we will continually be seeing God. Kings generally seclude themselves from direct contact with their people. It is a rare privilege to have an audience with a king. But believers in heaven will forever have perfect, unbroken fellowship with the King of Kings!
  John writes in Revelation 22:3-4, “And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: and they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.”
I believe, though, that the realization of this promise is not restricted only to eternity.  The pure in heart can see God in this life “with the eye of faith.”
  When we look with the “eye of faith” we can see Him moving in history and in our individual circumstances. We see Him reflected in His creation, providence, and revelation. We see His grace, mercy, and love revealed in the work of His Spirit.
  Chuck Swindoll adds, 

They will see God work. They will see Him in their lives. They will feel His presence. There will be no waking up in fear that someone is going to find out the real truth. There is nothing to hide. There is just the living of a life before the all-seeing presence of God. That is the way our Lord lived, and He happily offers it to us.

As with many of the promises in Scripture, there is an immediate and an ultimate fulfillment.  We will see God figuratively in our lives now, and we will one day live in His presence forever, able to see Him literally.

Before we leave this subject, though, I feel it is necessary to look at the other side of the coin.  Sure, being pure in heart is a lofty aspiration, and seeing God work in this life and seeing Him for all eternity are good things, but how important is it?

Just as the Ten Commandments are not the “Ten Suggestions,” so these Beatitudes are not optional for the disciple of Jesus Christ.  As we read in Hebrews 12:14, “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.”  Personal holiness—another way of saying “pure in heart”—is an absolute necessity.  This does not mean sinless perfection, much less a “holier-than-thou” attitude toward others, but rather a relationship with God that begins with the forgiveness of sins and continues with trust and obedience and becoming more like Christ.  If you have never committed your life to Jesus, asking for His forgiveness of sin and dedicating yourself to His service, you have no hope of seeing God—not now, not ever.

Christian, do these words have any weight in your life?  D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones challenges us, 

All I have tried to say can be put like this. You are going to see God! Do you not agree that this is the biggest, the most momentous, the most tremendous thing that you can ever be told? Is it your supreme object, desire and ambition to see God? If it is, and if you believe this gospel, you must agree with John, “Ev​ery man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure” (1Jn 3:3). The time is short, you and I have not long to prepare. The Great Reception is at hand; in a sense the ceremonial is all prepared; you and I are waiting for the au​dience with the King. Are you looking forward to it? Are you preparing yourself for it? Don’t you feel ashamed at this moment that you are wasting your time on things that not only will be of no value to you on that great occasion, but of which you will then be ashamed. You and I, creatures of time as we appear to be, are going to see God and bask in His eternal glory for ever and ever. Our one confidence is that He is working in us and preparing us for that. But let us also work and purify ourselves ‘even as he is pure’.


How can we do that?  By spending time in prayer and in God’s Word; by allowing the Holy Spirit to work in our lives, transforming us into the image of our Master, Jesus Christ; by surrounding ourselves with those who share our faith and can encourage us to think, say, and do the right things; and by reminding ourselves that we one day will stand before God—and “one day” may come sooner than we think!


“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”  Are you?  Do you?  Will you?

�Lloyd-Jones, D. Martyn.  Studies in the Sermon on the Mount. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, ©1959-60.


�Chambers, Oswald. Biblical Ethics. Hants UK: Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 1996, ©1947.


�Wood, D. R. W., and I. Howard Marshall. New Bible Dictionary, 3rd ed. Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996; also William Barclay. The Gospel of Matthew: Volume 1, electronic ed. Logos Library System; The Daily study Bible series, Rev. ed. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 2000, ©1975.


�Stott, John R. W. Christian Counter-Culture. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, ©1978.


�Ibid.


�Baumann, Dan. Which Way Is Happiness? Ventura, CA: Regal Books, ©1981.


�MacArthur, John. The Glory of Heaven: The Truth About Heaven, Angels, and Eternal Life. Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1996.


�Ibid.


�Stott, op. cit.


�MacArthur, John. Heaven. Chicago: Moody Press, 1997, ©1988.


�Swindoll, Charles R. Simple Faith. Dallas: Word Publishers, ©1991.


�Lloyd-Jones, op. cit.





